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NewsFrom the Chair

THE BNT Facebook page  has 
now 5791 Likes. It serves to pass 
on information quickly and to lead 
people to the website. 

BNT Facebook Page  
The main content has been to 

share people’s past trips for inspi-
ration for the future, book reviews 
and updating the closures on the 
Trail.  

The page also shares some 
Bikepacking Australia’s and the 
Horse Trekkers Facebook posts. 

 Recently the Bicentennial Trail 
Trekkers group, which now has 
167 members, has been formed 
to discuss, ask questions or share 
experiences of anything to do with 
the Trail.  

You are very welcome to join 
especially if you have trekked the 
trail as your experience is very 
welcome!  

Bicentennial Trail Trekkers

THE BOARD acknowledges the 
difficulties many Australians and 
people from around the world are 
currently experiencing.  

We do, however, hope that at 
this time the National Trail and the 
adventure, natural beauty, soli-
tude and friendships it represents 
can inspire optimism and fuel our 
Member’s aspirations to explore 
our iconic Trail.  Thoughts of jour-
neying along the Trail can be a 
beacon when we all need more 
fresh air and time in the bush. 

As Aldo Leopold once said “It 
is, by common consent, a good 
thing for people to get back to na-
ture.” 

Welcome to the first electronic 
version of our Tracks magazine.  
As explained in the March 2020 
edition, the purpose of the maga-
zine is not changing.   

We anticipate that this new 
electronic format will allow our 
members more flexibility in how 
they access the content while at 
the same time saving our small 
organisation considerable printing 
and postage costs. 

It’s that time of the year when 
we start to put the gears into mo-
tion in preparation for the AGM.  
Short of a global miracle, this 
year’s meeting will be an elec-
tronic one due to the restrictions 
associated with Covid-19.  We 
have three Board positions be-
coming vacant.   

I would like to urge members 
to throw their hat in the ring to 
help drive the future direction and 
management of the National Trail.  

To Page 21 

The new digital BNT TRACKS
WELCOME to the new digital 
BNT TRACKS magazine. Bowing 
to the inevitable, the BNT Board 
has made the decision to go 
digital after 10 years of the highly-
successful print version. 

The Board chose to stick with 
the A4 format and the current 
design and layout. The body 
typeface has been changed to 
Arial and the font 11 point for 
easy on-screen legibility. 

The PDF platform is best 
viewed on a regular home 
desktop computer with the popular 
24 inch monitor, and your PDF 
reader set to full screen, thus 
seeing a double page spread.  

For iPad, use PDF Pro 3, free on 
the App Store. Hyperlinks to 
further resources are highlighted in 
colour in the text. Click on the 
pictures to view fullsize. 

For those wedded to a printed 
copy for reading, sending or 
saving purposes, the magazine 
can be printed out. We 
recommend a laser printer –
cheap home inkjet printers tend to 
have very high ink costs. 

Nevertheless, the most 
important thing about the 
magazine is the content, so 
please continue to send in those 
great adventure stories which 
have made BNT TRACKS such a 
successful magazine.

What’s in a name?
A PROPOSAL to change the 
name of the BNT from  
Bicentennial National Trail to 
National Trail will be 
considered at this year’s 
Annual General Meeting. 

The BNT started back in the 
’70s as the National Horse Trail, 
but was changed to the  
Bicentennial National Trail when  
a Bicentenary grant of $200,000 
was accepted. 

Since then, the two names 
have been interchangeable, with 
much signage saying National 
Trail, but anything with the trade-
mark on it showing Bicentennial in 
an elegant script and all corporate 
documentation, including the 
company name likewise. 

When the BNT website was 
created, it was registered with the 
domain names of both, but with 
nationaltrail.com.au being the 
most favoured because 
 bicentennialnationaltrail was so 
difficult to type and read. 

It is now felt that the word 
Bicentennial is outdated and not 
readily understood by younger 
generations.  

Those with greater ambitions 
for the old BNT will be pleased 
the name change may usher in 
plans to extend the Trail beyond 
the Healesville to Cooktown 
route, perhaps even right around 
Australia, and become truly Aus-
tralia’s “National Trail”. 

There is also the question of 
what acronym to use. BNT is 
widely used in communication 
and probably 500 times in this 
magazine.  

The acronym NT won’t be any 
good because that belongs to the 
Northern Territory. But National 
Trail is short enough there may 
be no need for an acronym. 

Further discussions on this 
issue will take place at the AGM 
which will be held on Satur day 17 
October 2020 at 10.30am via on-
line service.  

Letter to the Editor
HI, MY name's Glenn Smart and I 
tried to complete the BNT a few 
years back. I made it to Cooktown 
eventually and the journey there 
was quite an experience. 

While searching the park for the 
trail marker in Cooktown, which is 
a harder task than it sounds, I 
found a bloke waiting by it.  

“You should take a job on the 
boats,” he says. “This trail’s not 
for you.” 

Actually so did the section co-
ordinator, by the time I made it to 
Innet Hot Springs the mob was 
calling the cops on me. 

Shows they have good judge-
ment of character because I seen 
from a distance what wholesome 
people find along the Bicentennial 
National Trail and it's more than a 
nature trail, it's a network of Aus-
tralians’ mateship and spirit.  

This is the point! 

The BNT is an established net-
work of people that spans the 
east coast of Australia and if 
that's not what you’re after then 
make your own tracks any which 
way you want. 

What’s not to like?

NEGOTIATIONS have 
begun with navigation app  
Guthook Guides for inclu-
sion of the National Trail in 
their list of trails. 

The state-of-the-art app 
will be useful while on the 
Trail as well as for planning. 
Please refer to the Chair-
man's message on page 21.  

National Trail members 
are encouraged to down-
load the Guthook Guides 
app, which is free, so the 
Board can get feedback on 
how well it will be received. 

National Trail on 
navigation app

BNT Chair Neil Ward.

THE BNT Board consists of 
seven directors. At this year’s 
AGM there will be three Board po-
sitions vacant.  

Prospective Board members 
must be nominated and seconded 
by existing financial members.  

Board members are required 
to follow the BNT Constitution and 
decisions ensuring its governance 
for BNT members and section co-
ordinators. 

Directors take on tasks or proj-
ects to improve the BNT and en-
courage membership.  

Duties include attending at bi-
monthly meetings via Skype (or 
more frequently if required); en-
forcing the Trekking Code when 
necessary; responding to feed-
back from section coordinators re-
garding Trail changes, updates on 
trekkers and landowners or de-
tours to avoid an unsafe situation; 
solving problems that cause a 
break in the Trail’s continuity; re-
sponding to calls on the 1300 line. 

For more information phone 
1300 138 724.

BNT Board positions vacant

mailto:info@nationaltrail.com.au
http://www.nationaltrail.com.au
mailto:tracks@nationaltrail.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/nationaltrail
https://www.facebook.com/groups/633106560962595
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/pdf-pro-3/id454936656
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mNmX9uR53UleW3G3eNs1ixN9pGazzINv/view?usp=sharing
http://guthookguides.com.au/
http://guthookguides.com.au/
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Snaffle bits

GOFINDME is a real-time GPS 
tracker that works without cell 
service. By built-in GPS and long-
range radio technology, it allows 
you to stay in touch with people 
and provides real time location 
tracking even if your phone fails.  

The device pairs with a mobile 
phone and can connect with up to 
31 other GoFindMe units to share 
real time location, off-grid text and 
pre-recorded voice messages, one 
button SOS, geofence status, and 
meetup requests.  

The radio is license-free, no 
SIM card required or subscription. 
Two trackers, $281.00 on  
indiegogo.com.

Stay in touch without connection

Watch out for 
the mysterious 
Button Man
TREKKERS on the BNT in the 
remote Dargo to Wonnangatta 
region should keep their eye out 
for the mysterious Button Man 
who may be a homeless 
individual living in the bush. 

Although he seems to be 
harmless, nevertheless he has 
frightened a number of campers 
in the area when they have 
encountered him. 

He is said to be a flint-hard, 
expert bushman named for using 
deer antlers to make buttons and 
plugs for his ear piercings. He 
camps where he can see anyone 
approaching, uses snares to 
catch deer and hunts with 
Indigenous-style spears. 

Campers and hunters have 
stories of the Button Man 
emerging from the dark at 
campsites. He is described as 
around 70, with short grey hair, 
wearing dark jackets and “bloody 
scary”. Others say he is “spooky”, 
but no one reports any threats or 
violence. 

He will grill them on why they 
are there but rarely responds to 
questions about himself. They say 
he moves through the toughest 
terrain with the competence and 
stamina of someone half his age. 

At least eight experienced 
bushmen have had encounters, 
with one saying he had a “1,000-
metre stare that made the hairs 
on the back of my neck stand up”. 

A wildlife photographer spent 
days taking shots in the area near 
the Button-Man’s camp. When he 
returned home and downloaded 
his photos to his computer there 
was one unexplained shot of the 
photographer asleep in  his tent.  

No one knows who took the 
photograph ... freaky!

Hats off to H.A.Tipper
PEDDLING a machine  he used 
to win cycle races, H. A. Tipper, 
member of the Gundagai Bicycle 
Club, rode  39,000 miles around 
the world in six years.  

From 1908 he visited South 
Africa, Britain and America, 
financing his trip with show stunts, 
such as riding a 10 inch bike 
made by him for the Sydney 
Show.  

In America he was practically 
everything except a member of 
Congress. The show bicycle had 
a 10-inch frame, was 16 inches 
from the seat to the ground, and 
weighed 10lb. 

Tipper, who was 6ft. 2in. high, 
and nearly 14st. in weight, was 
naturally an object of interest 
when he rode the bike through 
the various cities he visited.

Three words save lives
PEOPLE in trouble in the bush 
often struggle to communicate 
their locations to emergency 
services. 

To identify exact locations, 
what3words has divided the 
world into a grid of 57 trillion 
blocks, each one three metres 
square, each with its own 
unique address.  

The service is being used by 
more than 80 emergency serv-
ices across the world. This 
leads to crucial sometimes 
hours lost when trying to save 
lives. 

 “Murky founding spoonfuls” 
led emergency services to 
where Cornelia Gratzer had 
broken her leg in two places 
while she was bushwalking on 
Flinders Island. 

Ms Gratzer, who had been 
leading a group from a Mel-
bourne bushwalkers club, was 
the first person to be rescued 
using what3words in Australia.  

When her companions 
phoned emergency services, 
the less-experienced walkers 
struggled to communicate ex-
actly where they were.  

Even for an experienced 
bushwalker, she said longitude 
and latitude – 16 digits in all – 
could be hard to remember. “I 
give up on them,” she said. 

Ambulance Tasmania sent a 
link to get their exact location.  
Rescue took two hours. 

The what3words app is on 
the App Store or Google Play, 
or www.what3words.com.

A random selection of words led emergency services to where Cornelia 
Gratzer had broken her leg bushwalking on Flinders Island.

Get started with camel trekking
TARA and Russell Osbourne are   
world leaders in camel training, 
handling and psychology.  

The couple run the Camel 
Connection business from their 
property at Toorloo Arm in East 
Gippsland. 

They help people understand 
camel psychology and how they 

can use this for training, handling 
and connection with camels.  

They specialise in helping new 
camel owners learn how to han-
dle, train, bond, communicate 
with and care for camels.  

They also help you set up and 
succeed at camel expeditions. 
          www.camelconnection.com 

Book review
IN MAY 2004, Liz Byron set off 
from Cooktown with donkeys 
Grace and Charley to walk 
2500km of the BNT over nine 
months. It was a rite of passage, 
embarking on life as a single 
woman at the age of 61.  

Years of drought had left much 
of her route a dusty wasteland, 
without food or water for her 
animals. Years of suffering from 
childhood abuse and a family 
tragedy had left her unwilling to 
ask for help.  

In her moving memoir, Liz 
reveals how she healed herself 
step by step on the way to her 
new home in northern NSW – by 
learning to trust her intuition, the 
wisdom of her animals and the 
kindness of strangers. 

The Only Way Home 
LIZ BYRON 

Amazon Kindle $12.75  
Paperback $22.35

https://www.indiegogo.com/projects/gofindme-a-gps-tracker-works-without-cell-service#/
https://www.indiegogo.com/projects/gofindme-a-gps-tracker-works-without-cell-service#/
https://www.indiegogo.com/projects/gofindme-a-gps-tracker-works-without-cell-service#/
https://www.indiegogo.com/projects/gofindme-a-gps-tracker-works-without-cell-service#/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aCVbyNV3DJ7XMPLcF4sZ4DMdeSBd2HEW/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Xn5Xf36V2WB3x-7PLpf7Pa8txhcyvwda/view?usp=sharing
https://what3words.com/about-us/
https://what3words.com/about-us/
https://what3words.com/about-us/
https://what3words.com/about-us/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LyJQbPMmzzlzyqiKJ6fHrNn95HGK0vou/view?usp=sharing
http://www.camelconnection.com
https://www.amazon.com.au/Only-Way-Home-Donkeys-Extraordinary-ebook/dp/B0852TL95S
https://www.amazon.com.au/Only-Way-Home-Donkeys-Extraordinary-ebook/dp/B0852TL95S
https://www.amazon.com.au/Only-Way-Home-Donkeys-Extraordinary-ebook/dp/B0852TL95S
https://www.amazon.com.au/Only-Way-Home-Donkeys-Extraordinary-ebook/dp/B0852TL95S
https://www.amazon.com.au/Only-Way-Home-Donkeys-Extraordinary-ebook/dp/B0852TL95S
https://www.amazon.com.au/Only-Way-Home-Donkeys-Extraordinary-ebook/dp/B0852TL95S
https://www.amazon.com.au/Only-Way-Home-Donkeys-Extraordinary-ebook/dp/B0852TL95S
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Classic old mine workings on Kingsbrough Trail.

A man in 
a van with 
a plan
By BRUCE PARR 

G’day from Bruce, BNT 
member for just over a year 

but travelling this magnificent 
country of ours by foot, bike and 
vehicle all my 65 years with plans 
to continue as long as possible. 

Mostly in basic self set-up 
campervans containing a convert-
ible lounge/bed, table, portable 
ice box (min food, max beer) and 
recently a small genny to charge 
my electric mountain bike that re-
placed my standard bike now I’m 
an arthritic old fart.  

Without this bike I would never 
have dreamed of tackling such a 
demanding venture. Also tucked 
away is my old sailboard enjoyed 
more often now as a sit-on pad-
dleboard.  

A tablet with in-built projector 
does movies and a rugged tradie-
style phone provides GPS navs.  

Heating and cooling don’t mat-
ter as I follow the sun north in 
winter and south in summer pro-
viding my ideal climate of 27 de-
grees and fine. 

I do get caught out though, like 
on the Trail to the last AGM pass-
ing through Ebor, it was snowing! 
Diverting to a powered van site in 
Dorrigo I used my small heater for 
a comfortable night’s camp. As 
reported in BNT TRACKS maga-
zine, the next day was a whiteout 
so I headed to the coast and 
warmer weather. 

As the “Living Trail” now fol-
lows, parallels and crosses so 
many public roads, using van and 
bike in a “linked sectional ap-
proach” can enable faster, safer 

and easier travel whenever, with-
out heavy gear, to wherever and 
backtrack to my start point. 

Then using an alternate route 
to access the Trail further on, re-
peat the process in the opposite 
direction, if possible to my previ-
ous turnaround point. And camp 
in the comfort of the van ... too 
easy. Bonus is, I get to do the 
Trail both ways! 

I realise this isn’t really in the 
true spirit of the BNT, and I have 
immense respect and admiration 
for the skill, courage and tenacity 
of everyone involved in the cre-
ation, use and management of 
this amazing Trail, but hope it’s 
covered by the category of  “dif-
ferent things to many people”. 

Being born, bred and living in 
Oz is a gift for which I’m forever 
grateful, with its endless magnifi-
cent places and climates to enjoy 
my favorite pastimes over the 
years of camping, bushwalking, 
surfing, hangliding, sail/paddle-
boarding, snowskiing and cycling. 
A highlight of which was a 12-
month, 25,000km lap of Oz in my 
last van.  

My most recent trip starting 
February 2019 from my  Sunny 
Coast home was south on the 
coast, with plenty of stops for fun, 

friends, family and pick up some 
BNT guidebooks from Belinda at 
Port Macquarie. On to Merimbula, 
then inland to my 1980-85 home 
of Jindabyne to cycle/walk Char-
lotte Pass to Mt Kosciuszko, 
Thredbo Valley and Cascade 
Trails.  

Filthy weather at Tom Grog-
gin/Khancoban (bntgb11m9,10) 
so continued on to Albury’s beau-
tiful Riverside Sculpture Trail, the 
Goldfields Track from Castle-
maine to Bendigo then met mates 
at Mildura for a fun three-day 
Murray River houseboat cruise.  

Stayed with the river through 
Swan Hill and Echuca to the very 
scenic Murray to Mountains, Mt 
Buller Epic Alpine, Bright and Mt 
Beauty trails and camps.  

Back over the Snowys via 
Tooma Rd (bntgb11m6,8) to the 
coast and north with that detour 
via Ebor(bntgb7m20), passing 
back through home in June to 
pick up my Queensland guide-
books, head further north to the 
warmth and the start my north-
south BNT adventure.  

As the old saying goes “a pic-
ture speaks a thousand words”. 
So here’s a few from Guidebook 
1. Cheers! 

First stop, The Lion's Den pub at Helenvale.

Innot Hot Springs –  pub, grub and hot tub ... awesome!Guidebook 01 m08 (ed 2) Start of alternative route back 
downhill.

Rest stop required after the tough Slatey Pinch fixed.Found Herbert River camp but no further Trail.

Watermelon Creek croc sighting. Whyanbeel Creek start – steep and slippery.

Ayton camp, Weary Bay, Bloomfield River entrance.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EKLtDeS5JbFcT1za7RilF9SHI04w5drt/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pnx0uUaC8SdSKD_CySxD7nF1hmtRPd8p/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Y_-KUec5W-5sCDE1MNydJuz9zgvwkMaN/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BXmrZAY5T-C8Vj1hUwGAyDl0iN4h7dcO/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Jx400-0uy45i6EXcXA8iW7VGZbjaG-YV/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kco5YWco8o3wGkX9RF3p1wrM72xqKnkO/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1I6qezDHgb60_ncdLRPf_igrxGwcjTtmD/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wh4y0RRgdIOYCgEkM2z9nJ7fslUkF9kZ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tHPC1_bNW5YPeJfgjjLBFaxO9Kcc9UzM/view?usp=sharing
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Wonnangatta Cattle Station. INSET: The missing couple’s burnt-out camp and four-wheel-drive.  

Another Wonnangatta mystery

Russell Hill and Carol Clay.

TWO ELDERLY campers missing 
from Wonnangatta on the BNT in  
Victoria’s high country since 
March have replicated the mys-
tery of the infamous Wonnangatta 
murders of a century ago. 

There has been no sign of 
Russell Hill, 74, and Carol Clay, 
73, since they left their campsite, 
which was later discovered burnt 
down and their four-wheel-drive, 
scorched but still working. 

“The area is incredibly remote 
and there is a possibility that they 
have suffered some misadventure 
in the bush,” a police spokesman 
said. “But we also need to rule out 
any possibility of foul play.” 

Mr Hill left his Drouin home on 
March 19 for a camping trip 
across several sites along the 
Dargo River in Victoria’s north-
east and planned to leave the re-
gion on March 26. 

He has not been heard from 
since March 20, after making ra-
dio contact from Wonnangatta. Mr 
Hill’s wife Robyn, 71, said  she 
had thought her husband was go-
ing camping alone. 

Mr Hill worked in the logging 
industry and was familiar with the 
area. His disappearance is out of 
character, police say. 

A century ago, Wonnangatta 
Station manager Jim Barclay was 
found murdered and buried in a 
creek bed in the valley.  

His employee John Bamford 
was missing and presumed the 
culprit. But later Bamford's body 
was discovered hidden under a 
log on nearby Mt Howitt. The 
mystery has never been resolved. 

Saddlery sale
STEVE Langley has lived an 
adventurous life, born to the 
Sydney slums and waterfront, 
then onto the sea life roaming 
the oceans with the Merchant 
Navy, to eventually finding 
horses, the bush and the next 
40 years riding the land. 

Now retiring from his 
trekking business in Glen 
Innes, NSW, Steve has for sale 
a pack saddle for $3,500, 
saddles average $300 and 
assorted saddlery items. This is 
an excellent opportunity to 

equip yourself for the Bicentennial 
National Trail. 

Steve met Dan Seymour when 
he was exploring the BNT for R M 
Williams. He also has some maps 
and local knowledge he would 
pass on free to a buyer. 

All saddlery is excellent 
quality and condition and 
maintained with regular oiling of 
the leather. 

Potential buyers welcome to 
inspect, please ring for an 
appointment. 0417 452 649.

Transporting Bamford’s 
body from Mt Howitt.

Hut damaged at Grassy Mountain
FOLLOWING the severe Gospers 
Mountain bushfire at the end of 
last year we feared for the safety 
of the hut at Grassy Mountain as 
it is located right in the Wollemi 
National Park and not far from the 
source of the fire. 

First reports came back from 
the ranger to say that the hut is 
still intact as he flew over it in a 
chopper. 

On closer inspection some 
months later, it was found to be 
fire damaged and one of the main 
support posts has been gutted.  
We are eagerly awaiting a safe 

time to access the hut and effect 
repairs.   

This is the second hut built in 
2011 that we have constructed on 
this site.  The first being done in 
2005 and it was burnt down in a 
bushfire in 2007. That time there 
was nothing left but buckled iron 
and a melted water tank. 

The Grassy Mountain campsite 
breaks up a difficult 35km day 
and affords the most magnificent 
views of the Capertee Valley and 
surrounds. 

The BNT remains closed 
through this area due to both the 

fire damage and also as a result 
of flash flooding after the fire. 

Book 9 Maps 9 and 10 Gar-
dens of Stone National Park also 
remains closed whilst fire and 
flood damage is being carried out. 

We are pleased to be a part of 
the new edition maps for the en-
tire book 9.  Some are almost 
ready to be released.  Watch this 
space. 

MAL and DENISE KEELEY 
Section Coordinators 
Book 9 Maps 8 to 12 

Denise checking the logbook at Grassy Hut, September 2019. RIGHT: Post burnt out after Gospers Mountain fire.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SIRvyjHrZu98oHIznWRWj_hGgOIXFppP/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cTyZn0QrUf4AdYGGAOBxpXSfh4q-EbZ6/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AQpPvfsMTaw9RUxbFIrPiiIyAXVevvPN/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ju1LewZMyxW7zxrVIadZWJ8g7jryFF6i/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12ZT9P8dvVlo-7FT_pQCRO82Jp3BBPC4T/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LB7xJ0UATELNIN0Yhj6tT4QyKXtmoMlW/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fOl_6aldtaDJh6omYZKphnzujnjLzw6E/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TqeUDjXvM6_MPFhMspZeXf4R5w22ZkDr/view?usp=sharing
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Have camel will travel
AFTER 10 years of a career as 
an award-winning entrepreneur, 
John Elliott walked away from a 
seemingly successful life, gave 
away his dream car and resigned 
as CEO from his own company to 
travel with five camels and a dog. 

“I walked away from my house, 
my regular wage and my creature 
comforts,” Mr Elliott said. 

“Now I’m redefining success 
on my own terms. 

“I have embarked on a journey 
for the next few years town-to-
town around Australia and the 
world, entertaining the most excit-
ing, dangerous and challenging 
experiences I can find or make 
up, connecting with locals to un-
derstand how they design their 
life and happiness.   

“Speaking to people from dif-
ferent cultures and walks of life 
and unlocking real stories of suc-
cess and happiness and inspiring 
people to challenge the future 
they feel locked into.” 

Originally heading for Western 
Australia, leading camels Ted, 
Jackson, Arthur, Bill, and Charlie, 
he decided to further investigate 
the eastern states through com-
munities from Narrabri to Tallan-
gatta to Mansfield. 

Everywhere he goes, people 
forget their worries to chat, offer 
him beers and a place to stay. 

Mr Elliott encountered trouble 
in early May, when emergency 
services rescued three of the 
camels after falling down a cliff 
near Jamieson. 

Strangers have donated to  
beardseason.com, the melanoma 
charity Mr Elliott supports, or thanked 
him for distracting them from the 
drought, or family illness. 

Mr Elliott bought the camels in 
Queensland from Russell Os-
bourne of Camel Connection, who  
mentors camel owners, lovers 
and want-to-be owners, and spent 
eight months preparing before 
starting his trek in April last year. 

Former businessman John Elliott with one of his camels.     Western Star

Movie review
BEAU Miles lives next to the old 
Warragul-Noojee Railway line, 
which snaked for 43km through 
the foothills of Mt Baw Baw 
from 1892-1954. 

You can still see the line now 
as strange scars across pad-
docks and bold cuttings through 
the sides of hills. Overgrown, 
private, exposed, hard to find. 

Beau runs the rail line, pick-
ing up and finding the stations 
of yesteryear. Setting off with 
shovel in hand and dressed like 
a 50s train driver, running end 
to end as the first human pass-
ing for 60 years.  

Police, fences, blackberries, 
runner musings and leftover 
pasta map Beau against a 
warm autumn day as he makes 
his way across a landscape 
he’s lived in his whole life. 

Run the Line won the People’s 
Choice award at the 2019 Port 
Fairy Adventure Film Festival. Watch movie 

Draft NSW 
Crown Land 
strategy out
THE NSW government has 
released a draft strategy for 
the management of Crown 
Lands. 

Some 42% of land in NSW is 
Crown Land, more than 80% of 
which is leasehold grazing 
properties in the Western 
Division. The rest includes 
reserves such as Travelling Stock 
Reserves which the BNT uses, 
showgrounds and racecourses, 
etc. 

Community submissions on 
the draft closed on August 20, but 
the document was largely 
motherhood statements about 
directions such as consultation 
with Indigenous groups over land 
claims. 

It will be worth keeping an eye 
on the government over the next 
couple of years if they are 
thinking of changing Crown Land 
management, to make sure they 
are not closing roads and selling 
reserves as a way of revenue 
raising. 

Download draft Crown  
Lands strategy 7

FOR ME, trips on the Bicentennial 
National Trail have always been 
enhanced by getting up close and 
dirty with the locals. The local 
flora and fauna, that is. 

Trekking pace is ideal for see-
ing and hearing, noticing and in-
vestigating, not just the wide open 
spaces, but the minutia, the tiny 
wildflowers, bugs and beetles, the 
scats and prints, the sounds of 
frog and bird calls.  

With phone in hand, I can  sup-
port research and help build sci-
entific data. This can then be 
used to conserve the environ-
ment, pinpoint funding, change 
land use, and much more. 

 There are a number of apps 
which can be downloaded before 
a trip. OzAtlas allows me to 
record sightings of flora, fauna 
and fungi.  

FrogID helps to identify and 
count frogs from the sounds 
heard. Birdata and iNaturalist 
also allow me to identify and enter 
data for a huge range of plants 
and animals. 

To get involved with projects 
around the world, citizen scien-
tists play a crucial part in sifting 
data already collected.  

You can choose from identify-
ing marsupials which have been 
caught on camera in fire affected 
areas, to transcribing diaries of 
ornithologists in America from 
1913.  

DigiVol.ala.org.au is always 
welcoming new volunteers. 

LESLEY HAINE 

Citizen science 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/19cwDrKfkmDWQLr3hjXckvIUPAEQLzflY/view?usp=sharing
https://beardseason.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rxCghemtjjM
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IKRj7Y1vbuC6rK0KrOPSJGWHIFEPh4WM/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Tidmwruwll6eG2lArOlLDP_XKiWQa4on/view?usp=sharing
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rxCghemtjjM
https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0019/294211/State-Strategic-Plan-A-Vision-for-Crown-Land.pdf
https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0019/294211/State-Strategic-Plan-A-Vision-for-Crown-Land.pdf
https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0019/294211/State-Strategic-Plan-A-Vision-for-Crown-Land.pdf
https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0019/294211/State-Strategic-Plan-A-Vision-for-Crown-Land.pdf
https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0019/294211/State-Strategic-Plan-A-Vision-for-Crown-Land.pdf
https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0019/294211/State-Strategic-Plan-A-Vision-for-Crown-Land.pdf
https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0019/294211/State-Strategic-Plan-A-Vision-for-Crown-Land.pdf
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=au.org.ala.mobile.ozatlas#?t=W251bGwsMSwxLDIxMiwiYXUub3JnLmFsYS5tb2JpbGUub3phdGxhcyJd
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=au.net.australianmuseum.frogid&hl=en_AU
https://birdata.birdlife.org.au/
https://www.inaturalist.org/
http://DigiVol.ala.org.au
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rxCghemtjjM


What’s stopping you? 
By STEF GEBBIE 

MANY people have dreams of 
embarking on an epic journey. 

Sometimes these dreams have 
been with us from childhood; some-
times they strike out of the blue. 

 Sometimes they influence life 
decisions for decades; sometimes 
these dreams are private things that 
may be dramatically different to how 
we live our day to day lives.  

But the soul-crushing truth is that 
only a minority of people who dream 
of epic expeditions will actually un-
dertake them. What stops people 
from leaving home and taking to the 
road fascinates me. 

No doubt the reasons for staying 
home are as diverse as the reasons 
for dreaming up a wild journey in the 
first place. We may have family 
commitments and the pressures 
that come with them.  

We may be financially con-
strained, committed to paying off a 
mortgage, or prioritise career pro-
gression over the realisation of our 
expedition dreams.  

We might fear disparaging re-
marks from peers or feel social 
pressure to “achieve real goals.” 
Time may simply get away from us, 
and suddenly decades have passed 
and we still haven’t set out. We 
might face unexpected events such 
as a pandemic that throw our plans 
out the window (hello, 2020!).  

We may fear that we lack the 
skills, the determination, the grit, or 
the endurance to succeed.  

We may get stuck in the planning 
stage, unable to factor all possible 
eventualities into our spreadsheets and 
route-planning notes, feeling as though 
we don’t have enough information to 
set out yet.  

We may lie awake at night 
doubting and asking ourselves hor-
rible questions like, “What makes 
you think you can succeed at such 
an audaciously epic undertaking?”  

All these things may work to-
gether to keep us at home and pre-
vent us from taking to the road. But 
it seems like a lot of these reasons 
are based in fear. Fear of failure, of 
social criticism, of change.  

The truth is, we will never be 
able to plan for all eventualities. 
There comes a time when we have 
to take a deep breath, know we 
have done everything we can, and 
then take a chance.  

There will always be more 
knowledgeable and skilled people 
out there that probably do things 
better than we do.  

There will always be people in 
our lives who don’t understand our 
motivations and kind of raise their 
eyebrows when we mention our 
plans.  

There will always be people who 
see us riding down the road and 
say, “Ha! What a waste of a life.”  

There will always be more to 
learn. We will always make mis-
takes.  

But none of these things are 
reasons to stay home. The only 
valid reason to stay home is 
COVID-19, and as that dies down 
and travel becomes the joyfully 
easy thing it used to be,  

I hope everyone who has ever 
had a dream of long-distance horse 
travel takes to the road and re-
alises one thing: the world belongs 
to those on horseback. 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xSP-jmjS4We1GJBDTcZ94MsWpZmWhb2U/view?usp=sharing
https://road.horse/
https://road.horse/
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By ROB MCLAREN  
Map Coordinator 

How did the new maps 
come about? 

THE project was a result of 
the Board’s Strategic Review 
in mid-March 2020. A 
template map was confirmed 
following a two-month 
consultative review. In the last 
three months a team of four 
(editor-in-chief, the 
appropriate section 
coordinator, a topographer 
and a graphic designer) has 
updated an unprecedented 28 
maps from two guidebooks.  

What do they look like? 
THE PDF files are designed to 
be printed at A3 size (twice an 
A4 page and four times the 
size of current guidebook 
maps). In the two examples 
below, map features include: 

h Map title includes camp to 
camp 

h ‘Updated as at’ date 

h Copyrights, warnings and 
disclaimers 

h Elevation along the length 
of Trail travelled on that 
map 

Map 10-5 Wiarborough 
Creek - Taralga (or Section 10 

Map 5 or old Guidebook 10 
Map 4) is an example of a 
predominantly rural map, with 
one camp in a town. 

This map is not sponsored 
but seeks to invite sponsors 
(at $200 per year). This map 
includes a warning for 
travelling stock reserves 
(TSR) or private property 
access permission a number 
of days ahead if appropriate. 

Map 10-14 Yarralumla –
Westwood Farm, Kambah (or 
Section 10 Map 14 or old 
Guidebook 10 Map 13a) is an 
example of a predominantly 
urban map, which includes a 
sponsor. This map has an 

example of a ‘pink route’, 
which describes an alternate 
path during the day’s journey. 

Track notes are on the 
reverse side of the map. 
Click on the map above and 
scroll down to see them. 

When are they available?  
GUIDEBOOK 10 will cease 
being available for sale from 
1st September 2020. The 18 
new Section 10 maps will be 
available from that date at 
$7.00 per PDF files.  

Upon purchase, the PDF file 
or files will be emailed. The 
trekker then has the choice of 

downloading the file into their 
personal digital devices or 
printing/laminating them as 
hard copy.  

There will be a transition pe-
riod for anyone having pur-
chased a $30 guidebook (in 
this case GB10) since 1st 
March 2020.  

Those purchasers will be of-
fered the opportunity to select 
five new A3 map sheets, val-
ued at $35.00, from the 18 
Section 10 maps. This offer is 
limited only until 30th Septem-
ber 2020. 

Maps currently being up-
dated are prioritised by spon-
sorship. Guidebook 11 will be 

updated during September, as 
well as a sprinkling of spon-
sored maps across Queens-
land and Victoria.  

These maps will be avail-
able from 1st October 2020. 

We look forward to hear-
ing from members how they 
feel about the new maps 
and their experience in 
using them. 

 

Give your Bicentennial 
National Trail a boost in 

the right direction by 
sponsoring a map  

New National Trail maps

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ivv64audZIdjB2Z0N3h94R7qiuFKTeOW/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_5rZPF77bGuSodTf6cvp3b56Ghkd2Jmn/view?usp=sharing
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Section Coordinator profile
Section 11 – Yaouk to Providence Portal

PETER Cochran is a fifth 
generation Mountain Cattleman of 
Yaouk Valley, Adaminaby, NSW  
and is coordinator of Section 11  
Yaouk to Providence Portal. 

Peter has been providing 
travelling advice and refuge for 
BNT trekkers and their equipment 
and steeds at his property at 
Yaouk for over 25 years and is 
highly experienced in the 
conditions in the mountains.  

He is principal partner of 
Cochran Horse Treks and has 
been operating the business for 
over 20 years. For 18 of those 
years every year in March/April 
he takes groups of up to 20 riders 
on a 150km trek over seven days 
from Yaouk along the BNT to 
Khancoban to attend the Man 
from Snowy River Festival in 
Corryong. 

From Yaouk the track takes 
the riders into Koscuiszko 
National Park to Wares Yards for 
the first night and then on to 
Providence Portal for the second 
night. This country is timbered 
with some open frost gullies and 
brumbies can occasionally be 
seen among the trees. There are 
clean creeks in the gullies. 

From Providence Portal the 
next day crosses the Eucumbene 
River at dawn and then up into 
the alpine country toward Table 
Top. The group travels across 
Happy Jacks with Lunch 
overlooking the River. They then 
ride down to the confluence of the 
Tumut River and Happy Jacks 
River before crossing the 15 Mile 
Spur for a photo opportunity with 
Jagungal in the distance. 

Following the Man from Snowy 
River Festival in Corryong in 2021 
they plan to ride south on the 
BNT from Khancoban via Geehi 
to Tom Groggin. They have done 
a few fact finding trips since the 

fires and were very pleased to 
hear from a park ranger that 
Boardman’s Run was cleared and 
repaired in the weeks after the 
fires. There is minimal damage in 

the shadow of the western fall 
and what damage is there is 
recovering well and the higher 
rainfall in the area will assist with 
the recovery.

ABOVE: Peter and Bucky at Tom Groggin campground, showing no fire damage.  

BELOW: Trek horses at Wares Yards.        L. Holland and J. Melville

The Falls Country 

TOP: BNT camp Newton Boyd.  
RIGHT: Broadwater Station; Ebor Falls 

BELOW: Les O’Neil mustering camp; 
Ebor Falls frozen.

THE BNT between Barrington 
Tops and the Queensland border 
crosses what locals call the  
“Falls Country” where young 
rivers cascade over the  
Great Escarpment in many 
beautiful waterfalls. 

Trekking in this country is 
breathtaking but challenging. 
Kunderang Brook and the upper 
Macleay River; the Guy Fawkes 
wilderness; and Rocky River are 
rugged and isolated, testing your 
physical and planning capabilities. 

From drought and bushfire to 
floods and snowfalls; the diversity 
of weather extremes is matched 
by the richness of natural 
environments you will pass 
through – from tropical rainforest 
to meandering rivers then alpine 
snow gums. 

      ROGER FRYER 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1awoLKqWchTQ--5l1jmnLcu5w5XYYsDW7/view?usp=sharing
https://www.cochranhorsetreks.com.au/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gcLCSqRtEjoThJ6I5LVBqqIRHUSDFt9i/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RSWNe6pc6SSe0Ma9blwvnIKPRCJwMd5W/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RzaNCVSQ2d4Y92IfA87OufzL9hzY9MDL/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MsFHREpAnqMTZS9eDJUbwYEtruXy_lzK/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ktW0V61KymthgZdj_ZRapdX30kfCOGwV/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13wldgjBd2yZqT2z7aPI2P2RrOYo7-kQL/view?usp=sharing
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Bushwalking 
with a furca

QUOTE OF THE DAY: 

“I didn’t realise I was a contortionist 
until I got a tick on my bum!”

Eastern Ranges Trail ambassadors
THE EASTERN Ranges Trail 
helps existing trails like the BNT 
to engage with the communities 
they pass through. To develop 
the concept, the ERT is seeking 
ambassadors to weave this 
engagement into their treks. 

Instead of just passing 
through, linking your trek with 
local services such as transport,  
accommodation and work,  
supporting environmental 
causes or volunteering, and 
side adventures such as kayak-
ing or gliding, will ensure local 
support. Your experience will be 
significantly enhanced beyond 
what otherwise could be an 
arduous and lonely adventure.  

Providing tools to plan your 
personalised trek, to seek ways 
to finance it like sponsorships, 
and to raise money for worthy 
causes, the ERT is free to join, 
and there are no rules or  
special requirements. 

Please have a look around 
the ERT website and use the 
contact form to speak to the 
administrators about getting in 
the front seats as this useful  
initiative takes off.  

The Eastern Ranges Trail  
will make your trek easier and 
more fun, and the communities 
you encounter will welcome you  
and remember you for long 
afterwards.

www.easternrangestrail.org
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Keep out!
BY LAW of trespass, Englanders  
are excluded from 92 per cent of 
the land and 97 per cent of its 
waterways, blocked by walls 
whose legitimacy is rarely 
questioned. But behind them lies 
a story of enclosure, exploitation 
and dispossession of public rights 
whose effects last to this day. 

The Book of Trespass takes us 
on a journey over the walls of 
England, into the thousands of 
square miles of rivers, woodland, 
lakes and meadows that are 
blocked from public access.  

By trespassing the land of the 
media magnates, Lords, 
politicians and private 
corporations that own England, 
Nick Hayes argues that the root of 
social inequality is the uneven 
distribution of land. 

Weaving together the stories of 
poachers, vagabonds, gypsies, 
witches, hippies, ravers, ramblers, 
migrants and protestors, and acts 
of civil disobedience that 
challenge orthodox power at its 
heart, The Book of Trespass will 
transform the way you see the 
land. 

The Book of Trespass  
NICK HAYES Bloomsbury 

$22 Kindle, $25 hard cover  
on Amazon 

THE SARCINA was a marching 
pack carried by Roman legionar-
ies on a wooden pole called a 
furca, with tools, camping gear 
and food for several days. 

Now, ultra-light hikers have  
revived the furca and are finding 
it a handy, comfortable and 
adaptable alternative to the tradi-
tional rucksack.     Check it out:

ABOVE: Roman sarcina. 
LEFT: Modern-day furca. 

Annual General 
Meeting  online 
THIS YEAR, we were initially looking to 
hold the Annual General Meeting of the 
BNT in Canberra. However, with the im-
pacts and uncertainties with Covid-19 
across the country and the ongoing 
changes to travel arrangements between 
states and territories, this means we may 
not be able to gather as a group as we 
would have liked.  

We appreciate many of you look for-
ward to the AGM to catch up with friends 
and discuss what is happening along the 
trail. As many of you travel far to attend the 
weekend, we thought best to let you know 
at this stage, we will be holding the AGM 
online via technology – like Zoom or similar 
service.  

Details of the technology being used will 
be communicated to all separately, as this 
is still being arranged. If circumstances im-
prove in the interim and  enough notifica-
tion can be provided to you, we will try to 
facilitate a face-to-face meeting. 

This year’s AGM will be held on Satur-
day 17 October 2020 at 10.30am via online 
service. 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

THE BICENTENNIAL NATIONAL TRAIL 

10.30am SATURDAY 17th OCTOBER 2020  
via online technology 

Nominations for the Board of Directors 
of The Bicentennial National Trail Ltd 

Nominations for the Board of Directors to be submitted on this 
form and received by Friday 25th September 2020. 

PO Box 55, Gundagai NSW 2722 
Alternatively scan and email to: 
info@bicentennialnationaltrail.com.au 

Please provide and attach a brief profile of the nominee. 
 
We/I (Nominator) ....................................................................   
 
(Seconder) ............................................................................. 

Being a current financial member/s of the  
Bicentennial National Trail Ltd hereby nominate: 

................................................................................................ 

For the position of .................................................................. 

On the Board of Directors of Bicentennial National Trail Ltd. 

Nominator’s signature: ............................................................ 

Date: ....................................................................................... 

Seconder’s signature: ............................................................ 

Date: ....................................................................................... 

Nominee name in full: ............................................................ 

I accept this nomination: ........................................................ 

Nominee’s signature: ............................................................. 

Date: ...................................................................................... 

 

Proxy Form 

The Bicentennial National Trail Ltd 

Proxy Forms to be submitted on this form and received by  
Friday 25th September 2020. 

Returning Officer, PO Box 55 Gindagai, NSW 2722 

Or scan and email info@bicentennialnationaltrail.com.au 

I .............................................................................................. 

of ............................................................................................ 

Being a member of the above named company hereby appoint: 

................................................................................................ 

of ............................................................................................ 

Or failing him/her the Chairperson as my proxy to vote for me on 
my behalf at the Annual General Meeting of the company to be 
held on Saturday 17th October 2020 via online technology and at 
any adjournment thereof. 

SIGNED this day of ................................................................ 

................................................................................................ 

* Strike out whichever is not desired. Note: In the event of the 
member desiring to vote for or against any resolution, he shall 
instruct his proxy accordingly. Unless otherwise instructed, the 
proxy may vote as he thinks fit. Clubs have two delegates, 
therefore entitled to two votes.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1L7loDx2byAGi7IJ0PuuIJeaZDsKSsuEl/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aItoU4Gpozckuevx68VXzVAhELeLO7ba/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1O6izmm-nCH21AAgtz5J6TVVm86GUBrXb/view?usp=sharing
http://www.easternrangestrail.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ko8WRhI4TSg&list=WL&index=2&t=26s
https://www.amazon.com.au/Book-Trespass-Crossing-Lines-Divide/dp/1526604698/ref=asc_df_1526604698/?tag=googleshopdsk-22&linkCode=df0&hvadid=391591439210&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=2243832763677701048&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9071810&hvtargid=pla-918763506643&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com.au/Book-Trespass-Crossing-Lines-Divide/dp/1526604698/ref=asc_df_1526604698/?tag=googleshopdsk-22&linkCode=df0&hvadid=391591439210&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=2243832763677701048&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9071810&hvtargid=pla-918763506643&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com.au/Book-Trespass-Crossing-Lines-Divide/dp/1526604698/ref=asc_df_1526604698/?tag=googleshopdsk-22&linkCode=df0&hvadid=391591439210&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=2243832763677701048&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9071810&hvtargid=pla-918763506643&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com.au/Book-Trespass-Crossing-Lines-Divide/dp/1526604698/ref=asc_df_1526604698/?tag=googleshopdsk-22&linkCode=df0&hvadid=391591439210&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=2243832763677701048&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9071810&hvtargid=pla-918763506643&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com.au/Book-Trespass-Crossing-Lines-Divide/dp/1526604698/ref=asc_df_1526604698/?tag=googleshopdsk-22&linkCode=df0&hvadid=391591439210&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=2243832763677701048&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9071810&hvtargid=pla-918763506643&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com.au/Book-Trespass-Crossing-Lines-Divide/dp/1526604698/ref=asc_df_1526604698/?tag=googleshopdsk-22&linkCode=df0&hvadid=391591439210&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=2243832763677701048&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9071810&hvtargid=pla-918763506643&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com.au/Book-Trespass-Crossing-Lines-Divide/dp/1526604698/ref=asc_df_1526604698/?tag=googleshopdsk-22&linkCode=df0&hvadid=391591439210&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=2243832763677701048&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9071810&hvtargid=pla-918763506643&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com.au/Book-Trespass-Crossing-Lines-Divide/dp/1526604698/ref=asc_df_1526604698/?tag=googleshopdsk-22&linkCode=df0&hvadid=391591439210&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=2243832763677701048&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9071810&hvtargid=pla-918763506643&psc=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ko8WRhI4TSg&list=WL&index=2&t=26s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ko8WRhI4TSg&list=WL&index=2&t=26s
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KZ7meXBqHsKF91H5BqEQ0eguvsc4GnUP/view?usp=sharing
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Kosciuszko 
a great  
national 
park
ORIGINALLY the home of three 
Aboriginal groups, the Ngarigo, 
Walgalu and Djilamatang people, 
the Snowy Mountains are de-
scribed in a new book by Graeme 
Worboys and Deirdre Slattery. 

They detail how squatters with 
cattle occupied the region from 
the 1820s. By 1840, the Snowy 
region had been stocked with 
200,000 sheep, 75,000 cattle and 
3,000 horses which grazed in the 
mountains each summer. 

Kosciuszko State Park – later 
Kosciuszko National Park – was 
proclaimed in 1944. A decade of 
further scientific research led to 
the end of summer grazing leases 
above 1,350 metres in 1958. 

Soon after rangers started im-
pounding stock found illegally in 
the park, an effigy of a park 
ranger swinging from a hang-
man’s noose was installed on the 
veranda of the Jindabyne Hotel. 

LEFT: A ranger-guided tour leaving for 
the Kosciuszko summit in 1964. 
ABOVE: Stock illegally moved into the 
park after grazing leases ended in 
1958. BELOW: Cattle grazing at Club 
Lake believed to be during the Federa-
tion Drought (1897-1903).

DUE to logging, the trail will be 
redirected from Duckmaloi Road 
onto Boggy Creek Road for a 
period of six months to a year 
from this month. 

We have spoken with Forest 
Service and as far as we know 
trekkers will still be able to use 
the Boggy Creek campsite. 

We are awaiting markers to 
arrive so that we can remark 
and measure distances. 

We highly advise that 
trekkers contact us before 
starting this area.  

Thank you.  

Hazel and Martin McCort

Changes to track Boggy Creek-Jenolan Map 14

From Page 2 

The Board is endeavouring to 
increase awareness of the Trail, 
improve the quality and accessi-
bility of our mapping and other re-
sources, and ensure that we 
remain financially viable and 
healthy.  We are particularly look-
ing for any members who have 
marketing or IT expertise.  
Prospective Board members must 
be nominated and seconded by 
existing financial members. 

Following on from the out-
comes of our recent survey, there 
will be a vote at the AGM on 
changing the name of the Trail 
from the ‘Bicentennial National 
Trail’ to the ‘National Trail’. With 
the Bicentennial celebrations now 
almost 40 years behind us, it is 
felt that the relevance of the word 
‘bicentennial’ is dated and ob-
scure, particularly to younger peo-
ple.   

The name ‘National Trail’ also 
opens the way to extending the 
Trail.  It is not hard to envisage a 
truly National Trail that loops all 
the way around Australia.   

A few members have asked 
‘what about the acronym?’, which 
is certainly a valid question, how-
ever, many of us who have been 
using the new name for a while 
have skipped using an acronym 
and are finding that the term ‘Na-
tional Trail’ rolls off the tongue 
pretty readily. 

The Board has made signifi-
cant progress on developing a 
National Trail Strategic Plan, 
which will drive the direction of 
our organisation over the next five 
years.  The Strategic Plan will ex-
plain to our members and the rest 
of the world, our purpose and will 
set tasks and targets for the 
Board. Once approved by our 
members, the Strategic Plan will 
also be used to help seek addi-
tional funding. 

In response to frequent re-
quests for a navigational app for 
the Trail, we have been investi-
gating several alternatives. We 
have begun negotiating with the 
Australian representatives of 
Guthook Guides.  Some of you 
may be familiar with the Guthook 
Guides app which was developed 
by three American hikers, Ryan 
(Guthook) Linn and Paul and 
Alice Bodnar.   

This app already covers a 
number of well-known trails world-
wide including some in Australia.  
The app is regarded as an excel-
lent navigational and planning 
tool.  An app user can touch the 
Trail at any two locations and find 
the distance between them as 
well as the total ascent and de-
scent.   Waypoints can be created 
on points of interest and busi-
nesses that are on or support the 
Trail.  

Where the Trail goes through 
towns with relevant facilities or 
special sites, they can be ear-
marked. Waypoints can be camp 
sites, water locations, accommo-
dation, cafes, farmstays, food 
drop off or transfer providers, 
points of interest etc, etc. Way-
points can also collect and share 
stories associated with places 
along the Trail.  The app will also 
allow trekkers to report any dam-
age to the Trail or its infrastruc-
ture, as well as other relevant 
information such as water 
level/quality.  

Trekkers using the app will be 
also able to share their location 

and progress with family and 
friends without needing to send or 
receive emails. Trekkers progress 
on the app can be updated when-
ever they are in mobile contact. 
However, it is important that users 
of the app take maps and know 
how to use a compass.  As the 
suppliers of the app note: "the 
smartest thing in the hiking group 
must not be the smartphone". 

Adopting the Guthook Guides 
app would help ensure the Na-
tional Trail is part of an interna-
tional stable of trails. This would 
enable the National Trail to be in-
cluded in local and international 
marketing campaigns  

The app is free to download 
and a small section of Trail is of-
fered for free to demonstrate how 
the app works.  Maps of other 
trails can be purchased in the app 
which activates it’s functionality. 

The Board would like to en-
courage members to have a look 
at the Guthook Guides app or 
hear from anyone who has experi-
ence with this app and provide us 
with any feedback.  At this stage 
we are planning to commence our 
foray into navigational apps in tan-
dem with the move to download-
able A3 maps. 

As always, the Board would 
like to acknowledge and thank our 
many volunteer section coordina-
tors, Dr Nicky Austin our mapping 
guru, our IT/website wizards Vin-
cent Brouillet and Lance Williams, 
Roger Fryer for his exceptional ef-
fort in producing ‘Tracks’ and the 
engine room for our financial, 
membership and sales manage-
ment the exceptionally patient 
Karen Carter.   

Thanks also to my Board col-
leagues for their hard work and 
support. 

All the best 

NEIL WARD  
0419 010 744

From the Chair

The plan of management for 
Kosciuszko National Park has 
been updated frequently  to ac-
commodate more tourism facili-
ties, and the threat of further 
development is also coming via 
Snowy 2.0, a A$5 billion proposal 
to expand the current hydroelec-
tric scheme. 

Kosciuszko:  
A Great National Park 

 Dr GRAEME WORBOYS  
and DEIRDRE SLATTERY 

Envirobook 
$74.99

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KYIHo-Np9DWd_CH-nRp6dyVayDxk6IAG/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FsdYjwqel6KKJejytmAFsP1GBA1wXAx-/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VhAC0IVQEYhB531I_-TUCgcAh90BdS0Q/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1K0MDuXihv5VFkH_AD15Jvl3-AvPbWpp-/view?usp=sharing
https://www.envirobook.com.au/Publishing/publishing.htm
https://www.envirobook.com.au/Publishing/publishing.htm
https://www.envirobook.com.au/Publishing/publishing.htm
https://www.envirobook.com.au/Publishing/publishing.htm
https://www.envirobook.com.au/Publishing/publishing.htm
https://www.envirobook.com.au/Publishing/publishing.htm
https://www.envirobook.com.au/Publishing/publishing.htm
https://www.envirobook.com.au/Publishing/publishing.htm
https://www.envirobook.com.au/Publishing/publishing.htm
https://www.envirobook.com.au/Publishing/publishing.htm
https://www.envirobook.com.au/Publishing/publishing.htm
https://www.envirobook.com.au/Publishing/publishing.htm
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BNT BoardSection coordinators 
Chairperson and Trekker Registrar: 
Neil Ward 
ward.hawklea@bigpond.com 
0419 010 744 
 
Secretary: Simon Tellam 
0408 355 595 
 
Treasure and Vice-chair:  
Marianne Kranenburg 
0401 361 133 
 
Director: Lesley Haine 
0488 131 151 
 
Director and Map Coordinator: 
Robert McLaren 
0438 610 115 

Director: Kath Ryan 
0455 215 515 
 
Director and Trail Coordinator:  
Tanya Bosch 
0419 217 974 
 
 

 
BNT Administration 

Sales and membership 
Karen Carter  
PO Box 55 GUNDAGAI NSW 2722 
0427 279 049

QUEENSLAND 

Guidebook 1    Edition 2 
 
Dave Wallace 
Maps 1-8 Cooktown to end of Bump 
Track  
Mob: 0447 600 127    
bargrall@flexosoft.com 
 
Val Shannon 
Guidebook 1, Maps 9-14  
Bump Track to Walsh River 
Mob: 0408 717 892   
valmel@westnet.com.au 
 
Tim Daniel 
Maps 15-20 Walsh River to 
Gunnawarra (Rudd Creek) 
Tim Daniel Wilderness Expeditions     
info@wildex.com.au  or  
tdwildwalk@gmail.com  
Mob: 0476 546 914  
 
Guidebook 2    Edition 2  
 
Tim Daniel 
Maps 1- 6 and 14–22 Gunnawarra 
to Burdekin Falls Dam  
Tim Daniel Wilderness Expeditions     
info@wildex.com.au or  
tdwildwalk@gmail.com 
Mob: 0476 546 914  
 
Mike Teuwsen  
Maps 23-27 Burdekin Falls Dam to 
Collinsville 
Ph: 07 4954 0424  
Mob: 0408 075 019     
MTeuwsen@komatsu.com.au 
 
Guidebook 3   Edition 2 
 
Mike Teuwsen  
Maps 1 -12 Collinsville to R4 
Ph: 07 4954 0424  
Mob: 0408 075 019     
MTeuwsen@komatsu.com.au 
 
Therese and Cedric Creed 
Maps 13-22 R4 to Kabra 
Mob: 0490 109 273   
or 0429 948 198    
beefy@beagle.com.au  
 
Guidebook 4    Edition 2                  
 
Therese and Cedric Creed 
Maps 1-7   Kabra to Calliope River 
Mob: 0490 109 273   
or 0429 948 198     
beefy@beagle.com.au 
 
Kim McArdle  
Maps 7-15   Calliope River to 
Kalpowar 
Ph: 07 4979 0909  
Mob: 0400 703 920     
tobymac55@hotmail.com 

Ashley Campbell 
Maps 16 - 22 Kalpowar to 
Biggenden 
Mob: 0411 551 948  
sablechief@gmail.com 
 
Guidebook 5   Edition 2                                                                                
 
Dave McLeod 
Maps1-7 Biggenden to  
Wide Bay Creek 
Ph: 07 4124 3107   
Mob: 0439 532 737 
geriatricyclist@gmail.com 
 
Beril Murray 
Map 12-16 R125 Brisbane River to 
Blackbutt 
Mob: 0408 874 634   
berilmurray@hotmail.com  
 
Guidebook 6   Edition 3 
 
Beril Murray 
Map 1 Blackbutt to Emu Creek 
Mob: 0408 874 634  
berilmurray@hotmail.com  
 
Lynne Anderson  
Maps 6 and 7 Ravensbourne to 
Withcott 
Ph: 07 4630 5142      
Aust Post: 41 Watts Road, Murphys 
Creek Qld 4352 
 
John Dwyer 
Maps  8-18 Withcott to NSW  border. 
Ph: 07 4615 2247    
Mob:  0419 179 205    
dwyer.john.c@gmail.com 

NEW SOUTH WALES  

Guidebook 7   Edition 3  
 
Michael Combe  
Maps 1-7 Killarney to Demon Creek  
Mob: 0429 907 490   
Maxwell@harbourisp.net.au  
and  
John Raymond   
Ph: 02 6737 6631 
drakejohn288@gmail.com 
 
Paul and Cherrie Jones  
Maps 8-20 Grasstree to Ebor:  
Ph: 02 6649 4377     
Mob: 0437 924 692   
paulandcherrie.jones@yahoo.com  
 
Guidebook 8  Edition 3 
 
Leonie Box 
Maps 1-5 Ebor to Middle Yards  
Mob:  0448 321 017        
leoniebox2@bigpond.com 
or Yaraandoo Eco Lodge 
Ph: 0455 347 600  
or 02 6620 3994  

enquiries@yaraandoo.com.au 
Christopher Hodgson  
Maps 5-12 Middle Yards to 
Thunderbolts Way (Nowendoc)  
Ph: 02 6584 4930   
Mob: 0407 001 968     
timtrek@midcoast.com.au 
 
Barrington tops has southern assess 
only.  No access through Mrs Sun’s 
property ‘Karamea’ 
No access or coverage for  
Maps 13-14.  Use Nundle Route. 
 
Lydia Stuart-Hill  
Nundle Route. Thunderbolts Way to 
Crawney  
Ph: 02 6762 1802    
Mob: 0423 243 622       
hamishhill@bigpond.com 
 
Sue and Donald Finlay  
Maps 16-22 Pigna Barnie to 
Aberdeen,  
Nundle Route Crawney to Aberdeen 
and  
Edition 2 Book 9 Barrington Tops-
Polblue to Aberdeen 
Ph: 02 6546 1151     
finlay@skymesh.com.au 
 
Guidebook 9     Edition 4  
 
Rosemary Munn  
Maps 1-2 Aberdeen to  
Sandy Hollow 
Ph: 02 6547 8108     
n.rmunn@activ8.net.au  
 
Marlene and Joe Teuma 
Maps 3-6 Sandy Hollow to 
Cudgegong River 
Ph: 02 6547 5143    
joeteuma@hotmail.com  
 
Mal and Denise Keeley  
Maps 7-12 Cudgegong River to 
Hampton  
Mal's Mob: 0428 551 818      
mal.keeley@bigpond.com 
Denise's Mob: 0429 034 942 
denise.keeley@bigpond.com 
 
Martin and Hazel McCort Guidebook 
9, Maps 13-14 Hampton to Jenolan 
Caves 
Martin and Hazel McCort 
Ph: 02 6335 6241  
Mob: 0427 404 989   
zelmarah@activ8.net.au 
 
Guidebook 10 Edition 3 
 
Martin and Hazel McCort 
Maps 1-6 Jenolan Caves to 
Crookwell 
Ph: 02 6335 6241  

Mob: 0427 404 989   

zelmarah@activ8.net.au 
Leanne Kelly  
Maps 7-10 Crookwell to Gundaroo 
Ph. 02 4835 3120   or 0420 670 
743 kellysrun460@gmail.com 
 
 
Jenny Costin Maps 11-15  
Gundaroo to Mt Clear (Namadgi 
National Park) 
Includes ACT Section 
Jenny Costin  
Mob: 0412 274 810     
jenny.costin@outlook.com 
 
Guidebook 11  Edition 3  
 
Peter Cochran  
Maps 1-3 Yaouk to Providence 
Portal  
Mob: 0417 370 490       
bushy.97@hotmail.com 
 
Warwick Garner and Mick Casnave 
Maps 4-8 Providence Portal to 
Khancoban. Warwick Garner   
Ph: 02 6946 6217 no email address 
and  
Mick Casnave 
Mob. 0419 972 439     
mjcasnave@bigpond.com 
 
Charlie Findlay 
Maps 9-10 Khancoban to  
Tom Groggin 
Ph: 02 6076 9474  
Mob. 0474 435 955  
ccharliefindlay@gmail.com 

VICTORIA 

Guidebook 12    Edition 3  
 
John Stubbs  
Maps 1-16  Tom Groggin to  
Dargo River 
Mob: 0427 003 157     
john.stubbs3@telstra.com 
 
Glenn Joiner 
Maps 19-29  Dargo River to 
Knockwood  
Ph: 0439 745 071     
joiner_glenn@yahoo.com.au  
 
John and Jo Kasch  
Maps 30-37  Knockwood to 
Healesville   
Ph: 03 5963 7264      
jkasch1@bigpond.com 
  
*Updates to Robert McLaren 
0438 610 115
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Around the same time the 
Pendergasts brought cattle to 
Benambra and Edmund Buckley 
took up Tongiomungie. With no 
land outlet, they drove stock back 
to Eden to ship them out of 
Twofold Bay. 

Not all these pioneers stayed. 
Some moved on and some retired 
to let others run their properties. 
But one family remained and the 
name Pendergast is synonymous 
with high country grazing. 

John, Thomas, William and 
James Pendergast were born at 
Wollombi, NSW, to an Irish/Welsh 
immigrant. When they matured, 
these skilled bushmen moved to 
the newly discovered Monaro and 
Omeo districts, claiming land at 
Cooma and Moonbah, then 
25,000 acres at Lake Omeo. 

Supplies were packed in the 
163 miles from Eden, and surplus 
fat bullocks sold to the boiling 
down works there. Two acres of 
wheat were sown by hand-digging 
with a spade, cut with a sickle and 
threshed with a flail. 

More relatives  arrived from 
Campbelltown and had more 
sons with repetitive names so 
there were Pendergasts all over 
the place, in particular William, 
James and John, who were given 
the Omeo property by the original 
John Snr. 

A severe winter  killed most of 
their cattle and James left to work 
packing supplies and catching 
and breaking wild horses which 
were already proliferating.  

With the money he earned, 
James brought Herefords to the 
mountains, which were hardier 
than the previous Shorthorns. 

There were so many 
Pendergasts with the same name, 
they improvised with names like 
Big Jack, Little Jack, Black Jack, 
Omeo Jack and Swampy Jack.  

When James Pendergast first 
came to the district the bush 
country was fairly open, but the 
demise of Aboriginal burning, 
ringbarking and subsequent wild 
fires made the remnant eucalypts 
sucker from the stumps and a lot 
of it became impenetrable scrub. 

Most of the country from the 
Monaro to Limestone Creek in 
Victoria was held by the three 
brothers, but when the Barry Act 
came into force, the best of the 
land was selected by others. 
James Pendergast died aged 87 
in 1924. The surviving clan went 
by names such as Long Will, 
Weary Will, Young Jack, Old Jim, 
Young Jim, Kimberley Jim, Black 
Jim and Courty Jim. 

There are of course many 
other names associated with the 
mountains, such as the 
O’Rourkes of Suggan Buggan, the 
Rogers of Ingeegoodbie, the Guys 
of Crooked River, the Bennies of 
Rose River, the Frys of the 
Howqua, the Teasures of Dargo 
and the Lovicks of Howqua, 
whose property was used in The 
Man from Snowy River movie. 

Some of these names are gone 
and some endure, but the 
mountains remain as formidable 
as ever.      

    ROGER FRYER

Pioneers of the 
High Country 

Cornelius, William, John and James 
Pendergast at Omeo in 1837.

BNT TRACKS welcomes contributions. 
We are looking for photos, news items, 
snippets, poems, stories and 
particularly treks and other activities 
carried out on the Trail. 

Contributions are cursorily edited but 
largely style and correct English is the 
responsibility of the writer – thus 
retaining the original flavour of the text 
as the author intends.  

Phone 0427 559 575 for advertising 
rates. Deadline for next issue January 
30. The magazine is direct mailed to 
1000 subscribers. 

tracks@nationaltrail.com.au

Contributions

mailto:ward.hawklea@bigpond.com
mailto:info@nationaltrail.com.au
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aGC1ALLqb3lbtrDhUDBz-2mkQIgbCkgN/view?usp=sharing
mailto:tracks@nationaltrail.com.au


THE expansion of grazier 
pioneers in Australia 

occurred quite quickly, beginning 
in the mid-1820s as population 
swelled and entrepreneurs 
realised the potential for huge 
wool profits.  

This was common throughout 
the world as emigration from 
European and Asian countries 
increased. Open rangelands 
which did not need development 
like clearing, fencing and pasture 
improvement were particularly 
sought to supply the wealthy 
English cloth industries.  

Once the Blue Mountains were 
broached and the rich Bathurst 
plains discovered, free settlers, 
native-born and English investors 
rushed to occupy Australia’s 
abundant cleared areas –  both 
natural and maintained by 
Aboriginal burning  –  leapfrogging 
each other and moving further out 
past already occupied country. 

By the mid-1830s it was in full 
swing, with young native-born men 
from the Hunter River pioneering 
the Liverpool Plains, Darling 
Downs, New England and the 
Clarence and Richmond Rivers.  

To the south they found the 
vast Monaro plains which were 
easily grasped with access from 
Sydney via the Goulburn and 
Canberra districts. Once there, 
however, discovery was slowed 
by the barrier of the Snowy 
Mountains and Victorian Alps. 

Sealers and whalers had been 
operating out of Twofold Bay on 
the southeast coast elbow for 
some time, with only sea access, 
and the Victorian eastern coast 
was unoccupied. There was little 

good land in the mountains 
themselves, but explorers 
pressed on until they encountered 
the rich grasslands of the Omeo 
and Benambra districts. 

George Mackillop forced his 
way through this border country to 
Omeo in 1835, followed by the 
Pendergasts, the O'Rourkes, 
Edward Baylis and John Wilkinson. 
Then Angus McMillan opened up 
the new province of Gippsland. 

McMillan’s legacy was later 
tarnished however with reports he 
led a massacre of 150 Aborigines 
after his mate Macalister was 
killed by a member of the Yuan 
tribe. He was also implicated in a 
further five massacres. 

Captain Mark John Currie RN  
crossed the Limestone Plains, 
where Canberra stands today, in 
1823. He moved on to the open 
country south, known as the 
‘Monaroo’. Squatters followed, 
and by 1837 the Monaro was 
populated by about 1500 people. 

Count Strzelecki explored the 
Snowy Mountains region, 
culminating in his ascent of Mt 
Kosciuszko in 1840. with another 
explorer, Lhotske, actually 
sighting the mountain first. 

On the western approach to 
the Alps, men such as John 
Mitchell, George Gray, James 

Brown and John Wells journeyed 
to the Bogong High Plains, 
Cobungra and the Gibbo Range 
(Victoria) seeking new pastures. 

In 1839 Terrence Murray of 
Yarralumla (the property that 
became Government House in 
Canberra) was using a route over 
the Brindabella Mountains to 
establish outstations for cattle on 
the high plains of what is today 
Kosciuszko National Park. 

There was little market for beef 
at first, but cattle travelled better 
than sheep in rough country and 
some return could be made by 
boiling them down for tallow. The 
important thing was to stock new 
country so it could be claimed. 

Supply routes from the north 
were too long so a pack-horse 
trail was forced from Twofold Bay 
along an Indigenous route known 
as the Bundian Way.  

In 1841 the NSW Governor 
employed McMillan to find a route 
from the Monaro Plains over the 
mountains to Omeo and down to 
Port Albert for farmers to send 
produce to the lucrative markets 
of Tasmania. The Ingeegoodbee 
Track headed south from 
Jindabyne, descending a spur 
called Jacobs Ladder before 
crossing the Snowy River. It was 
another Indigenous route. 
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Horse-drawn covered wagon at Omeo.

Pioneers of  
the High 
Country

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Vmb3P8p_ksL3amqYC9wwIx47qtECBoNq/view?usp=sharing
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