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There’ll be 
movement  
at the station
WORD has got around that the BNT Annual 
General Meeting will be held on November 1, 
at Tom Groggin Station, home of Jack Riley, 
right, the “Man from Snowy River”. 

So all the cracks will gather for the fray 
with no regrets. Full story  on the meeting 
and a rundown on the station itself inside. 



IN June 2014 the BNT Facebook page 
hit a major milestone of  1,000 likes. 
That’s a lot of  people and we’d like to 
thank everyone who has liked our page. 

When we started the page we had 
no idea so many people cared about the 
BNT. It’s pretty amazing for us to know 
that 1,000 people, from all over the 
world, share our passion for all things 
BNT. 

We love to get updates from people 
using the Trail, so please share your 
own BNT adventures on our Facebook 
page.  

 
A few tips: 

If  you have created a Facebook 
page to record your adventures, let us 

know and we will follow you. When 
you do this we receive your updates in 
our news feed and will post these to 
our timeline. 

If  you post to your personal Face-
book page and you want to share with 
us, the setting for the post must be set 
to ‘public’, otherwise we can’t share it 
to our timeline. 

You can post directly to our page. 
If  possible, add a photo because then 
we can share to the timeline. 

We love to hear your stories – rid-
ers, cyclists, walkers and runners, we 
love you all! 

Thank you for following us. 
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Newsto Walsh River. Thank you Steve for 
adding to your existing section coordinator 
duties. And with the recent closure of  the 
CREB Track after extensive cyclone 
damage, Steve is in negotiations with 
Douglas Shire Council for a favourable 
solution for the BNT. Members will be 
keep informed through the BNT website 
and Facebook. 

At this year’s AGM there will be a 
number of  vacancies for positions on the 
BNT Board. The Board is requesting any 
person interested in being involved in the 

future of  the BNT to consider nominating 
at this year’s AGM. The Board has been 
operating this last year with two vacancies, 
and this has been stretching the workload 
and the operation of  the BNT Board. If  
any member is considering nominating 
please contact me most evenings on 1300 
1378 724. 

 
Nick Jacomas 
nickjacomas@bigpond.com 
0417 900 070  

FIRES Near Me, for updates on regional 
bushfires or bans: www.firesnearme.com.au  

Or download the app from iTunes. 

THE opening of  the Boardmans Run 
section of  the BNT around Tom Groggin 
was a success with thanks to the NSW 
National Parks and Wildlife Service.  

I also express my appreciation to BNT 
members Terry Snow and Peter Cochran 
whose efforts in this endeavour made it all 
possible. 

I welcome new section coordinators 
Martin and Hazel McCort. Martin and 
Hazel have taken on the responsibility for 
Guidebook 9, Hampton to Jenolan Caves. 
We are grateful to former section 
coordinator Genevieve Long, who can’t 
leave entirely and who will be assisting as 
backup for Martin and Hazel. This is a 
crucial time for the Jenolan Caves section 
as we have put forward a submission for 
relocation of  the Trail in this area. The 
proposal for a safer route is due to 
Genevieve’s initiative. Genevieve is also a 
member of  theNSW NPWS Horse 
Consultative Committee. 

 Another farewell is Jenny Lott, long-
time section coordinator for Guidebook 1,  
Cooktown to Kingsborough. Jenny is 
retiring from her section coordinator role 
and we sincerely thank Jenny for her 
commitment to the BNT over many years. 
This is perhaps the most remote and least 
developed part of  the Trail  – a long way 
from anywhere. Steve Grainger has agreed 
to take on this section and is now the 
section coordinator for all of  Cooktown 

New BNT office 
phone numbers
The BNT Information Office phone num-
ber is still 1300 138 724.   Office hours 
9am-6pm (DST). Please leave a message if  
unanswered. 

The Sales and Membership number is 
0459 722 081.   Office hours  5-7am and 
6-8pm, Monday-Friday (EST). 
     OFFICE SECRETARY JOSEPHINE HARDING

Bushfire alerts

THIS is a most useful site – a single page 
for eastern Australian fire incidents. Live 
feed except NT: www.unorthodox.com.au 

New email address 
THE new email address for  
BNT TRACKS magazine is: 
tracks@nationaltrail.com.au.

BNT Board Chairman Nick Jacomas at the opening of Boardmans Run.

A living trail
MANAGING a trail more than 5,000km 
in length can be quite a headache and con-
gratulations should go out to Chairman 
Nick Jacomas, the Board and Management 
Commitee of  the BNT for the job that 
they do. 

The problems associated with lack of  
skilled personnel, the Trail alignment, 
floods, fires and changes in land tenure 

and ownership, all add up to a task similar 
to herding cats. 

Yet, as one Board member stated re-
cently: “The trekkers still get through”. 

This is because the Bicentennial National 
Trail is not an earthwork, it’s a community of  
people, all dedicated to the concepts of  ad-
venture, self-reliance and respect for the en-
vironment. Congratulations BNT! 

Editorial

Carol and boys meet Mushgang
CAROL Geraghty and her two sons 
Walter, 12, and Jacob, 14, are six months 
into a year-long trek up the BNT from 
Healesville to Cooktown. 

Not long back they negotiated the 
difficult Macleay River – Guy Fawkes 
River sections and along the way called in 
to visit Mushgang who is travelling in the 
opposite direction. 

Mushgang has been on the trail for 
several years now and has so far made it 
halfway. He has been at Ebor for some 
time working on local cattle stations. 
What’s next Mushgang?  

Full story of  Carol’s and the boys’ 
adventure is covered in detail on Page 11. 

Right: Carol Geraghty and her two sons Walter 
and Jacob with Mushgang at Ebor.
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Boardman’s Run 
trail opened

Terry Snow, Peter Cochran, John Barilaro MP, Mick Pettitt and Greg Aplin MP cutting the rib-
bon at the Boardman’s Run section of the Bicentennial National Trail, which is a newly-built 
22km section between the new horse camps at Tom Groggin and Geehi in Kosciuszko Na-
tional Park.

WALKERS, horse riders and 
mountain bikers are invited to 

enjoy a new section of  the Bicentennial 
National Trail in Kosciuszko National 
Park opened by the Member for Albury 
Greg Aplin and Monaro MP John Bari-
laro. 

Environment Minister Rob Stokes 
said an investment of  $420,000 to re-
route a section of  trail will enhance vis-
itor experiences and provide a 
spectacular all-season adventure in the 
Snowy Mountains. 

“The 22 kilometre stretch between 
Tom Groggin and Geehi campgrounds 
now takes visitors through fern gullies 
and includes the most picturesque 
creek crossings,” Mr Stokes said. 

“Following the Bicentennial Na-
tional Trail in part or in full is a superb 
way to connect with the environment, 
explore our heritage, and be active in 
an environmentally responsible man-
ner.” 

Mr Aplin said local businesses 
would benefit from an improved Bicen-
tennial National Trail. 

“Previously this section of  the trail 

went along the Alpine Way roadside, 
which was not as enjoyable, or safe for 
people and horses. 

“Raising this section of  the trail to 
a high standard gives people another 
reason to visit the region and will help 
our year-round economy. 

“It also provides a new and impres-
sive experience that will compel more 
visitors with diverse interests to come 
and enjoy Kosciuszko National Park.” 

Mr Barilaro said re-routing this sec-
tion of  the trail had been a cooperative 
effort between the NSW National 
Parks and Wildlife Service, park users 
and the community. 

“This was a significant infrastruc-
ture project and many local groups as-
sisted with this re-routing,” Mr Barilaro 
said. 

“In particular we thank Canberra 
businessman and horse riding enthusi-
ast Terry Snow, who donated $60,000 
to the project. 

“This new section in Kosciuszko 
National Park will whet people’s ap-
petites for a new adventure in the 
Snowy Mountains.” 

Snaffle Bits

FRENCH’S already broad portfolio has 
been considerably expanded in this re-
write of  the history of  Australia, pursuing 
the argument that the land shaped the 
people who lived in it. 

 She claims that Australia was a boun-
tiful garden and foodstore carefully tended 
by Aboriginal women, while men’s hunting 
was largely ceremonial. Naturally, she sug-
gests the European invasion ruined it. 

French’s oblique view comes up with 
some interesting claims: 

“Mankind will survive climate change.” 

“My superannuation is being paid by 
the mining industry.” 

AT the end of  a long day, there is nothing 
like kicking back with a coffee. How good 
is it when that coffee is just that little bit 
better than normal: a proper espresso?  

The people at Airspresso thought it 
was a good idea to have nice coffee wher-
ever you go. So they went and turned the 
idea into reality. Smaller than a 375mm can 
of  soft drink, and able to produce a real 
espresso shot, the Airspresso coffee ma-
chine is a gem. Simple, elegant design. 
Easy to disassemble and clean. Weighing 
in at 200gm. It’s just perfect for the trav-
eller, whether you’re on foot, on horse-
back, or bicycle. 

The Airspresso is 
available direct from 
the manufacturer via 
their website: 
www.airspresso.-com.au  

Designed and 
made in Melbourne 
from quality compo-
nents, it is a robust 
and reliable piece of  

kit. The price on a complete package in-
cluding is $199.00, which includes tamper, 
a watertight screw lid container to pack the 
unit into, some Rainforest Alliance coffee, 
instructions and a sticker for the kids, 
packing and shipping.  You can buy the 
Airspresso on its own for $139.00 deliv-
ered. 

GAZ 

Caffeine fix

Let The Land Speak by Jackie French 
Harper Collins 448pp 
$20.99 on iTune,s Kindle $19.66 on Amazon 
Hardback $40.50 from Boomerang Books

Quote of  
the Decade
“YOU know, I have a culture. I am a cultured 
person. (Speaking Arrernte) I’m talking an-
other language. And my language is alive. 

“I am not something that fell out of  the 
sky for the pleasure of  somebody putting an-
other culture into this cultured being. John 
(Pilger in Utopia) shows what is an ongoing 
denial of  me. 

“I am not an Aboriginal or, indeed, In-
digenous. I am Arrernte, Alyawarre, First Na-
tions person, a sovereign person from this 
country. (Speaking Arrernte) 

“This is the country I came out from. I 
didn’t come from overseas. I came from here. 

“My language, in spite of  whiteness try-
ing to penetrate into my brain by assimila-
tionists – I am alive, I am here and now – and 
I speak my language. I practise my cultural 
essence of  me. 

“Don’t try and suppress me and don’t call 
me a problem. I am not the problem. 

“I have never left my country nor have I 
ceded any part of  it. Nobody has entered 
into a treaty or talked to me about who I am. 
I am Arrernte Alyawarre female elder from 
this country. Please re-
member that. I am not 
the problem.” 

ROSALIE KUNOTH-MONKS  
on ABC’s Q&A  program

The Man from 
Cox’s River

SCENTED petrol bi-
product baby oil is 
one of  the most 
useful items in your 
camping kit. 

As well as the 
obvious personal 
body functions, baby 
oil is good for massaging tired muscles 
and sprains, cleaning electrical contacts, it 
kills ticks and leeches and eases the 
discomfort of  bites. It evoporates without 
leaving a stain and on wet evenings makes 
a great fire starter. 

Decant the oil from the squish bottle 
sold in supermarkets into something more 
rugged before packing.     RF

Camping tip

CAN a mission to save a mob of  
brumbies in an inaccessible wilderness 
bring fiercely independent horsemen and 
feral animal control national park rangers  
to see the world through each other’s eyes? 
Along the way we investigate wilderness 
management, heritage and the call of  he 
wild. 

Luke Carlon grew up taking tourists on 
horse trips along the Cox’s River, a place 
his family has ridden since the 1820s. 
Everyone came to ride along this pristine 
valley for up to a week including the rich 
and famous.  All that ended  nearly 20 
years ago when the river was declared a 
wilderness area, the business closed and 
Luke’s father died. 
 
In cinemas now

Seeking God 

AROUND noon on June 5, a sweaty man 
walked into the Walasi-Yi Interpretive 
Center near Dahlonega, Georgia, the 
southern terminus of  the Appalachian 
Trail in the US. 

The man put his keys on the counter 
and told a clerk he’d pay her $200 if  she’d 
watch his car. “How long will you be 
gone?” she asked. “Four to six months,” 
he said. 

A few days later, hikers reported seeing 
a backpack in the middle of  the AT. Local 
sheriff ’s deputies fetched the pack and 

found brand new gear inside – hiking 
boots, a GoPro camera, a GPS system, 
tent, and a sleeping bag. They also found a 
wallet containing the driver’s license of  a 
50-year-old Wisconsin construction 
worker named Paul D. Paur. 

Paur’s girlfriend said he had suggested 
he was taking a sabbatical and had with-
drawn $5,000 from the bank and split. 
What made it even more strange was the 
$3,000 he left in his backpack.  

In the following days, several hikers 
called the sheriff ’s office to report seeing a 
northbound hiker wearing a T-shirt, khaki 
shorts, and thongs, sleeping in a trash bag, 
and reading the New Testament and talk-
ing about religion.  

“He was saying he was trying to find 
God,” the sheriff  said, “searching the 
pathway of  the mountains.”  

Scrubba wash bag  
THE Scrubba wash bag is a pocketsized 
device for washing clothes anywhere, 
anytime. Perfect for camping and gives a 
machine quality wash in just minutes, 
weighs less than 
145g and folds to 
pocket-size. $54.95, 
$89.95 travellers kit 
includes travel towel 
and clothes line. 

 
thescrubba.com.au
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By  GAZ DOOD 

THE guide books tell you that the 
trails through the Victorian Alps are 

the hardest of  the entire trail. I can assure 
you that it will test your mettle. While I 
was away, a guy I met asked me “Are you 
crazy? Or dumb?” This was a valid ques-
tion, really. There was a lot of  laughter 
when I replied that I was “just plain stu-
pid”. If  you are interested in seeing some 
outstanding country, then this trip should 
definitely be on your bucket list. 

Riding solo is something that I don’t 
mind. You need to be comfortable in the 
bush if  you want to do similar. Make sure 
that you have the gear to keep you safe. 
Make arrangements to keep you that way. 
More important is to be settled in your 
mind that you will make decisions to en-
sure you stay safe. I carried with me rescue 
beacons and a satellite phone.   

I arrived in Melbourne in the morning. 
A little shopping for the trip was neces-
sary, and taken casually since I was on hol-
idays. Then it was time to get myself  out 
to Lillydale station, for the ride over to 
Healesville. This ride is not too bad as a 
cyclist. It’s main road with a good verge 
for the most part. There are only a couple 
of  places that need a little care. A little 
over an hour pedalling sees me arriving in 
Healesville and looking for something to 
eat. 

Over an early dinner of  chicken and 
Greek salad, I pondered whether I should 
wait until the next morning. I had about an 
hour of  daylight left. I had a dynamo hub 
and headlight. I had a long way to go. Best 
not waste time faffing about then. Off  I 
went and up I climbed. Yep, the climbing 
starts almost straight away. Mt St Leonard 
is a steep bastard. Unrelenting and long. 
So I rode and walked until I found a de-

cent flat section about 12km or so from 
Healesville and set up my first camp. And 
listened to the distant traffic while I drifted 
off  to sleep, knowing it would be a time 
before I heard that sound again. 

Next day was a gem of  a morning. A 
little misty but not too cold. It felt good to 
be out on the trail and not having to deal 
with cars on the first stretch out of  town. 
I only had to deal with more climbing to 
get past Mt St Leonard, and then climb 
some more to get around Mt Monda. 
Pedal and walk. Pedal and walk. Eat. Re-
peat. It didn’t seem to take as long as I 
thought to get along. Then I was at the top 
and into the rolling terrain heading to-
wards Narbethong. Great forest roads. 

Lunch was planned for the Black Spur 
Inn. All I had to do was negotiate Rouchs 
Road safely. Remember those steep roads 
that I went up before? Well now I had to 
descend a similar environment. Making 

things interesting was the fact that the 
Forestry peeps had been in with a bull-
dozer, tearing things up at the top. Loose, 
wheel-sucking dirt and hidden hollows. 
Then the drop down the range after a 
week of  wet weather. ‘Slip slidin away…’   
steep terrain, rutted clay road, you get the 
picture. Mountain biker’s dream ride. Ex-
cept I was on a loaded MTB tourer. Chant 
the mantra: stay up, keep moving, stay up, 
keep moving: such a lot of  fun to ride. It 
was pleasing to see the highway and the 
pub. Oh, and food. 

I had forgotten that country servings 
are bigger than their city cousins, though I 
think I applied myself  to the task rather 
well. Only left half  a bowl of  wedges after 
knocking off  all the pasta. Then I was 
heading off  again towards Marysville. A 
cyclist that I met at the Black Spur said I 
would not make it all the way before night. 
Inside my head, I was already telling my-
self it was no problem. I had 3 ½ hours at 
least of  daylight. Forest roads that I had 
ridden previously. Seeing Marysville come 
into view a little after 5pm was awesome. I 
had covered some hard ground and a little 
distance in one day. Marysville Caravan 
Park for somewhere to stay. And all they 
had were little one bed cabins. That will do 
nicely, thank you. Time to restock supplies 
and plan the next day’s ride. 

Next step on the ride was going to be 
a lot of  hard work. I knew it. And I 
planned just to get to Keppels Hut, only 
30 odd kilometres away by the guide. To 
get there meant two big climbs and a nasty 
descent. Yellow Dog Road takes you up 
through where the 2009 fires roasted 
everything. Seeing the dead trees and the 
regrowth shows you how resilient the Aus-
tralian bush can be. Gaining 600 metres in 
height, it was time to get back down the 

Cameron Cascade Track. Déjà vu … this 
slippery, clay road thing. Actually, this road 
was a tad scary at times. It was difficult to 
manage speed with tyres like slicks, tread 
all clogged with mud. Water bars are such 
useful things for washing off  the excess 
pace, coupled with some judicious side-
ways slides to dig the tyres in. As a moun-
tain biker, I had a perverse sense of  joy. 
All the while losing altitude until Lady Tal-
bot Drive, about 400m beneath. 

Lady Talbot Drive means a good surface 
to be climbing on. And rain. It had been 
sprinkling all day. Now it had started to be 
proper rain. Pedalling keeps you warm, 
though. Higher and higher, meandering 
along through the forest. I see a couple of  
cars out for a drive, or more that they see 
me. Stopping for a chat, there is surprise on 
their faces to witness a bicycle heading up. 
There is more altitude to be gained yet. Then 
I am into the clouds. 

Continued Page 8 

Not so badNot so bad

Lilydale to Mansfield along the BNT 
from Healesville to Knockwood

 
 
 
Above: Still dirty after creek wash. 
Left: Beyond Keppels Hut. 
Below: Keppels Hut early morning. 
Bottom: Kevington pub. 
Opposite inset: Mt Terrible lower climb.
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 It’s a hard hit out. Keppels sits at over 
1300 metres. A cyclist in the mist. The 
temperature is dropping as the afternoon 
wears on. Cold enough for the tips of  my 
fingers to go really numb. All my riding 
gear I’m wearing is wet, and not feeling 
like getting more gear, I persist with my 
wind vest and thin gloves. With only a 
kilometre to travel it just isn’t worth stop-
ping to adjust things. 

A fire is a wonderful thing. The danc-
ing flames soothe and warm. Keppels Hut 
always has fire wood. It also has timber 
bunks to sleep on. There is also a fresh 
water stream next to the hut. And a long-
drop toilet on the other side of  the road. 
A day’s rest to dry things out and to check 
that I had made my dry bags secure before 
the rain. It’s cold, but not freezing. Wet 
shoes and wind chill would make it freez-
ing though. I like my toes too much. Gear 
in bags has passed through okay. I just 
need to get my shoes and riding gear dry. 
This will also give the roads a chance to 
settle down a little bit. Hopefully, the roads 
are not going to be boggy. 

If  it was cold before, this morning is 
freezing. Literally. It’s only zero when I 
wake up. It’s 4 degrees when I set off  
again, heading towards Taponga River 
camp site. Dry skies. I make a small navi-
gation error and take a turn too early. A 
little detour and back again. No worries. 
That’s why I check the map. It’s still a bit 
of  work to ride along the top country. 
Rolling roads here are littered with dead 
wood and windfalls.  

This means you need to watch your 
wheel placement. Stay out of  the rough. 
Getting along at a reasonable pace of  
about 17km an hour. I had hoped to be 
going a little quicker, but accept that the 
roads only allow what I can do. Listening 
to the birds calling makes for a pleasant 
time in the saddle.  

I know I have a descent to come. 
Along with more climbing. Eventually I 
make my way to Snobs Link Road. This 
piece of  road is one of  the best rides I 
have ever had on a bike. A smooth forest 
road and a reasonable gradient made for 
no pedalling with fast, controlled descend-
ing topped off  with magic mountain 
views. Then an excellent campsite for the 
night with nobody else there. Brilliant.  

Taponga River camp site is near Big 
River. Altitude around 320m. Today I am 
crossing Mt Terrible. The guide book says 

this is a hard day. I really should have paid 
attention to that. The book even said “if  
you are having difficulty” then listed an al-
ternate route. I should have paid attention 
to that as well. Not long after camp and I 
get to the base of  the climb. It immedi-
ately goes nasty, straight into 14% and gets 
worse. I am now into a 10km hike-a-bike 
to the top. While the day started dry, it is 
not long before the drizzle starts up. 20% 
plus gradients. Wet dirt road. Pushing a 
loaded bike. And it gets steeper. 

 I stop for a breather from pushing 
and consider the position of  the bike in 
relation to me. The rear wheel is 75mm or 
more underneath my heel height, while a 
little behind me. The handlebars are mid-
chest height, a little in front of  me. Into 
the clouds. More rain. Push. Rest. Push. 
Rest. On one of  the steepest pinches a 
4WD comes passed me, continues up the 
road until it gets to a water bar where it 
stops. Fellow is on his way to work at the 
top where there are radio antennae. 
“Would you like a lift? Or would that de-
feat the purpose …” He’s a full 4 metres 
higher than me even though it is not far in 
distance. I laugh inside. Smiling, I tell him 
that it would defeat the purpose. He jumps 
in and drives off. Push, climb, push, climb. 

At some point I get to the top, which 
is over 1300m again. I can’t remember the 
time. All I know is that my mind is in ‘Get 
off  the hill’ mode because it’s raining and 
the temps will plummet later in the after-
noon. The fog is thick which means riding 
is not always an option. I need to navigate 
some side trails.  

Not able to see far enough ahead to 
make a good go of  it, I walk a lot and ride 
where I can. The ridge top goes a long 
way. It’s one nasty, little, steep pinch after 
another. Rutted approaches, loose gibbers 
and slippery clay surface. Essentially, I am 
completing a forced march. There is no 
joy in this day. It is very wet on the trail, 
but I am cozy in my wet weather gear. 
With not much visibility, navigation is dif-
ficult as I cannot see the high points to 
gauge progress. GPS and cycle computer 
marking off  the metres. Finally, I get to 
the road that is the descent.  

Moonlight Spur Track. I soon discover 
that this is steep little downs and ups 
rather than the descent I expected. Some 
are so slippery with the rain that riding is 
out of  the question, and walking is crazy. 
This goes on for quite some distance.  

Ever so slowly losing altitude, but still 

hovering about 1100m. Eventually, the 
track heads downwards. Downwards in a 
hurry. What was steep going up when I 
began the day is now just as steep going 
down. The brakes have been getting a 
hammering all day, and I am grateful for 
having discs instead of  rim brakes. I get 
out of  the cloud and into the heavy rain 
that I have avoided while higher up. Suf-
fice to say that I get down in one piece, 
cross Gaffneys Creek and another, then 
get to Knockwood camp area.  

Once at Knockwood, I need to get 
some more water. I decide to stand in the 
creek and wash off  some of  the crap and 
fill my bladder. Then I decide to go back 
and get my bags and wash them too. The 
bike already got a little wash in the previ-
ous crossing of  Gaffneys Creek. Back to 
the camp area. It’s pouring rain so where 
to set up the tent? There is a toilet build-
ing. Decision is made. The disabled toilet 
has rails inside, enough room for the bike, 
and it’s dry inside. With the lid down I 
can’t smell anything. Clothes are draped 
about the place to drip off  as much as 
possible, ground sheet set up to block the 
wind, and my bed is out. I cook dinner 
and eat some chocolate. Time for some 
well-earned sleep. 

During the night, the weather turns 
particularly nasty. The wind is howling and 
the rain is absolutely belting down. I toss 
and turn all night, listening to the rain here 
and there. I wake up at 7am to the rain still 
pouring down.  

The roads have had so much rain they 
are going to be treacherous. Although I 
have tools to alert if  something goes 
wrong, it is not prudent to put oneself  in 
harm’s way. It’s time to make a decision. In 
reality, there is only one wise choice. Head 
around and avoid the bad conditions. I 
plot a route to Mansfield and steer away 
from the BNT itself.  

So I slowly get things sorted out and 
pack up. At 9am the rain stops, just as I 
am about to head off  along the Mansfield-
Woods Point Road. Time to haul on some 
better roads and get some time to go over 
the bike and clean up some stuff. Seventy-
five kilometre or so and pushing it along. 
Dirt road turns to tar at some point.  

At morning tea time I arrive at 
Jamieson, a rather upmarket looking vil-
lage for its location, for a pie and coffee. 
Mansfield was a welcome sight at 2pm. 
Hamburger tastes really good. 

By Monaro Horse Trekkers 

A  NEAT, well-built hut tucked in the 
timber, off  the edge of  the Nungar 

Plain, on the Schofields Trail, is often vis-
ited by horse riders and families holidaying 
in the north end of  Kosciuszko National 
Park as well as trekkers on the BNT, now 
has a traditional hitching rail. 

A very warm summer’s day on the 18th 
January, saw four Monaro Horse Trekker 
members, two on horses and two in vehi-
cles to carry the  tools, and a 4.5m hitching 
rail brought in from Gundagai. The iron-
bark posts were pre-cut and generously 
donated by Graham Heanes of  Canberra 
and kindly transported by David Mitchell, 
Kosciuszko Huts Association.   

As the 800mm holes were dug down 
through the rocky ground, one could sym-
pathise with the generations before us that 
had built miles of  fencing in the local area. 
All traditional materials and tools were 
used which saw the rail wired by a Cobb & 
Co hitch as well as rail ends carefully bev-
elled to ensure horses’ safety. 

Schofield’s Hut working bee

With the post holes packed in substantial rock and soil, this nostalgic hitching rail will be utilised 
by many horse riders through the park for some time to come.

Of course our three trusty steeds had to pose for the occasion, along with the proud workers Nick 
Webb (our club’s KHA representative), Mick Casnave and Ian Coombes. 



11

Mum and 
two boys  
hit the trail

Adjusting the load on one of the pack horses.

CAROL Geraghty and her two sons, 
Walter, 12-years-old and Jacob, 14, are 

six months into an epic trek along the Bi-
centennial National Trail. 

Carol has previously travelled sections 
of  the BNT, but this is the first time she has 
tackled the full length. 

She said trekking the BNT was a gift to 
her sons and they are all benefitting from 
the adventure and they have all bonded with 
each other and with the horses. 

Carol walks while each boy rides a pony 
and two pack horses carry their gear. Carol 
said she is looking for another horse so she 
can ride too. They expect to finish in Cook-
town at the end of  the year. 

BNT section coordinator for the ACT 
Jenny Costin caught up with them as they 
passed through. 

 “The boys enjoyed spotting the Bicen-
tennial Trail red and yellow triangle markers 
and finding their way through the Arbore-
tum on The Bicentennial National Trail,” 
Jenny said. 

“The boys, led by their mum, Carol, 
who is walking and leading one of  the two 
pack horses,  have taken the year off  for a 
journey of  a lifetime.  

“The trio, after a delayed start, made it 
through the Victorian High Country in sum-
mer and sometimes freezing temperatures, 
held up at times by bushfires and difficult 
terrain. 

“Having left Healesville in December 
some 600km south, they are gradually mak-
ing their way to Cooktown in Far North 
Queensland.   

“Days off  usually happen every three 
days or when the grass is good for the 
horses.  All their belongings, food and horse 
rugs are on the two pack horses.  Canberra 
is the only city the trail travels through so it’s 
essential to stock up while they are here.” 

“The family caught buses everywhere,  
enjoyed seeing the War Memorial and the 
National Museum, as well as riding on esca-
lators.”   

‘Journey Of a Lifetime’ on Facebook

Easy to spot in a bright yellow safety vest, left. Isis River, right.

Adventure of a lifetime for the family, above. Opposite: Off on the trail through a rainy Canberra day.

Below left: Dan Seymore’s memorial. 
Middle: At Youdales Hut. 
Right: At Glen Alice, the BNT School.



Recollections of an icon

TOM Groggin Station is the topmost cattle run on the 
Murray River, below the saddle which separates Mt 

Kosciusko from the Pilot Wilderness and the Victorian 
Alps.  From the NSW side, it is accessed via the winding, 
steeply falling Alpine Way from Deadhorse Gap, above 
Thredbo. On the Victorian side, it is accessed up the 
Murray Valley from Corryong, via Khancoban 

The name Tom Groggin is a corruption of  the 
original “Ton-ger-rogan”, called thus by the Yait-
Mathang, referring to the abundant water insects found 
there.  

The station was settled fairly late in the history of  
pioneering Australia, a reflection of  the rugged terrain 

and difficulty accessing markets for cattle.   The original 
European occupiers were partners Messrs Wright and 
Tandy who were discovered squatting there by the 
explorer, geologist and Anglican clergyman William 
Wright on his way to discover the Omeo Valley in 1851. 

Next recorded occupier was a John Barry in 1855, 
then James McFarlane, an early Gippsland squatter 
between 1858 and 1860 in which year a market for beef  
opened up in the Crackenback River goldfields in NSW.  

McFarlane unfortunately died that year and did not 
get to see his cattle drove over Deadhorse Gap to be sold 
there. There were a number of  subsequent owners, and 
eventually the run was managed by Jack Riley as part of  

Greg Greg Station on the Murray at Tintaldra, owned by 
John Pierce. With various tenures including leases it was 
listed as 25,000 acres, with a carrying capacity of  1500 
head of  cattle. 

 Jack Riley migrated from Ireland to Australia as a 13-
year-old in 1851 and worked as a tailor near Omeo but 
found his true passion as a stockman, living in isolation 
in a hut high up in the hills at Tom Groggin. He loved the 
Snowy Mountains Country, a good yarn and enjoyed a 
social drink or two.  

Riley was also a good mate of  the late Walter Mitchell 
of  Towong Station, who introduced him to Banjo 
Paterson on a camping trip. Riley was the Man from 

Snowy River who provided an inspirational journey and 
material for Patterson to write his famous poem. 

In July 1914 Riley was found seriously ill by his mates 
who decided to carry him out on a stretcher knocked 
together with saplings, over the mountains to Corryong 
via Harrington’s Track. The group fought intense cold, 
rain and snow. On the first night of  their journey they 
took shelter in a hut at Surveyors Creek where Jack’s 
strength gave out and he died.  

His body was taken the rest of  the way to Corryong 
where it was buried in the local cemetery, the inscription 
on the headstone reads, “In memory of  The Man from 
Snowy River”. 

Jack Riley, centre, Ted Pendergast, left, and one of the Pierces who 
owned Tom Groggin at the time, outside Riley’s hut on the NSW side 
of the Murray River which is now part of Kosciuszko National Park. 
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New members 
 
Bridget Kelly Ainslie ACT 
 
Diana Piper Cooranbong NSW 
 
Darren Woodhouse Nambour Qld 
 
Steel family Amamoor Qld  
 
Denise Gothe Geham Qld  
 
Graham Glover Surfers Paradise Qld  
 
John Hendriks West Maitland NSW  
 
Rodney Finucane Townsville Qld 
 
Lindsay Sturma Wollstonecraft NSW  
 
Mark Meyers Rochedale South Qld  
 
Preston Stroud and Kathryn Holzberger Mareeba Qld  
 
Deborah Hargie Carters Ridge Qld  
 
Barry William Duggan Fish Creek Vic 
 
Linda Harris Runaway Bay Qld  
 
Lucy Eykamp Fernie BC Canada 
 
Wayne and Lindsay Boyd Gladstone Qld  
 
Hitesh Khanna Leanyer NT  
 
Lesley Haine Noojee Vic  
 
Sean Killen Newtown NSW  
 
Rick Copping Dubbo NSW  
 
Glenn Joiner Maffra Vic 
 
Great Horse Ride Ass Kilkivan Qld 
 

Continued Page 16 

Nominations for the Board of Directors 
Bicentennial National Trail Ltd     

 

NOMINATIONS for the Board of  Directors must be submitted on this form, and 
received by the Office Secretary before before Monday, 20th October, 2014. Please 
post to Returning Officer Josephine Harding, PO Box 1196, Nerang, Qld 4211. Al-
ternatively scan and email to info@nationaltrail.com.au. 

Please provide a brief  profile of  the nominee. 

We/I (Nominator) ...............................................................................................................  

And (Seconder) .................................................................................................................... 

Being a current financial member/s of  the Bicentennial National Trail Ltd hereby 
nominate: .............................................................................................................................. 

For the position of  .............................................................................................................. 

on the Board of  Directors of  Bicentennial National Trail Ltd. 

Nominator’s signature: ........................................................................................................ 

Date: ....................................................................................................................................... 

Seconder’s signature: ............................................................................................................ 

Date: ....................................................................................................................................... 

Nominee name in full: ......................................................................................................... 

I accept this nomination:..................................................................................................... 

Nominee’s signature: ............................................................................................................  

Date: ....................................................................................................................................... 

 

 

Proxies        
Proxies to be submitted on this form and received by Friday, 20th October, 2014.  

Returning Officer Josephine Harding 

Box 1196, Nerang, Qld,  4211 

Or scan and email info@nationaltrail.com.au. 

I, ............................................................................................................................................. 

of  ........................................................................................................................................... 

being a member of  the above-named company hereby appoint: 

................................................................................................................................................. 

of  ........................................................................................................................................... 

or failing him/her the Chairperson as my proxy to vote for me on my behalf  at the 
Annual General Meeting of  the company to be held on the Saturday, Ist of   
November, 2014 at Tom Groggin Station and at any adjournment thereof. 

SIGNED this ..... day of......................................................................................................  

 

* Strike out whichever is not desired. Note: In the event of  the member desiring to 
vote for or against any resolution, he shall instruct his proxy accordingly. Unless 
otherwise instructed, the proxy may vote as he thinks fit. 

Clubs have two delegates, therefore entitled to two votes.

AGM agenda 
2pm, Saturday, November 1 

Tom Groggin Station 
  

1. Welcome and apologies 

2. Previous minutes and business arising 

3. Directors’ reports 

4. Financial reports this year and previ-
ous year 

5. Election of  directors 

After the AGM there will be an open 
forum and an opportunity to discuss any-
thing BNT. 

Afternoon tea provided, bring a chair. 

After the AGM there will be a get-to-
gether barbecue. Catering by the BNT, 
cost $15, BYOG. 

On Sunday explore the new trail from 
Tom Groggin to Geehi. 

Section Coordinators’ meeting Monday 
morning.

THE Bicentennial National Trail An-
nual General Meeting will be held at 

historic Tom Groggin Station. 

Access to the station is via Alpine Way 
from Khancoban, Victoria or Thredbo, 
NSW. The meeting will be held on Satur-
day, 1st November, 2014. 

The BNT has booked the station ac-
commodation for three nights. There will 
be a welcome on Friday evening. 

Afternoon tea will be provided and 
there will be a barbeque in the evening on 
Saturday.  

Sunday is a day planned to celebrate 
and ride the new trail, organised by na-
tional park rangers. Monday morning will 
see  the Section Coordinators’ breakfast 
meeting. 

Numbers are needed for camping, ac-
commodation and catering. Ring Jenny 
Costin on (02) 6231 9827 or email: 
 jgcostin@bigpond.com 

Tom Groggin Station is a privately-
owned working cattle station of  2,000 
acres in a spectacular mountain setting next 
to the Murray River on the Victorian-NSW 
border. The station is situated close to the 
BNT, Guide Book 11, Map 11, Page 51. 

The manager has insisted no outside 
hay or dogs, the property is weed-free. Sta-
tion hay is available for purchase.  

Historic Tom Groggin Station “up by 
Kosciuszko side” is where Jack Riley, the 
legendary inspiration for Banjo Patterson’s 
Man from Snowy River poem, lived and rode. 
Every year the Riley’s Ride starts from 
here to Corryong to celebrate his life. 

Is a great location for a meeting with 
plenty of  shelter and facilities surrounded 
by towering mountain peaks next to the 
Murray River. 

Location: Situated off  the Alpine Way 
approximately half  way between Khan-
coban and Thredbo. Property is on the 
Murray River. BNT signage will be up at 
the turn-off.  Take care, the roads in both 
directions are sealed but winding and nar-
row, dropping down from much higher al-
titudes.  

The manager has requested for public 
liability insurance and those staying on the 
property must be a current member of  the 
BNT.  

The station does not usually have 
camping but has offered camping for this 
occasion. The BNT has hired a warm, rus-

tic cabin with an open fire with kitchen 
and bathroom facilities, and a lounge area 
to supplement tent camping (not for 
sleeping in).  

There are also extra showers and toi-
lets in the lodge. Plenty of  shelter for 
meeting and barbecuing.  Camping fees 
will apply, $20 per person per night which 
includes use of  all facilities and your 
horse’s agistment . We are able to bring 30 
horses, so please book in. There is also 
limited accommodation in the self-con-
tained lodge.  

Bring your own food apart from after-
noon tea and the Saturday evening meal.  
Saturday meal will be an extra cost of  
about $15. Tea, coffee, cordial, drinking 
water and biscuits will be available all 
weekend.  

Bring your horse, bike or walking 
shoes. There are four paddocks, and we 
suggest you bring a portable electric fence 
if  your want to keep your horse separate 
within the paddock. Usual buckets, rugs, 
etc. 

Meeting at Tom GrogginMeeting at Tom Groggin

Explore the Snowy Mountains...

In the home of ‘The Man from Snowy River’

Relax by an open 昀re in an 
authentic high country 

mountain hut

visit us at 
www.tomgrogginstation.com.au
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sues in the original route. 

In January 2009 Mal and I were among 
the first trekkers to traverse the Western 
Firetrail from Kroombit Tops into 
Kroombit Tourist Park after Queensland 
Parks and Wildlife Service granted permis-
sion for BNT trekkers to use it.  

It was a superb day’s ride and it was 
then I added the top half  of  Guidebook 4 
to my bucket list.  

July last year my wife and I traversed 
much of  the new area from Dawson 
Highway (near Biloela) to Kabra (near 
Rockhampton) which is the start of  Book 
4.  

As we revelled in the sweeping views 
of  the distant ranges and the rolling clay 
based roads my plans crystallised. I would 
take long service in 2014 and ride Guide-
book 4, or as much as I could in the time 
available. 

Currently I am taking a breather in 
Biloela. Brian (my next support driver this 
time in a 4WD) will be arriving shortly and 
after a brief  camp at Kroombit Tourist 
Park we will launch headlong into the 
Western Firetrail up into Kroombit Tops 
which has been opened to the general 
public.  

That will be my toughest ride of  the 
whole book but I am looking forward to 
it, particularly visiting again Beautiful 
Betsy, the crashed World War Two bomber 

BIT cryptic? Well try  Kabra To 
Biggenden, Guidebook 4. There. Bet-

ter? 

As Eddie and I powered north for 
Kabra on the Bruce Highway I found it 
hard to believe my plans of  a year were 
unfolding.  

Pedalling hard on my borrowed moun-
tain bike I swept dramatically out of  
Kabra Recreation Grounds in grand style, 
rounded the corner then realised I had 
taken a wrong turn down a dead end 
street. So much for dramatic departures! 

Despite the misled start the past week 
has been memorable for all the right rea-
sons. Cold crisp nights with stars burning 
like lanterns in the sky. Countryside that 
changed from rolling savannah plains to 
steep ridges with breathtaking views then 
back to plains.  

Meeting wonderful people. Sprawling 
out in a comfy chair at day’s end while 
Eddie my tireless support driver created an 
evening meal fit for a king.  

Even the initial headwinds which are 
killers for overweight and underpowered 
cyclists like me paled into insignificance 
when seen against the bigger picture. 

Guidebook 4 was my serious introduc-
tion to the National Trail in March 2008 
when Brian, Mark and myself  spent a 
weekend auditing GB4 from Kalpowar to 
south of  Mt Perry  to assist then Chairper-
son Mal Keeley who was busily working 
with Cedric rerouting the top part of  the 
book to avoid a number of  significant is-

K2B4

and generally revelling in two days in the 
Tops.  

I did a quick overnighter to Kroombit 
Tourist park over the last couple of  days 
and spent a magic time with Neil Rideout 
and his Dad Alan on the way through. 

After Kroombits I will be riding inde-
pendently carrying all I need on the bike. 

 This is certainly the acid test of  bike 
touring on the National Trail. Cania 

Gorge, Waratah Hotel Mungungo, 
Kalpowar, Mt Perry … maybe even Ten-
ningering Station, Goodnight Scrub, Para-
dise Dam and Biggenden.  

As time permits I am recording my 
journey in my blog: 

  
www.crazyguyonabike.com/doc/NationalTrail-
Guidebook42014.  

DAVE MCLEOD

New members 
 

From Page 14 
 
Neville Smith Warrimoo NSW  
 
Michelle Kirkman Mayfield NSW  
 
Anne Callahan and Jack Pearce   Greensborough Vic 
 
Christopher Finucane Townsville Qld 
 
Jim Monaghan Whyalla SA 
 
Etienne Dosba Georgica NSW   
 
Peter Ackerley Kempsey NSW  
 
Luke Perry-Gore Pymble NSW 
 
Lucinda  J Doughty Bundaberg QLD  
 
Annette M Bright Morayfield Qld 
 
Westie McMillan Wynnum Qld   
 
Alan Wright Anstead Qld  
 
Murrumba Scouts Group Albany Creek Qld  
 
Salter and Aghan Group Warragul Vic  
 
S J Wardill Goombungee Qld  
 
Nicholas Holliday Mangrove Mountain NSW  
 
Garry Brown Emu Plains NSW  
 
Grahame Krisenthal Kaleen ACT  
 
Richard Amos Sydney NSW 
 
Clayton Bryant Emerald Vic  
 
Adam Baker Moorepark Beach Qld  
 
Garth Jacobs Mt Martha Vic  
 
Michael Kinion Ravensbourne Qld  
 
Berengere de Tarle Bowral NSW  
 
Simon Pikusa Yeronga Qld 
 
Michael Mead Melbourne Vic  
 
Warren Plumridge Warranwood Vic  
 
Lee Forster Meadow Creek Vic 
 
Gemma Hawkins Wagga Wagga NSW  
 
Terry Cooper Greenwich Park NSW  
 
Bryn Jones Mandurah WA 
 
Mark Linnett Brisbane Qld  
 
James Jeavons Geebung Qld  
 
Eliza Allan Denmark WA 
 
Ian Davis Gordon Park Qld  
 
Stewart Cowey Newtown Vic  
 
Peter Anthony Gympie Qld 
 
Rebecca Smith Eagleton NSW 
 
Kerryn E Blackshaw Toolangi Vic 
 
Stephen Ross Fraser Eight Mile Plains Qld  
 
Jeffery Hall Cabarlah Qld  
 
Peter and Mackenzie Kerr Grafton USA 
 
Karen Daly Tinana Qld  
 
Wolt Weterings Darlinghurst NSW  
 
Judi Berg Hastings Vic 

Early morning yarn by the fire at Kroombit 
Tourist Park.

Left: ‘Weeha Hill’ – high speed run downhill on 
Austin Road, Bracewell, Guidebook 4 Map 6.  
 
Inset: Checking trail notes while warming up at 
Kroombit Tourist Park. 
 
Top: Quiet reflection at the graves of Catherine 
and Thomas Reilly Jr at the site of the Rainbow 
Hotel, Guidebook 4 Map 9. 
 
Above: Leaving Kabra Recreation Grounds on 
Day 1, Guidebook 4 Map1. 
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IN past articles on digital navigation we 
have workshopped the use of  GPS gen-

erally and lightly touched on Google Earth 
and also explored the use of  GPS apps. In 
the process we also looked at co-ordinate 
systems used. Emergency services, ma-
rine/aviation and Google Earth use lati-
tude/longitude in degrees minutes seconds 
(DMS). There are three versions of  DMS 
used - the full standard format (DDD° 
MM’ SS.S”), the degrees and decimal min-
utes format (DDD° MM.MMM’) and the 
decimal degrees format (DDD.DDDDD°). 
In contrast, the Universal Transverse Mer-
cator (UTM) grid system uses distance 
based co-ordinates and is more commonly 
used by bushwalkers, touring cyclists and 
horseriders and is being used for the BNT.  

For example the draft Edition 3 Guide-
book notes give the position of  Dingo 
Lane campsite (where I am camped as I 
write this) as GDA 56 K 0275733 / 
7362086. To plot this in Google Earth I 
keyed it in as 23° 50’ 12.93” S and 150° 47’ 
53.49” E. We have not found a way to key 
co-ordinates into Google Earth in Univer-
sal Transverse Mercator (UTM) format 
even though it will output in UTM. Doubt-
less either someone has already found a 
workaround (project for somebody?) or 
Google will rectify this. In the meantime we 
are using web-based co-ordinate conversion 

applications. 

Discussions are still in progress about 
the final format of  Edition 3 Guidebooks 
and mapping. However what has become 
very clear is that trekkers now have many 
options (and a strong need) to develop their 
own guidance skills using the growing range 
of  digital mapping and location options so 
inevitably the Edition 3 Guidebooks and 
maps will draw on all these resources. 
Trekkers of  all ages can easily develop their 
digital navigation skills one step at a time, 
perhaps starting by purchasing an inexpen-
sive GPS to confirm key waypoints given in 
Guidebook Updates (Edition 2 updates 
available from the website already give way-
points). Learning to plot waypoints in 
Google Earth manually entering co-ordi-
nates and saving the map you create as a 
printable picture (usually a jpg file) is an-
other good skill to develop giving you print-
able maps you can take with you. 

One important part of  working with 
digital navigation is understanding file types. 
(A classic example is a Word document 
which has the file extension .doc or .docx. 
For example this article I am creating has 
the file name and extension “Navigating 
Digitally.docx”.) Whilst there are many nav-
igation file types in use the most common 
are kmz and kml from Google Earth and 
gpx used for sharing GPS information. 

Also there are proprietary file types in use 
with particular brands of  equipment. For 
example I use Garmin GPS so I have 
Garmin Mapsource and Basecamp software 
(using gdb files) loaded on my computer. 

If  you don’t have manuals for any 
equipment such as a GPS, Google the make 
and model number with “manuals”. Even 
if  you have paper manuals at home it is 
handy to have the electronic manual on any 
devices you may take trekking such as a 
smartphone or tablet for a reference while 
on the road. You may also find very useful 
alternative manuals and tutorials on the in-
ternet. 

Loading waypoints directly on a GPS is 
very useful for checking your navigation 
from the Guidebook notes or finding a dif-
ficult location such as an obscure campsite. 
The exact method varies between units but 
with my Garmin E10 I mark a “fake” way-
point, modify the co-ordinates then re-
name it to the Guidebook and map eg 
“GB4 Map 5 Dingo Lane Water Reserve”. 
Naming methodically this way, while te-
dious, means that when there are a number 
of  waypoints in your GPS they will arrange 
themselves in correct order in the list. The 
Garmin E10 inputs data with a joystick 
driving an on-screen keyboard. Difficult at 
first but easy once you learn the skill and 
also good for naming waypoints you mark 

out on the Trail. Remember, when naming, 
that on a small GPS screen only the first 
portion of  the waypoint name is usually vis-
ible. 

Another option (and useful for loading 
multiple waypoints) is to use a computer 
program. I use Garmin Mapsource and its 
replacement Basecamp. I prefer Mapsource 
because I can save a particular set of  co-or-
dinates as a gdb file for later work (eg a se-
ries of  waypoints I loaded for an 
orienteering course). Basecamp is a data-
base program like iTunes or Google Earth 
where all information created is continu-
ously available and needs a very different 
mindset to use it. See http://www.bestbik-
ingroads.com/ms1.pdf for an excellent tu-
torial for using Mapsource and 
http://garmin-
mapsource.wikispaces.com/BaseCamp for 
Basecamp. Both programs can be down-
loaded from the Garmin website. Once you 
have created the desired waypoints you con-
nect your GPS to the computer and use the 
“upload” feature to transfer the waypoints 
across to the GPS.  

One very useful feature of  the UTM 
grid system of  co-ordinates (and the way-
points in the updates and the new Edition 3 
Guidebooks are given as UTM) is that the 
co-ordinates are distances from a particular 
point inside each zone expressed in metres 
(the last figure is the units column so work 
back from that for tens, hundreds, kilome-
tres etc). When you are checking a particu-
lar point (maybe a turn-off, or a campsite 
location) you can calculate any differences 
between your GPS reading and the co-ordi-
nates directly in metres.  

For example if  I read 56 K  0275933 / 
7362186 at what I think is Dingo Lane 
from my Guidebook written notes, when 
checked against the given waypoint of  56 K  

0275733 / 7362086 I can see I am 200 me-
tres too far to the east and 100 metres not 
far enough to the north. If  I physically ori-
ent myself  to the north using the sun or a 
compass I can then correct my physical po-
sition to end up at the correct point. Of  
course with a campsite it is only important 
to be inside the reserve area on reserve 
land. However this degree of  accuracy of  
position is important when looking for 
turn-offs and other pinpoint locations. 

Waypoints can be loaded into Google 
Earth to create a printable map. Key in the 
UTM co-ordinates from the Guidebook 
notes into a conversion webpage such as 
http://leware.net/geo/utmgoogle.htm . 
Copy and paste the latitude/longitude co-
ordinates across to the search box in 
Google Earth. Right click on the co-ordi-
nates that appear underneath the search 
box and select “save to my places”. Find 
them where they appear down in “My 
Places”, right click and open “properties”. 
Work through the window that appears 
changing the icon if  desired, naming the 
waypoint (again using Guidebook number, 
map etc) and adding any relevant informa-
tion in the comments box. If  you are being 
supported by a vehicle whose GPS doesn’t 
work in UTM then it is useful to include 
lat/long in DMS as part of  the name so 
that the final printed map can be cross-
checked on trek with the vehicle GPS if  
necessary (eg by the support driver). 

Folders can be created in “Places” to 
keep waypoints and tracks organised. Right 
click on “My Places”, “add folder”, name it 
and drag your waypoint over it when the 
waypoint will then drop into place below 
the folder as a “child” of  that folder. You 
can then save the waypoint as a kmz file by 
either using “file”, “save”, ”save my places” 
which saves everything in “My Places” and 
opens it all again each time Google Earth 
opens up; or right click on the folder (to 
save whole folder) or click on the waypoint 
to save just that “save place as” to a desired 
folder on your computer. Creating a folder 
for each Guidebook, and a sub-folder for 
each map is an effective filing system. Re-
member to save your work very regularly 
(“save My Places”) so you do not lose your 
newly added information if  the program 
crashes. 

The final step, once you have your de-
sired waypoints set up, is to go up the top 
left to “file”, “save” and “save image”. If  
desired go to “view” to temporarily remove 
the side bar, then save the map as a picture 
which you can then print. 

One very useful tool in Queensland is 
“Queensland Globe” which shows property 
boundaries, roads, reserves etc in Google 
Earth making a BNT route much easier to 
understand. Google “Queensland Globe” 
and download it from the Queensland 
Government website (very small file). Save 
it where you can find it, go to “file”, ”open” 
in Google Earth and open the 
“qldglobe.kml” file.  

Continued Page20 

Navigating digitally
Above and right: Saving a map you created as a 
jpg or picture file.

Creating a waypoint in Garmin Mapsource.

Adding coordinates to a waypoint created in 
Garmin Mapsource.

Uploading a sequence of waypoints created in 
Garmin Mapsource to a GPS.
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BNT Membership Application 
 

Membership period July 1-June 30 
Complete the form below and post or email with your payment to: 

 
The Bicentennial National Trail 
PO Box 1196 NERANG QLD 4211 
Email: order@nationaltrail.com.au 
Website: www.nationaltrail.com.au 
ABN 83 010 860 143 
Phone 1300 138 724 (within Australia) 
 
Name: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
 
Postal address: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
 
Postcode: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
 
 
Phone: (business): . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

 
(home): . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

 
(mobile): . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

 
Email address: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   
 

MEMBERSHIP FEE 
 
o $35 individuals: o $55 family or club: o 3 years $90 and o $150 
If family membership then only one vote allowed and nominated person to be advised. 
If club membership then two votes allowed and nominated persons to be advised. 
 
DONATION  
 
o $10 o $20 o $50 o $100 o $500 o Other . . . . . . . . . . . .  

 
 

 
PAYMENT BY EFT 

 
Bank of QLD BSB: 124 001 Account No: 10 285 229 Reference: your name. 
Please email to: order@nationaltrail.com.au with receipt details to confirm payment 
and indicate whether new membership or renewal. 
 

PAYMENT BY CREDIT CARD 
 
Please charge $ to my o Mastercard o Visa  
 
Cardholder Name: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
 
Expiry date (day/month/year): . . . . . /. . . . . /. . . . .  
 
My card number is: 
 
 oooo oooo oooo oooo  
 
Cardholder's Signature: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
 

PAYMENT BY CHEQUE OR MONEY ORDER: 
 
Cheque o Money order o  
Please make payable to Bicentennial National Trail  
 
Do you wish to receive a copy of the Annual Financial Statement 
 
prior to the AGM? Yes o No o  
 
I am primarily a o walker o horserider o cyclist o donkey packer 
 
other:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
 
How did you find out about the BNT? 
 
website o word of mouth o magazine or newspaper article o  
 
other: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
 

All annual membership renewals are due June 30.  
New memberships paid between January and June provide  

continuous membership until June of the following year. 

Picture gallery
From Page 19 

This will appear in the “layers” pane at bottom left. 
Experiment turning the various layers on and off  and 
see what information they give you. When you select 
“land parcels”, ”land parcel labels” if  you click on the 
“i” information markers in the middle of  a land parcel 
you can generate a printable/saveable map of  that area 
complete with co-ordinates.  

Similar resources and facilities now are available for 
NSW through “NSW Globe” on Google Earth; see 
the NSW Land and Property information website. 

Paper maps are becoming harder to purchase with 
only limited outlets selling them. However paper-based 
information is still very important for trekkers along-
side digital information. When iPhones and GPSs go 
flat or malfunction, paper sets of  the Guidebook, 
Guidebook Updates and maps (either self  printed or 
purchased topographic or both) are vital. On the Trail, 
as well as basic navigation information, a BNT trekker 
often requires general local Trail information such as 
landowner contact details. Oftentimes trekkers are re-
quired to contact landowners beforehand to discuss 
passing through their land. Crucial safety information 
and particular details of  campsites and seasonal devia-
tions are also often needed and, for beginner trekkers, 
basic trekking skills need explanation. All of  these, and 
more, are only found in the Guidebooks and Guide-
book Updates, hence Trail data is not published simply 
as a gpx file by the BNT. 

A couple of  nights ago I was sharing a rather large 
teapot with Cedric and Therese Creed on their front 
verandah. Cedric and Therese are legendary BNT fig-
ures living and farming right on the Trail in Central 
Queensland and are keen supporters of  the BNT since 
they completed their own BNT trek a decade or so 
ago. Therese is a published author writing about the 
rural life she lives and they love to meet trekkers pass-
ing their door. As Cedric and I discussed modern digi-
tal navigation trends he emphasised the core BNT 
principle that part of  the achievement of  BNT 
trekking is “discovering your way” from the written 
notes and from reading maps. Simply loading a file on 
your GPS and blindly following it is selling yourself  
short of  acquiring an in-depth understanding of  the 
country you are passing through and likely placing you 
in an awkward or dangerous position. 

As well as these articles on navigation in Tracks the 
BNT webmaster is gradually loading a range of  infor-
mation on digital navigation on the BNT website. And 
for research on navigation it goes without saying 
“Google it!!”. The BNT mapping group wishes you all 
the best as you continue the BNT spirit of  adventure 
and discovery in our developing 21st century digital 
world. 

MAPPING GROUP 

Navigating digitally No names. no pack-drill. Just found in the Tracks archives.



BNT Board

BNT TRACKS welcomes 
contributions. Photos need to be 
300 pixels per inch at size of 
publication, meaning the file size 
needs to be at least 500kb.  

We are looking for photos, 
news items, snippets, poems, 
stories and particularly treks and 
other activities carried out on the 
Trail. 

Photos should be emailed as 
JPGs, stories in MS Word if 
possible, but any format would do.  

Contributions

Section coordinators 
Chairman:  
Nick Jacomas  Ph: 02 4372 1520 
250 Somersby Falls Road  Mob: 0417 900 070 
Somersby NSW 2250 nickj@nationaltrail.com.au 

 
Treasurer: 
Graeme Sleeman Ph: 07 5559 0078 
306 Tramway Road Mob: 0400 941 389  
Christmas Creek  QLD 3285 bntgtreasure@bigpond.com; 

 
Secretary: 
Jenny Costin Ph: 02 6231 9827 
32 Fisken Crescent Mob: 0412 274 810 
Kambah ACT 2902  jgcostin@bigpond.com 
 
Deputy Chair and website manager 
Abbie Grant-Taylor Ph: 07 5484 6436 
179 Sorensen Road shelob@spiderweb.com.au 
Gunalda QLD 4570 www.nationaltrail.com.au 
 
Director 
Sue Cumming Ph: 07 3201 1179 
111 Skyline Drive Bus: 07 3812 0299 
Kholo QLD 4306 suecummingbnt@gmail.com 
 
Director 
Catherine Clancy Mob: 0458 356 799 
12 Wonderland Ave catherinesclancy@gmail.com 
Tuerong VIC 3915 
 

 Management team 
 
Office Secretary:  
Josephine Harding  
67A North Road Mob: 0459 722 081 
Beechmont QLD 4211 order@nationaltrail.com.au 
 
Mapping Committee Coordinator 
Andrew Graham Ph: 07 3262 3672  
47 Queens Road Mob: 0412 743 301 
Clayfield QLD 4011   akka@qld.chariot.net.au 
 
Book Manager 
Dave McLeod Ph: 07 4124 3107 
25 Frangipani Avenue Mob: 0439 532 737 
Kawungan QLD 4655 dave@davcor.net.au 
 
BNT Trail Updates Coordinator  
Mal Keeley Mob: 0428 551 818 

mal.keeley@bigpond.com 
 
BNT TRACKS Editor  
Roger Fryer Mob: 0427 559 575  
65 Myrtle Street tracks@nationaltrail.com.au 
Dorrigo NSW 2453
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QUEENSLAND 
Guidebook 1 
Steve Grainger  
Edition 2 Guidebook 1, Maps 1-12  
Cooktown-Kingsborough 
Ph: 07 4098 1917 Mob:  0428 191 
326   tontosjg@yahoo.com.au  
 
Steve Grainger  
Edition 2 Guidebook 1, Maps 12-14 
Kingsbrough to Walsh River  
Ph: 07 4098 1917 Mob:  0428 191 
326   tontosjg@yahoo.com.au  
 
Tim Daniel Wilderness Expeditions    
Edition 2 Guidebook 1, Maps 15-20 
Walsh River to Gunnawarra (Rudd 
Creek) Ph: 07 4096 2266 Mob: 
0447 401 090 
info@wildex.com.au  
or tdwildwalk@gmail.com 
 

Guidebook 2 
Tim Daniel Wilderness Expeditions 
Maps 1-27 Gunnawarra-Collinsville   
Ph: 07 4096 2266 Mob: 0447 401 
090  info@wildex.com.au  
 

Guidebook 3 
Mike Teuwsen  
Edition 2 Guidebook 3, Maps 1 -7 
Collinsville to Nebo 
Ph: 07 4954 0424 Mob: 0408 075 
019   neswuet@bigpond.com 
 
Ian Howard  
Edition 2 Guidebook 3, Maps 8 -12 
Nebo to R4 
Ph: 07 4959 7484     
ian.howard@deta.qld.gov.au  
 
Therese & Cedric Creed 
Edition 2 Guidebook 3, Maps 13-22 
R4 to Kabra 
Ph: 07 4934 6190 Mob: 0429 948 
198   beefy@beagle.com.au  

Guidebook 4 
Therese & Cedric Creed 
Edition 2 Guidebook 4, Maps 1-7   
Kabra to Calliope River 
Ph: 07 4934 6190 Mob: 0429 948 
198 beefy@beagle.com.au 
 
Kim McArdle  
Edition 2 Guidebook 4, Maps 7-15   
Calliope River to Kalpowar 
Ph: 07 4979 0909 Mob: 0400 703 
920 tobymac55@hotmail.com 
  
James Cooper    
Edition 2 Guidebook 4, Maps 16-21 
Kalpowar to Paradise 
Ph: 07 4156 1915       
cooper_jim@harboursat.com.au 
 
Ashley Campbell 
Edition 2 Guidebook 4, Map 22 
Paradise-Biggenden  
Mob:0411 551 948 
sablechief@gmail.com 

Guidebook 5 
Dave McLeod 
Edition 2 Guidebook 5, Maps1-7 
Biggenden to Wide Bay Creek 
Ph: 07 4124 3107  Mob: 0439 532 
737  dave@davcor.net.au 
 
Graham Knight 
Edition 2 Guidebook 5, Maps 8-12 
Wide Bay Creek-R125 Brisbane 
River Ph: 07 4168 8195  
gndvknight@activ8.net.au 
 

Bruce & Beril Murray Edition 2 
Guidebook 5 Map 12-16 R125 Bris-
bane River to Blackbutt Ph: 0438 
017 903 or 0408 874 634      
brucemurray@ymail.com or  
berilmurray@hotmail.com 

Guidebook 6 
Bruce & Beril Murray 
Edition 2 Guidebook 6 Map 1 
Blackbutt to Emu Creek 
Ph: 0438 017 903 or 0408 874 634     
brucemurray@ymail.com or  
berilmurray@hotmail.com  
 
Toni Deecke 
Edition 2 Guidebook 6 Maps 2-5 
Emu Creek  to Ravensbourne 
Ph: 07 4630 5480 Mob: 0407 034 
441 toni@tranquiltrees.com.au 
  
Lynne Anderson  
Edition 2 Guidebook 6, Map 6 and 
part of Map 7  Ravensbourne to 
Withcott Ph: 07 4630 5142 
Aus Post:41 Watts Rd, Murphys 
Creek, 4352 
lynne@seatonfire.com 
 
John Dwyer 
Edition 2 Guidebook 6, Maps Part 
7-10 Withcott to Thornton 
Ph: 07 4615 2247  
dwyer.john.c@gmail.com 
 
Ipswich & District Trail Horse 
Riders Club Inc 
Edition 2 Guidebook 6, Map 13 
Cunningham Campsite–Reynolds 
Campsite Reynolds Creek. 
Lyn Koppel secretary PO Box 316 
Ipswich 4305 Ph: 07 3395 0758 
Mob: 0413 980 226  
Steve Maroney president  
Ph: 07 3276 7979 Mob: 0418 884 089   
steven.maroney@gmail.com  
 
Brenda Osborne  
Edition 2 Guidebook 6, Maps 11-13 
Thornton to Reynolds Creek 
Ph: 07 5466 7161 
 
John Dwyer 
Edition 2 Guidebook 6, Maps 14-16 
Reynolds Creek to Killarney 
Ph: 07 4615 2247  
dwyer.john.c@gmail.com 

NEW SOUTH 
WALES 
Guidebook 7 
Michael Combe  
Edition 3 Guidebook 7, Maps 1-7 
Killarney to Demon Creek  
Ph: 02 6736 4612 or 02 6586 1048 
Mob: 0429 907 490  
maxwell@harboursat.com.au 

Lesley Oldfield & Philip Willcocks 
Edition 3 Guidebook 7, Maps 8-9 
Demon Creek to Grasstree 
Ph:  02 6737 6670 or 02 6736 1070   
woorook@antmail.com.au 
 
Paul Jones & Cherrie Davies  
Edition 3 Guidebook 7, Maps 10-20 
Grasstree to Ebor: Ph: 02 6649 
4377 Mob: 0437 924 692 
hjklein@bigpond.net.au 

Guidebook 8 
Jack and Lorraine Gordon 
Edition 3 Guidebook 8, Maps 1-5 
Ebor to Middle Yards  
Ph: Jack  0413 884 443   
jack@moffatfalls.com.au 

 
Christopher Hodgson  
Edition 3 Guidebook 8, Maps 5-12 
Middle Yards  to Thunderbolts Way 
Ph: 02 6584 4930 Work: 02 6586 
1968 Mob: 0407 001 968     
timtrek@midcoast.com.au 
 
Barrington tops has southern ac-
cess only.  No access through Mrs 
Sun’s property Karamea. No ac-
cess or coverage for Maps 13 -14.  
Use Nundle Route. 
 
Lydia Stuart-Hill  
Edition 3 Guidebook 8, Nundle 
Route. Thunderbolts Way to 
Crawney Ph: 02 6762 1802   Mob: 
0423 243 622 
hamishhill@bigpond.com 
 
Sue & Donald Finlay  
Edition 3 Guidebook 8, Maps 15-18 
Pigna Barnie to Polblue, Nundle 
Route Crawney to Aberdeen & Edi-
tion 2 Book 9 Polblue to Aberdeen 
Ph: 02 6546 1151  
finlay@skymesh.com.au 

Guidebook 9 
Rosemary Munn  
Edition 3 Guidebook 9, Maps 1-6 
Aberdeen to Cudgegong River 
Ph: 02 6547 8108    
n.rmunn@activ8.net.au  
 
Malcolm & Denise Keeley  
Edition 3 Guidebook 9, Maps 7-12   
Cudgegong River to Hampton Ph: 
02 6355 1818 Mob: 0428 551 818    
mal.keeley@bigpond.com 
 
Martin and Hazel McCort 
Edition 3 Guidebook 9, Maps 13-14 
Hampton to Jenolan Caves Ph:  
02 6335 6241 Mob: 0427 404 989 
zelmarah@activ8.net.au 
 

Guidebook 10 
Martin and Hazel McCort 
Edition 3 Guidebook 10, Maps 1-6 
Jenolan Caves to Crookwell 
02 6335 6241 Mob: 0427 404 989 
zelmarah@activ8.net.au 
 
Leanne Kelly 
Edition 3 Guidebook 10, Maps 7-10 
Crookwell to Gundaroo 
Ph: 02 4835 3120  

gklkgreentop@hotmail.com 
Jenny Costin and Warren Hudson 
Edition 3 Guidebook 10, Maps 11-
15 Gundaroo to Mt Clear (Namadgi 
NP) includes ACT Section 
Jenny Costin Ph: 02 6231 9827 
Mob: 0412 274 810 
jgcostin@bigpond.com 
Warren Hudson Ph: 02 6254 0295        
hudson@grapevine.com.au 
 
Peter and  Richard  Cochran 
Edition 3 Guidebook 10, Map 16 Mt 
Clear to Yaouk Ph: 02 6454 2336 
Mob: 0417 370 490 
Richard  Cochran 0429 709 311 
bushy.97@hotmail.com 

Guidebook 11 
NSW Section  
Peter & Richard  Cochran 
Edition 3 Guidebook 11, Maps 1-3 
Yaouk to Providence Portal  
Ph: 02 6454 2336 Mob: 0417 370 
490 
RichardCochran 0429 709 311 
bushy.97@hotmail.com 
 
Sylvia Oldfield & Warwick Garner 
Edition 3 Guidebook 11, Maps 4-8 
Providence Portal to Khancoban 
Ph: 02 6946 6217 
wgarner@westnet.com.au 
 
Charlie Findlay 
Edition 3 Guidebook 11, Maps 9-10 
Khancoban to Tom Groggin 
Ph: 02 6076 9474   
charliefindlay@dodo.com.au 

VICTORIA 
Guidebook 11 
Victoria Section 
John Stubbs Edition 2 Guidebook 
11, Maps 11-18 Tom Groggin to 
Omeo Ph: 03 5159 1516  
Mob: 0427 003 157 
john.stubbs3@telstra.com 
 

Guidebook 12 
Note:  Trail notes run from  
South to North 
John Stubbs Edition 2 Guidebook 
12, Maps 15-18 Dargo River cross-
ing to Omeo Ph: 03 5159 1516 
Mob: 0427 003 157 
john.stubbs3@telstra.com 
 
Glen Joiner 
Edition 2 Guidebook 12, Maps 7-15 
Knockwood to Dargo River cross-
ing Ph: 0439 745 071 
joiner_glenn@yahoo.com.au 
 
John & Jo Kasch  
Edition 2 Guidebook 12, Maps 1-6 
Healesville to Knockwood 
Ph: 03 5963 7264 
jkasch1@bigpond.com 

TOP TO BOTTOM 
 
BNT Trail Updates Coordinator 
Mal Keeley  Mob: 0428 551 818 
mal.keeley@bigpond.com 
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Contributions are cursorily 
edited but largely style and correct 
English is the responsibility of the 
writer – thus retaining the original 
flavour of the text as the author 
intends.  

Phone 0427 559 575 for 
advertising rates.  

Deadline for next issue 
December 30. The magazine is 
direct mailed to 1000 subscribers. 

tracks@nationaltrail.com.au

FEEL like a hot shower and comfy bed be-
tween the rugged Guy Fawkes and 
Georges Creek sections of  the BNT? 

Two Styx cabins at the junction of  the 
Styx and Little Styx Rivers on the way to 
Point Lookout and adjoining New England 
National Park are ideally-located and can 
cater to your every need, including a wood 
fire, satellite telly and internet connection. 

Right next to Thungutti camping area, 
Two Styx is a relaxing spot to savour the 
best of  one of  Australia’s most spectacular 
national parks.  

Just up the road is one of  the country’s 
best views – across the Bellingen Valley 
and on to the Pacific Ocean from 5,000 
foot Point Lookout. 

There is abundant wildlife including su-
perb lyrebirds, spotted-tail quolls, greater 
gliders, and playpus and  rainbow trout in 
the well-stocked dam. If  you’re no fisher, 
down the road is the Dutton trout hatchery 
where you can tour the operations and buy 
a smoked trout.  

Contact Jenny and Russell Murchie on 
(02) 6658 2942, mobile: 0409 582 942, 
email: murchies@hotmail.com, or visit the 
website: www.twostyx.com.au.



A slightly true story 

Chapter8 

by Harold Gardner

WE only had a few hours yesterday 
after a long Christmas lunch, but it 

was enough to make the first night’s stop. 
The country at the back of  my 640 acres is 
a jumble of  forested gullies, unfenced be-
cause of  the rugged terrain. Old Kev 
knew exactly which way to go, however, 
and led the way for us to push the 50-odd 
fattened bullocks. The beginning of  the 
trail was obscured by a patch of  fast-grow-
ing black wattle, but soon a well-worn 
track emerged along which cattle had obvi-
ously trod for many years. It led to a set of  
old bush yards made from logs and 
branches, recently added to and I immedi-
ately understood the emnity between Kev 
and his brother – it was a great way to take 
cleanskins away without being caught. 

We were all exhausted, including the 
cattle which yarded themselves without 
trouble. Frank Billion dropped out of  the 
saddle dead drunk and slept where he lay, 
Kev rolled his swag against a giant iron-
bark and my last sight before dropping off  
was a halter-less Nugget standing guard 
over him, glaring at the snoring Billion. 

Today was long but straightforward, 
the spur we were on opening up and lead-
ing straight up the side of  Badja Moun-
tain, through 40-year-old alpine ash 
regrowth from the 1930 fires, straight and 
close together. Eventually we reached the 
next stage after a climb of  more than 
3,000 feet – a fenced TSR next to the 
Oranmeir cemetery. The hard day’s drive 
meant we were all pretty tired but we 
shared a friendly grill and I rolled my swag 
out near the grave of  the mystery stock-
man – buried in unconsecrated ground 
outside the cemetery fence. 

I wake at midnight to see Old Kev 
sneak across and place a battered felt hat, 
worn-out drizabone and old Cuban-heeled 
riding boots on the wooden cross at the 
head of  the grave. Under the fading quar-
ter-moon the eerie apparition becomes a 
ghost as I drift off  to sleep, and this is 
what I dream ... 

THE .410 shotgun is regarded as a ladies’ 
gun, a snake gun, a bit light even for rab-
bits unless you can get close. But the 
chamber will also take a .45 calibre slug, 
turning it into a lethal weapon that will 
blow the head off  your victim, or likewise 
off  your shooter, given the breech is not 
made for a charge that big. 

Despite the decomposition and inter-
ference by tiger cats, Sergeant Pemlican 
from Braidwood Police could see the body 
had a head, but the head was missing its 
entire right side, the bullet having entered 
above the left ear, leaving an entry wound 
about 2 inches long, more of  a tear than a 
hole. 

Lying within three feet of  the body 
was the .410, on it’s side, the breech closed 
and the barrel pointed at the victim. 

A less-experienced policeman would 
have deduced that this was not the gun 
which killed Jock Eldridge as it did not 
have the capacity to do so. But Pemlican 
knew his guns, had even experimented 
with a .45 slug in a similar gun, but was 
shaken by the destructive power of  this 
combination. 

He could see the excess powder burns 
on the outside of  the breech, but what he 
could not calculate was, if  Eldridge killed 
himself, how did he press the trigger? The 
barrel on the .410 was 3 feet 4 inches long, 
and Eldridge’s arm, calculated from the 
decomposing body and allowing for extra 
flesh, was only 2 feet 8 inches from armpit 
to first finger. 

Still, he knew the victim, knew the gos-
sip, understood the likely outcome and had 
no hesitation declaring the death a suicide. 

Eldridge, despite the white name, was 
a quarter-blood Munkata and although he 
had largely ignored his heritage, when the 
other men in the district rushed to fight 
for the Empire in 1914, no-one expected 
him to go. He kept on buying store cattle 
at the Countegany yards and droving them 
up to a piece of  country he occupied still 
under the same grazing lease his grandfa-
ther had taken up after ejecting his grand-
mother’s tribe in 1854. 

On the way was a mother and daugh-
ter, left on their own after the husband 
and father was hit by a shell at Gallipoli. 

Next chapter: Resolution

Unconsecrated ground


