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GAZ, Matt and Gumby consume jelly 
snakes as they negotiate the bridle paths 
through the Canberra section – including 
the bumpy cavalettis. Their advice: ‘Don’t 
try this at home’. See story Page 5.
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NewsI personally would like to thank Sheila 
Tait for her organisation and hosting the 
2013 AGM weekend at Atherton in Far 
North Queensland. My thanks go also to 
all the section coordinators, and their part-
ners, whose presence and involvement 
produced a very productive weekend. 

At the conclusion of  the AGM, 
Deputy Chair Abbie Grant-Taylor and I 
travelled up to Cooktown to meet with 
Cooks Shire Council’s Deputy Mayor, 
Penny Johnson. We discussed the many is-
sues the BNT has in this area. Penny John-
son’s gracious enthusiasm to resolve the 
issues that we presented and a commit-
ment to assist the BNT in its other matters 
in the area was greatly received and appre-
ciated. Penny’s generosity towards the 
BNT extended also to assisting Belinda 
Ritchie at the end of  her trek. The BNT 
truly has a great friend and supporter in 
Cooktown. Thank you Penny Johnson.  

Early in December, Victorian-based 
Board member Catherine Clancy and I 
met with the BNT’s Patron, John Landy. I 
had the great honour of  presenting John 
with Life Membership of  the BNT. This 
honour was awarded for his many years of  
service to the BNT. He is currently our 
Patron, but his involvement goes back to 
the formation of  the BNT 25 years ago 
when he served as a member of  the origi-
nal BNT Board. John is still passionate 

about the BNT. His love for and apprecia-
tion of  the Australian landscape is demon-
strated in his photography and he is also 
involved with conservation and preserva-
tion of  our heritage. The BNT is very for-
tunate indeed to have this great Australian 
and former Governor of  Victoria, as our 
Patron.  

On another matter to the BNT, I am 
obliged to remind trekkers to carry their 
current membership letter  when trekking 
on the Trail, especially when travelling 
through private property. Lately there have 
been reports of  inappropriate behaviour, 
but upon investigation all these incidents 
have been committed by non-members, al-
though one incident was by a former 
member of  the BNT. I would remind 
members that all private landowners have 
graciously and generously allowed bona 
fide BNT trekkers access through their 
properties and therefore please respect this 
gesture and the respective landowners. It 
goes without saying that gates should be 
left as they are found! 

On a sadder note I extend to Sue 
Cumming, (a Board member and volun-
teer at the BNT’s Museum at Gatton) and 
her family the BNT’s condolences of  the 
passing of  Sue’s husband, Mark. I know 
how much Mark will be missed by all. 

NICK JACOMAS

End of the adventure

2013 HAS been a very productive year for 
the BNT, with the new BNT website and 
the BNT Facebook page creating more ex-
posure and recognition for the BNT.  

We are also fortunate to have others 
promoting the BNT such as Jo and John 
Kasch’s very successful Pack Saddling 
Australia website and Facebook pages, and 
Ben Dyer’s and Belinda Ritchie’s Facebook 
pages of  their respective treks of  the 
BNT.  

Belinda’s regular updates gave perhaps 
the most detailed insight into daily life on 
the Trail. Thanks to everyone who shares 
their stories. 

We are making full use of  today’s tech-
nology and the comprehensive and de-
tailed remapping of  the BNT in 
Queensland is progressing. Due to the nat-
ural disasters we have all experienced over 
the past couple of  summers, this arduous 
task unfortunately will take longer than ex-
pected. Hence Andrew Graham, who is 
leading this task, did not seek re-election 
to the BNT Board. Andrew, and the 
Board, hope that this task will be com-
pleted by the AGM in 2016. 

In September I travelled up to Queens-
land to attend a meeting on the future of  
horse riding in Queensland. Organised by 
the Queensland Outdoor Recreation Fed-
eration, this meeting was able to hear first- 
hand from the National Parks Minister on 
proposed changes to access.  

New BNT office 
phone numbers
The BNT Information Office phone num-
ber is still 1300 138 724.   Office hours 
9am-6pm (DST). Please leave a message if  
unanswered. 

The Sales and Membership number is 
0459 722 081.   Office hours  5-7am and 
6-8pm, Monday-Friday (EST). 
     OFFICE MANAGER JOSEPHINE HARDING

BNT road signs 
in wrong place
IT HAS come to the BNT’s attention that 
there are National Trail road signs in areas 
where the BNT does not cross a road. 

These signs have been placed by either 
Main Roads or the local council, not the 
BNT. Pine Mountain is a few kilometres 
roughly north of  Ipswich, being part of  
Ipswich City Council.  

This photo of  the intersection of  Pine 
Mountain Road, Russell Road and Pine 
Mountain Quarry Road have BNT mis-
placed on them.There is a (local) horse 
trail crossing the intersection. 

If  anyone is aware of  this scenario in 
your area, please let us know, with exact 
location. Sue Cumming 

WITH a big following on Facebook, 
Belinda Ritchie finished her south-
north ride of  the complete Trail on 
November 10, last  year. 

Recipient of  the Nancy Bird Walton 
sponsorship from Austalian Geo-
graphic Society, Belinda rode with her 
three horses, Clincher, Trump and 
Rube, partly to raise awareness of  the 
National Stroke Foundation following 
the sudden illness of  her father just 
prior to her setting out. 

Belinda, a lawyer from Sydney, told 
BNT TRACKS her main aim was for 
“an adventure” which she and the 
horses thoroughly enjoyed and perhaps 

is the first woman to ride the whole 
trail alone.

New email address 
THE new email address for  
BNT TRACKS magazine is: 
tracks@nationaltrail.com.au

Mushgang halfway
MUSHGANG has been discovered at 
Ebor, where he is breaking in Guy Fawkes 
brumbies.  

He has taken up residence temporariliy 
at the Ebor Recreation Grounds, paying 

Mushgang and Mick Franklin.

for his stay by painting the squash courts 
and is in much demand working on neigh-
bouring properties because he is such a 
good worker. 

Born in Switzerland, Martin Hammele 
was given the name Mushgang by North-
ern Territory Aborigines who also taught 
him English when he worked there as a 
builder on reserves as a young man. 

He has been on the Trail for six years 
with his two horses and is now approxi-
mately half-way to Healesville.

Nick J presents BNT Patron John Landy with Life Membership.
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By GAZ DOOD 

SAYING that is easier than saying the 
name of  the place that we travelled 

through over the weekend. Mutmutbilly 
Road. It’s in Breadalbane. Breadalbane is 
in the middle of  nowhere. And we came 
across a lovely old stone church with 
cemetery. But before we get here, we had 
to ride a way. 

Matt, Gumby and I set off  a half  hour 
later than we originally planned on Satur-
day. A chilly 5 degrees with a mixed sky 
greeted us as we rolled out onto the trail. 
A little windy. Blue sky behind, and – in 
the distance – some rather dark clouds. As 
we crested a small hill on the outskirts of  
Canberra, Matt threw the trailer off  as one 
of  the panniers broke free. A simple fit-
ting error turned out to be a blessing in 
disguise. Due to the delay while we chat-
ted, refitted the trailer plus panniers, and 
ate jelly snakes, the rain in the distance 
kept moving past and away. 

At this point, I’ll give you a tip if  you 
wish to ride a bicycle around the eques-
trian trails on the outskirts of  Canberra. 

Don’t. Seriously – don’t. It’s just painful. 
While the trails themselves are great and 
have some awesome views, negotiating the 
“cavalettis” (barriers created by having 5 
timber beams set at 600mm high that 
horses can walk over) is more than awk-
ward with a loaded bike. Doing this will 
come back to haunt me later in the day. 

We decided after crossing 10 or 12 of  
these cavalettis, that we should make up 
some time and haul ourselves to the other 
side of  Canberra via cycleway. A good 
portion of  the cycleway we rode was be-
side a freeway. So good time was made to 
Gungahlin where we stopped for lunch. 

After an overpriced coffee which was 
still quite appreciated, we headed off  
down Gundaroo Road. Here we started to 
feel the teeth of  the wind. The chill in-
creased with the wind speed. And now we 
were catching the wind from the front and 
the side. Panniers like sails giving us some 
interest to match the country we were rid-
ing through. Hammer fest to Gundaroo 
for chocolate and sugary drinks with 
caffiene. 

The drizzle which had been holding 
off  for most of  the day finally started to 
stick. It was with this that we headed off  
for the final stretch to the planned 
overnight stop. Some hills popped into the 
journey now. The hills provided Matt with 
some insight into the speeds at which it is 
safe to haul a bicycle trailer. Never getting 
out of  hand, it was deemed that a safe 
maximum should be 34kph – and not the 
plus 40 he had done on two occasions. 
Along the way, we came to a lookout that 
stared across Lake George and the Federal 
Highway a fair way beneath us. Gumby en-
joyed the view and the rest. So did I, as I 
was feeling the pinch from setting the pace 
across to Gundaroo and my knee wasn’t 
feeling 100 per cent. 

More jelly snakes were consumed 
while we took in the view. Awesomeness. 
Lake George half-full of  water and the 
light playing on the water and the clouds 
in the distance. We’d covered some ground 
now, but the day was passing fast and we 
still had some way to go to the campsite. 
Time to hit the gravel road again. Losing 
light while we rode along, we finally made 

our way into the Lerida TSR well after 
dark for a well-earned coffee and some 
dinner, while the camp fire kept us amused 
with the flames. All up we’d done 96km. 

Next morning Matt and I waved 
Gumby away to Canberra as we continued 
on our way northward. Three pedal 
strokes into the day and I knew that I 
would not be able to achieve the final des-
tination of  Wallerawang. A burning pain 
behind the left kneecap meant that seri-
ously loading that leg was a no-no. When I 
discovered that if  I pedalled “just so” I 
could mostly avoid the pain, I told Matt 
that it was a bit iffy and we’d see how we 
go. Matt then told me that he hadn’t spent 
so much time sitting on a saddle in a long 
time and had issues of  his own. A bit of  a 
chuckle and we upped the speed as the 
trail allowed. 

This day was a delight. Through gentle 
rolling hills and tree-covered pastures. A 
clear morning and less of  the wind that had 
troubled us yesterday. Only one climb that 
was noteworthy (and not in the class of  the 
Victorian Alps) and I was managing to keep 
it spinning along. Matt, too, was having fun 
on the bike. Some grand vistas across val-
leys and views to the south. The knee re-
minded me that it was going to be an early 
end every time we came to a small rise. 

A decision was made that Crookwell 
should be the finishing point for the ride. 
Past that we headed off  into more awk-
ward country for a car to collect us. And if  
my knee kept going the way it was going, it 
might have been a case of  not being able 
to ride out from where we went. Covering 
the 76km to Crookwell in about four-and-
a-half  hours without drama, it was time 
for a hamburger and some phone calls. 
Then to see about a campsite. 

Crookwell is a nice little town. A small 
shopping strip along the main drag which 
has a choice of  cafes and stores, a couple 
of  pubs and such. Noteworthy is the 
award-winning little bakery – seems that 
their bread gets the gong. 

There is a council-run caravan park. 
Now this is no 4-star. It’s essentially an area 
of  a park that has an amenities block, sev-
eral concrete pads for visiting vans to stop 
on, three permanent vans in residence, and 
a grassed picnic area next to the Crookwell 
River. Make sure that you go to the Visitor 
Centre in Crookwell (at the roundabout) to 
get a key for the amenities block before 
you go down to the van park. If  your leg is 
okay, it’s only a short walk back up. Very 
helpful people in the Visitor Centre. “The 
ranger will come around to collect the fee 
tonight or tomorrow. I’ll give them a call 
for you.” Pick a spot to put up the tent – 
no directions, just wherever. 

We found a small circle of  stones where 
a previous small camp fire had been and 
that looked good to us. Tents up in short 
order and then got the fire going. So then it 
was dinner by the fire, and then being 
amused by an older fellow who arrived in a 
van while we set up camp. I’m not sure if  
he got kicked out so his wife could have 
some peace and quiet. He could sure talk 
…  you just dropped little comments in to 
keep him going and away he went. 

A comfortable night’s sleep for me, and 
a very cold start to the day. After what I 
thought was a bit of  a lie-in, I heard Matt 
stir and got out of  bed. 7am. Frost. Minus 
2 or 3, I suppose at some point. We spent 
some time shuffling along as the sun 
moved higher into the sky, tracking it to get 
a little comfort from its strengthening 
warmth. And in a very casual manner we 
spent the remainder of  the morning waiting 
for our ride to arrive to take us back home. 

Overall, it was a rather delightful jour-
ney through some quiet country roads. 
We’ll be back to finish the trip across to 
Wallerawang. And I am very tempted to do 
the journey from Crookwell back across to 
Canberra. 

Church at Mutmutbilly

Gaz over Federal Highway.

Gumby over Federal Highway, Lake George.

The dog’s name is William 

Wet camp at TSR.
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By DAVE YOUNG 

DAY one, Friday. Awake at 3am. You 
gotta be kiddin’ me! 

Nope, get out of  bed, get dressed, get 
on that train boy. Get goin’! Get outta 
here. Get thee hence to beautiful Biggen-
den, inland from Maryborough, where you 
shall dine superbly at the hotel, rest thy 
weary bones after travelling for 13 hours 
by train and bus and bus again. 

  Arise then at 4am and go spend the 
next three weeks sweating, trudging, 
falling, crying, marvelling, broiling, freez-
ing and all manner of  other things, whilst 
riding a mountain bike along the Biggen-
den to Blackbutt section of  the Bicenten-
nial National Trail, using guide book No. 5 
as my companion and navigational guide. 

 The Track looks insignificant when 
viewed on the big scale map. A little red 
line about 10mm long. Nothing to it. I 
shall cruise along that, thought I and have 
time to read a novel, go fishing, visit auntie 
for arvo tea etc. Oh foolish lad. 

 Day two started well. Up early. Gear 
checked and stowed. on the road by 6am. 
Chuffing down the road. all good. 
Whoops, first obstacle a mob of  feisty 
mum cows with calves. Not happy that I 

am entering their territory. I ain’t happy to 
be there either. My courage now down 
around my boots. We both take avoiding 
action and situation averted with cattle bel-
lowing my presence to the surrounding 
countryside. Still only about 6.30am, Satur-
day morning. Next obstacle. A steel gate 
across the track. Locked. Big padlock, big 
chain. Lots of  barbed wire. Everything off  
bike. Wheels off. Pass all through or over 
fence. Clamber through and re-assemble 
and re-stow all. Set sail after 20 minutes for 
obstacle No. 3. There’s a built house across 
the track. There are cars, kids’ toys, wash-
ing on the line. Read the guidebook direc-
tions again.  

Yep I’m at the correct spot, so care-
fully tippy toeing around the house and 
hoping that there aren’t noisy dogs to bark 
and wake irate householders who shall 
storm out with shotguns blazing, children 
crying ‘mama mama, who is that strange 
man the dogs are chewing on?’  But no, all 
is quiet and from then on ’twas all peace 
and the call of  birdies and cattle as the 
Old Coach Road reveals itself  and slides 
past my tyres. Across paddocks and 
Mungore Creek. Pretty rough in spots too, 
so if  you were a coach passenger 140years 
ago on this track you would have been 
pretty well bounced about.  

 Then some easy riding, with some hills 
that needed to be walked up ’cause of  the 
30kg of  ‘stuff ’ sitting on my bike. Stuff  
that would keep me alive for a month or 
more. A bitumen road, then gravel, then 
more hills. Trudge up them and race down 
the other side. Get momentum up and see 
how far up the next hill before clambering 
off  and more trudging. 

 So it went till suddenly I was at 
‘Golden Fleece’, which was my destination 
for Day 2. Crikey says I, it’s only 9km to 
Broomfield and it’s still quite early. I shall 
push on. There are 4 litres of  water left and 
there is permanent water at Broomfield and 
it’s warm but not blistering. Push on! The 
guidebook says take the left fork. I take the 
left fork, But, there are two left forks and 
the correct one is a bit further along than 
mine. First true mistake. If  I had been 
keeping a careful lookout I should have 
seen that beautiful little yellow triangle 
nailed to a tree, which indicated the correct 
track. But I wasn’t as aware as I should have 
been, missed the track and sailed blindly on 
down the road to who knows where. My 
GPS said I was on a track, which looked to 
be as it should. The descriptions in the 
book vaguely matched what I was seeing 
around me. And just like that it was blister-
ingly hot. (38 degrees C by my gauge).  

No longer just warm. Another litre of  
water gone and another. The nice road had 
become a cow pad. Retraced steps back to 
Golden Fleece and set up camp. 4pm and 1 
litre of  water left. The Golden Fleece water-
holes were full of  black, smelly stuff. A 
phone call to Section 5 co-ordinator Dave 
Mcleod, who advised a lack of  water further 
along the track, decided me to head back to 
Biggenden to get more water bottles. 

 Met with Dave there and he graciously 
ferried me around to Elliot (Musket Flat), 

where there is a BNT shelter and water 
tank. Mr Daryl Wade lives nearby and keeps 
a benevolent, watchful eye over things. He 
has a guest book for BNT travellers to sign. 
The last signature before mine was Miss 
Belinda Ritchie, who rode north with three 
horses some months previously and whose 
adventures I had been following on the net 
and whose old tracks I sometimes came 
across on the lonelier stretches. Big thanks 
to both Dave and Daryl for their help and 
companionship and congratulations to Be-
linda for her splendid ride. 

 Then into it proper. Wild rough 
tracks, overgrown with grass. Tracks peter-
ing out into nothingness. Tracks almost 
vertical, tracks with no traction, slipping 
and sliding trying to push the bike and stay 
upright, Guidebook instructions which 
made no sense.  A calculated guess would  
later be gratefully confirmed by that little 
yellow triangle nailed to a tree or post, in-
dicating the track direction.  

 Early October was when I com-
menced my ride. Wasn’t usually hot in Oc-
tober, but this one was and there hadn’t 
been rain for ages, so most of  the water 
locations were dry. 

Old Forestry Station was brilliant. 
Abandoned now and slowly falling apart, it 
still has great shelter and water in some of  
its tanks. Stayed a couple of  days drawing 
pics and a bit of  watercolour. Karen and 
Forrest Daly act as caretakers and rode 
their horses over for lunch and to say 
g’day. Nice people.  

 There was a music festival being held 
at Munna Creek showgrounds, where the 
next BNT shelter and tank are, so no 
camping there. Push on to beautifu Miva, 
with its imposing Dickabram Bridge span-
ning the Mary River. Wow! Four great iron 
columns filled with concrete hold up the 
main span and when a vehicle crosses the 
bridge, the loose timber decking makes an 
enormous racket. 

 Magnificent old Moreton Bay figs are 
in the camping reserve. An old shed which 
the guidebook says is here and could be 
used as an emergency shelter has collapsed 
and now shelters only geckos. I camped 
adjacent the bridge in a council park. very 
civilised. It’s got a dunny! 

 Miva to Kilkivan was a long, hard, hot 
slog. The guidebook and my navigation 
not quite agreeing and with the temp again 
in the high 30s, I found myself  in the 
beautiful little town of  Woolooga. I think 
that this was Day 9 or 10. Decided to stay 
at the pub, but the place had been flooded 
last Feb and was still under repair. So rest 
a bit, meat pie, cappuccino, kick on to 
Kilkivan along the Wide Bay Highway. So, 
so bloody hot. Very little tree shade, great 
trucks whooshing past (get aside for 
them). Nothing else for it, head down and 
keep pedalling and suddenly there is the 
Kilkivan pub run by boxing tent hero Fred 
Brophy and his lovely wife Sandy. Hot 
showers and real food (not dehydrated ra-
tions). Wash out all the stinking sweaty 
clothing in the shower, hang it up to dry. 

  
Continued Page 8 

Biggenden to Blackbutt

5.30am on a chilly morn beside the Dickabrams Bridge at Miva. Dave Young checks out the remains of a post and rail fence at Musket Flat.  

Old Forestry Station.
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Pack Saddlers dig Mondo dunny

From top: Great turnout in ‘the shed’. 
John Kasch and his two mules, Rielly and Jackson. 
Happy Camper meals with their display of ready-to-use camping meals. 
Noel Whiltshire talking about how to load uneven weighted loads.     

ON Nov 23 and 24, 2013, the annual  
Pack Saddling Information Work-

shop was held in Narbethong. Hosted by 
Jo-Anne and John Kasch, Pack Saddling 
Australia, Alexandra & District Horse-
man’s Association, and assisted by 
Tourism Victoria. 

In past years the workshop has been  
held on just one day, and was very success-
ful. This year, the workshop was extended 
over two days. With so much information 
on packsaddling, the interest from so 
many people and  many more presenters 
wanting to be involved, one day was not 
going to be enough time.  

With the weekend’s weather predicted 
to be fine, all  stalls and presenters set up 
early, the weekend was shaping up to be a 
success. 

Keeping in mind the theme of  pack-
saddling with horses and mules, presenters 
travelled from interstate and all over to 
talk about their product. 

People attending travelled from as far 
afield as Perth and Cairns to attend this 
year’s function. Many others travelled from 
SA, Sydney and  all over Victoria.     

Add into the mix a delicious camp 
oven dinner. The cooks catered for 78 
people, serving up soups for entree, roast 
chicken, corned silverside and roast vegies, 
then followed by golden syrup dumplings 
and bread and butter pudding with cream 
and custard, all cooked on a huge camp-
fire. 

Another big fire was started, and 
everyone settled in for an entertaining 
night. Everyone was even more surprised 
by the fact the menu for the night is nor-
mal food on the trail for Jo and John. Jo’s 
idea of  packsaddling is based on good 
food, comfy bedding and nice glass of  red! 

‘Glamping’ comes to mind on their 
trips.  The general comments from every-
one was that these weekends are fantastic 
for experienced packers to get together 
and share trails. 

Beginner packers learn about this 
mode of  travel, see new and different 
products, both new and home-made by 
presenters and other packers. 

 At the conclusion of  the weekend, 
with travellers heading home, plans are al-
ready under way for a weekend in Novem-
ber, 2014. 

 One of  the goals for the weekend was 
the fundraising of  finances to help build 
toilets on the BNT at Mondo yards be-
tween Healseville and Narbethong. After 
the weekend’s donations, raffle and extras, 
the ‘Toilet Fund’ total is over $6,500. 

If  you have any packing photos or sto-
ries you would like to share, need a little 
more information, feel free to contact, 

www.packsaddlingaustralia.com, or on the 

Facebook page: Packsaddlingaustralia. 

JO-ANNE KASCH 

Narbethong 3778 

 www.packsaddlingaustralia.com 

jkasch1@bigpond.com 

0429 133 416

From Page 7 

 At Rossmore caravan park, south of  
Kilkivan, I raided the recycle bin for 2lt 
drink bottles, which were plentiful and 
ditched my wine cask bladder which leaked 
constantly. Was carrying about 10lt water 
now. The track gets seriously rough after 
Rossmore caravan park . Steep and slip-
pery and with small rocks that slide out 
underfoot. Views from the top are worth 
the effort. Lots of  magnificent bottle 
trees. Should be called bottle tree hill. 
There is an even steeper, more slippery 
rise just north of  the Shamrock mine. 
Standing there halfway up trying to take 
another step, but couldn’t. Absolutely 
shagged. This’ll have to do. Set up camp 
on the side of  the track.There is a large 
dam near the Shamrock mine. Lots of  
bush around it. I wiggled my way deep 
into it. Set up camp with a tarp rain collec-
tor over the tent, as thunderstorms were 
predicted. Bam! Down it came. Big hail, 
lots of  delicious rain and me sitting satu-
rated under the tarp, collecting it in every 
container I could find and sucking on hail-
stones. Water supply replenished! You 
beauty. Lots of  fresh pig footprints at the 
water’s edge, but by now I probably smelt 
worse than them and scared them off, be-
cause I didn’t see any of  them. That was a 
good thing because I was totally spent and 
would have had to fend them off  with my 
knife and fork. Next morning the dawn 
chorus was taken by a million bell mynahs. 
Worth the trip just to hear those dawn 
choruses. Always different each morning.  

  By this  time I had a routine worked 
out. Awake at 4am, packed up and on the 
road at 6am. Breakfast was cooked rice 
and sultanas with instant oatmeal added 
plus lots of  coffee. Sometimes muesli was 
added to the mix instead of  oatmeal. All 
good and lots of  it. Lunch at 11am. Two 
packets of  soup mixed together plus dry 
2min noodles to crunch on and a  little 
spicy salami stick or two for flavour. On 
the really hot days, 11am was about the 
travel limit till things began to cool around 
3pm. Siesta time.  

Roll out the tarp under a shady spot 
and sleep. Sleep was never a problem. 
Close eyes and gone. 

Stop about 4pm. Tent, bedding, food, 
sleep in that order. All done by 6pm. On 
cold nights wore everything I had to bed. 

 When riding, I would stop, have a 
suck of  water, check GPS, rest a couple of  
minutes and kick on. 

My camera slid out of  my pocket on 
one of  these stops. When I made the dis-
covery I was 10km along from last camp 
and it could have been anywhere on the 
track.  

Wasn’t going to continue without re-
covering it, so stashed everything behind a 
huge fallen log and set off  on potentialy 
largish ride (bike goes a bit faster minus 
30kg luggage). One hundred metres down 
the track there it was. Great relief. The 
bush here, the Wrattens State Forest, was 
aromatic, filled with the stench of  decay-
ing vegetation, warm earth, damp from 
yesterday’s thunderstorm downpour and 
blossoms from gums and shrubs and all 
filled with the songs of  birds. Beautiful 
stuff, all suddenly shattered by five trail 
bikes blasting past.  

 Then came the good bit! After rising 
and rising we now get to go down! Yee 
haa! Down the Manumbar Packhorse 
Mailman’s Track. Not quite vertical. Lots 
of  chunky rocks. So with brakes hard on 
and sliding on the grass you pick the most 
promising cow pad and go for it down the 
hill. Banging over logs and rocks. Sliding 
to a halt where necessary, like where there 
was suddenly  a meter dropoff, with big 
rocks at the top, so close together the ped-
als won’t fit through.  

Ease through or over or around and 
keep charging down. That was exciting rid-
ing. Would be good to go down again 
without all the gear on. The only times I 
came off  during this ride were when al-
most stopped and I lost balance. There 
was always a nice rock to cushion the land-
ing though and the bike and gear usually 
landed on top of  me. 

  Stopped at Manumbar Campdraft So-
ciety for a rest as it was so hot once again. 

Off  on the track again and chugged on 
to old Elgin Vale sawmill then Nanango. 
Ahhhh the Nanango flies. They are to be 
remembered. In eyes, mouth, ears, nose. 
They could keep up with me even downhill.  

 Nanango had a pub with showers and 
the RSL had great food. I even had a 
shave at Nanango. So feeling civilised once 
more I set off  for Taromeo and Blackbutt. 
Hot days again, interesting riding. Red deer 
about in small herds, always seen from a 
distance though, then rough once more up 
the Old Coach Road and into the welcom-
ing hands of  Mr Bruce Murray (section 
co-ordinator for the Taromeo section of  
BNT) and then journey’s end at Blackbutt. 
I am indebted to Bruce for his hospitality 
and a ride into town.  

 In Blackbutt met up with my old boss 
who has retired to acreage there. We wan-
dered around his orchard looking at his 
trees, which all were flourishing and he said 
‘come look at this’. There on the edge of  
his dam were huge paw prints belonging to 
a feline. it had slid to a stop after jumping 
off  the nearby embankment, the prints still 
clear and fresh. He said it was ‘ The Black-
butt Panther’ and though he hadn’t actually 
seen it those pussy-cat prints were over 
80mm across, hmmm! Mystery. 

 I had planned to ride on to Killarney 
(Guidebook 6), but it was just too hot to 
be comfortable, so that ride will have to 
wait till next year.  

 I had a great time out there and rec-
ommend it to all as a real adventure. 

Dickabram Bridge.

Biggenden to Blackbutt
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By JACKIE MANN 

SINCE participating in the National 
Mail Relay Ride in 1978, riding the Bi-

centennial National Trail has been a per-
sisting dream for me.  I’d managed quite a 
few pack trips here and there but nothing 
of  any great distance.   

In early 2013 I started following Belinda 
Ritchie’s ride north along the BNT via her 
‘Tails from the Trails’ Facebook page, and this 
just cemented the thought that I need to do 
my own BNT journey while I’m still young 
enough and fit enough to tackle it.  Wheels 
were put in motion, and the first of  my ‘trial’ 
pack rides was confirmed for October 2013.  
I had planned to commence the ride some-
where east of  Rylstone, riding north and fin-
ishing at Aberdeen, and after communication 
with Mal and Denise Keeley, it was recom-
mended starting from Glen Alice (Book 9, 
Map 8).  My parents transported the horses 
and myself  to Glen Alice, about a 6 hour 
drive from Newcastle.  Not far behind were 
Ros Freestone and Pascale Bundi who were 
also coming along for the ride. 

We were all in high spirits as we saddled 
up and rode out from ‘The Nile’ for the 
start of  our adventure.  After a short de-
tour (ie, wrong turn), we headed up the hill 
to our first night’s camp at Grassy Moun-
tain.  This camp is relatively small but has a 
new and very tidy shelter and water tank, 
this being the only water source.  A late 
discovery just before we were about to ride 
out the next morning was the lookout 
which was surprisingly and quite literally at 
the back of  camp.  Looking out over the 
greatness of  the Wollemi National Park 
was quite breathtaking, particularly in the 
early morning light with the sun just creep-
ing up over the range. 

The next few days traversed the 
Wollemi National Park which was quite 
spectacular at times, particularly travelling 
beside massive rock ledges which provided 
many ‘wow’ moments.  There was very little 
water on track for the horses, and the col-
lapsible water buckets came in very handy 
when we came across waterholes which 
were difficult to access with the horses. 

Deweys camp is spacious but had very 
little green pick for the horses, so we fed 
out some of  the hard feed we had brought 
along.  Light rain fell overnight, this being 
the total rainfall for the ride.   The ride to 
Nullo Mountain was hindered when trying 
to find Middle Hill Track, and we still 
haven’t found the southern entrance, 
choosing to follow a dirt road which only 
added about 5km to the day’s ride.  The 
‘Nunkeri’ property at Nullo Mountain was 
a good camp with plenty of  grass and dam 
water for the horses. 

The ride from Nullo Mountain provided 
a big variety of  terrain – the spectacular 
views after the deer fence, the high country 
bushland which reminded me of  the Bar-
rington Tops, and again the rocky outcrops 
of  the Wollemi, all this before dropping 
down through a tropical section to the 
southern entrance of  Myrtle Grove and cat-
tle country.   We camped beside a small 
creek that evening, having an early night as it 
was an early start the next morning. 

Pascale’s solar power outfit worked 
very well, recharging phones each after-
noon.   We were surprised to find that we 
had quite a lot of  mobile coverage – I 
even received a phone call when riding 
through Wollemi at the ‘Livery Stables’! 

It was an enjoyable ride through the 
Widden Valley with so many thorough-
breds on both sides of  the road, particu-
larly all the newborn foals.  From Widden 
it was primarily gravel road with many 
grids and gates – a great opportunity for 
teaching horses to open and shut gates 
from the saddle!  The ride around Phipps 
Crossing was a good detour, travelling 
along an old coach track, past a lookout, 
then down the other side into the next val-
ley.  Once again, we had problems finding 
the campsite, but thankfully we came 
across a local property owner (who we sur-
prisingly knew through horse contacts) 
who guided us down to the TSR beside 
the Goulburn River.  A word of  warning 
for fellow travellers – water your horses on 
the hardened four-wheel drive crossing as 
there is quicksand beside this river.  There 
is also a very active train line across the 
river from this camp, with coal being 
transported day and night. 

With only 20km to travel on the final 
day, we had a bit of  a sleep-in and didn’t get 
away from camp until about 10am.   The 
ride into Sandy Hollow is one of  the less 
exciting days when one travels the BNT, 
being alongside tar road for virtually the en-
tire time.  A refreshing break at the Baerami 
hall provided us with some fresh cold water 
out of  the tank, happily accepted by both 
horse and human alike.  The bridge cross-
ing at Sandy Hollow went straight forward 
as the three of  us purposely took up the en-
tire bridge so the cars couldn’t pass – thank-
fully all drivers were quite happy to wait and 
enjoyed seeing the horses. 

Ros and Pascale were leaving at Sandy 
Hollow, however I had planned to have a 
rest day then ride on another two days to 
Aberdeen.  Unfortunately, bushfires had 
broken out in many areas of  NSW, includ-
ing the Wybong area which is where I was 
heading.  After receiving phone calls from 
Nick Jacomas and section coordinator 
Rosemary Munn, I also called it quits at 
Sandy Hollow.  I believe this really high-
lights the success of  the registration sys-
tem the BNT has implemented, allowing 
them to have a better understanding of  
who is where on the Trail.    

I found this pack ride a very good ex-
ercise in what I’m doing right and wrong, 
and what still needs to be done before I 
head to Cooktown in 2015 to commence 
my own journey travelling south along the 
BNT for 10 months.  If  other trekkers are 
interested, I’d welcome their company as 
I’m passing through their area. 

Riders: Jackie Mann, Ros Freestone, 
Pascale Bundi.

The Nile to Sandy Hollow

Opposite: Pascale Bundi and Ros Freestone, North of Grassy Mountain camp, overlooking rocky land-
scape of Wollemi National Park (Book 9, Map 7).  
Above: Ros Freestone, Pascale Bundi and Jackie Mann arriving at Sandy Hollow.
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A DOUBLE celebration – Canberra’s 
100th birthday with a day trail ride 

and the 25th anniversary year of  the 1988 
Federation Ride from Healesville to Can-
berra, both ending at Equestrian Park. 

A day to celebrate and promote Can-
berra’s equestrian presence, the trail net-
work and the BNT. ACT Equestrian 
Association, which represents the many 
equestrian clubs in the ACT, planned the 
event for Sunday, November 10, 2013. 
The launch was on Saturday afternoon at 
Hall Showground.  

Logistically planned for the past year 
to ensure all riders’ and volunteers’ safety 
in our city’s urban BNT trail.  The ride had 
the support of  our ACT Government,  
rangers, police, ACT Ambulance 4wd 
service and St Johns First Aid crew in cars 
and on horseback, our two local mobile 
vets and the many volunteers who manned 
all road crossings and underpasses and the 
dedicated committee from local equestrian 
clubs and community.  

All entries pre-registered on global en-
tries matched to their requested pace of  
walk/trot, trot/canter divided into 14 
groups, each starting at varied intervals to 
ensure an enjoyable, safe ride. Each group 
led by an ATHRA accredited Australian 
Trail Boss from Monaro Horse Trekkers 
and Tindery Club including two former 
Tasmanian High Country Riders all living 
in and around the ACT.  

The youngest led pony club children 
not to be left had their own event being 
led around the cross country jump areas 
of  Equestrian Park. 

From 7 to 9.30am on a cool and  over-
cast November morning, 117 riders aged 
nine to 75 years. A wealth of  equestrian 
experience and one common goal on the 
day rode out from five different start 
points at varied intervals, north from Hall, 
Belconnen Pony Club, Cook, south from 
Kambah Pony Club and Stromlo Forest 
Park’s Blue Gums covering 62km of  BNT 
trail. The BNT route followed the varied 
scenic western suburban fringe, through  
Canberra’s nature parks and urban space, 
the National Arboretum, pine forests, next 
to cycle paths and suburban roads through 
underpasses past many agistment centres 
and along the river corridor ending at 
Equestrian Park Yarralumla where the 
BNT camp site is.  

A very visual presence of  small groups 
spread out on the BNT arriving at their 
common destination of  ride base Eques-
trian Park to be met by their support, local 
vets and ride base officials and the much 
welcome food vans. 

A fun day, new friendships formed, old 
friendships renewed, memories of  the 
Federation Ride relived, all arrived safely at 
various times to Equestrian Park with only 
one minor injury – a kick from a horse. 

As a result of  the planned event, media 
coverage, radio, local papers and TV and 
deadline to have long-standing trail repair 
finished and a local new trail now in place.  

Many thanks to all those involved mak-
ing this day a memorable one. 

JENNY COSTIN  
ACT Section Coordinator Book 10 

AGM in Atherton

Andrew Graham details the intricacies of mapping the BNT.

The fantastic Atherton Tableland from Hallorans Hill.

WE LIKE to share Annual General Meet-
ings around various parts of  the Trail and 
2013 saw the AGM go to Atherton in Far 
North Queensland. The meeting was held 
at Halloran’s Hill Hall, where the view over 
the Atherton Tableland to Mt Bartle Frere, 
Queensland’s highest peak, was spectacular.  

As people who live there know, Far 
North Queensland is a long way from any-
where so it was wonderful to have all Sec-
tion Coordinators from Cooktown to 
Nebo (over 1000km by road) in atten-
dance. A very welcome guest was Ben 
Dyer, who, after completing the fastest 
walk of  the trail ever, has returned to 
teaching and was working close by.  

Very special thanks go to Sheila Tait 
and her band of  helpers for organising 
venues and events, for opening her prop-
erty, and for keeping everything going to 
schedule.  

Friday evening was a camp oven din-
ner, ably prepared by section coordinator, 
donkey trekker and wilderness expert, Tim 
Daniel, and was an opportunity to put 
faces to names. Fantastic to meet people 
you only know by phone or email. 

Saturday was the formal business of  
the Annual General Meeting, which was a 
special milestone event marking the 25th 
anniversary of  the formation of  the Bi-
centennial National Trail Ltd. 

BNT Chairman, Nick Jacomas, re-
ported the Board had set itself  two major 
tasks for 2013 – to review the Articles of  
Association and to update our online pres-
ence. The new website is up and running 
and the BNT Facebook page has over 500 
likes (now over 700). The special resolu-
tion to adopt the new Constitution was 
passed, giving the BNT a modernised, sin-
gle document which retains the intent of  
the original drafters. 

Andrew Graham spoke of  the map-
ping task he naively thought would take six 
months to complete. Now he expects it 
may take another two years as he is finding 
many changes to the landscape over the 
past 25 years. He hopes this will set us up 
for a further 25 years.  

Saturday evening saw more socialising 
a local Chinese restaurant - a chance to 
relax after the formalities. Lots of  stories 
swapped and a few interesting discoveries 
of  the backgrounds of  the amazing people 
who continue to support the BNT. 

Ben Dyer talked to us about his 
marathon effort walking the trail this year, 
and about a new paradigm of  ultra light-
weight hiking which saw his base pack 
weigh in at a tiny 4kg.  

Sunday, up bright and early again, back 
to the lookout for a session with the sec-
tion coordinators and board members. A 
great opportunity to hear the challenges 
and suggestions for North Queensland. 

Andrew Graham gave a computer 
based demonstration of  his work on the 
mapping demonstrating the use of  tools 
such as Google Earth and the Queensland 
Globe.  

For the die-hards, a final dinner at a 
local pub, where the conversation was only 
occasionally disturbed by glances at the big 
screen TVs for action and scores in the 
rugby league grand final. 

Monday, a public holiday saw one 
group head down to Innot Hot Springs 
while BNT chair and vice chair, Nick and 
Abbie, headed up the Mulligan Highway 
for a meeting with Cooktown Council. 

Venue for the 2014 AGM has not yet 
been finalised, but expect it to be some-
where around the Snowy Mountains area. 

ABBIE GRANT-TAYLOR

 ACT  Centenary ride

BNT members Karen Carter and Mick Casnave in cork plantation.

New members 
Janette Crutchfield   Yinnar VIC 

Trevor Hooper           Rockhampton QLD  

Derryn Nix        Kyogle NSW  

Dianne Waterhouse & Judith Nesbit

               Collonbatti NSW  

Jaime McGuire          Toowoomba QLD  

Kevin Patrick            Murrumbateman NSW  

Sharyn Moodie          Emu Park QLD  

Nicholas Hart            Goonengerry NSW  

Vikki Watkin             Mt Sheridan QLD  

Michael Maybaum    Bullaburra NSW  

Jeffrey Beake           Jannali  NSW  

Jon Attrill                   Lockwood VIC 

Terry Barnes              Hamlyn Terrace NSW  

Kate Waddington      Manly Vale NSW  

Linda Browning         Wattlebank QLD 

Simon Ovenden        The Gap QLD 

Stephen Waugh        Woonona NSW  

Wayne & Helen Starks 

                   Maryborough QLD  

Carol Geraghty & Walter Jacob  

            Guildford VIC 

Penny Grove              Watson ACT  

Aaron & Shari Mayne  

                     Captain Creek QLD  

Amanda Hay             Woodford NSW  

Louise & James Piddington  

           Bathurst NSW  

Rients Lootsma        Samford QLD  

Bindi Nicholson         Braidwood NSW  

Meriki Johnson         Kawungan QLD  

Daniel Johnson         North Lyncham ACT  

Peter Webster           Tharwa ACT  

Diane Johnson          Hermit Park QLD  

Dennis Bark              Page ACT  

Lance Rutherford     Rocksberg QLD  

Richard Bazley          Hobart TAS 

Graeme Stanton       Dunmora QLD  

Gorden Bijen             Hornsby NSW  

Martin Neshausen    Toowoomba QLD 

Fab Fichera               Taylors Lakes VIC  

Melody Perrin & Peter de Graaff   

           Flinders NSW  

Rowena Wilcox         Burragorang NSW 

Lily Minifie                 O'Connor ACT  

Magdalena Verbeek & Leeanne Bartlett    

                Tucki Tucki NSW  

Martin Beveridge      North Rocks NSW  

Jeremy Spencer        Seaholme VIC 

Joan A Barnes           Birdwood NSW  

Owen Dunne             Manly NSW  

Robert J Finn             Cockatoo VIC 

Beau Bikker & Michael Vidler     

                  Highgate Hill QLD  

Andrew & Paul Coyne    

            Annerley QLD  

Mark Kerbs                Killcare NSW  

Charmaine McDonald  

                   Fishing Point NSW  

Dean Furness            Mount Pleasant QLD  

Terry Smith                Moorooka QLD 
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WHAT an amazing adventure! We have 
just come back from a 10 week trek 

on the Bicentennial National Trail and it 
has been such a fantastic journey that we 
just have to share. 

We began our adventure on the 21st 
September with 9 horses and 5 riders leav-
ing from Grafton to meet up with the BNT 
at Ebor. Our destination was Parliament 
House so the choice to travel on the BNT 
was an obvious one as it would take us 
straight to Canberra on an established trail. 

 We called ourselves The Woop Woop 
March as we are born and bred bushies 
from Woop Woop, and we were on a mis-
sion to deliver a message to our politicians 
in the Big Smoke. We are farmers who are 
concerned about the future and wanted to 
let them know that here in the bush, clean 
water is our most valuable resource.  

We rely on water to produce food for 
the nation but that water is under threat 
from the invading Coal Seam Gas industry. 
We were carrying many letters from others 
who shared our concerns and so began the 
Woop Woop March’s Pony Express mail 
delivery to Canberra. 

Getting to Ebor was straightforward 
but definitely came with its challenges. 
Though we were following a Travelling 
Stock Route we were forced to use the road 
much of  the time and were grateful to have 
friends providing support vehicles both 
front and rear through this section of  our 
journey. After 5 days of  travel, we met up 
with the BNT between Hernani and Ebor 
and from there we could begin to enjoy the 
delights of  the trail.  

At Ebor we met Mushgang, another 
BNT trekker who had stopped for a while 
at Ebor and had bought himself  a Guy 
Fawkes Brumby that he was training up to 
join his team. It was great to chat with him 
and hear some of  his stories from the trail. 
After a rest at Ebor we looked forward to 
getting off  bitumen for the next section 
into the Styx River. We were not disap-
pointed as we entered into some beautiful 
and most spectacular country. The initial 
climb to Ebor had tested the horses’ fitness 
but now their endurance would be tested as 
we followed the trail up and down through 
steep valleys and along creeks and rivers to 
emerge on the Macleay River at Georges 
Junction.  

Here we said goodbye to our extra sup-
port vehicle and sent the Woop Woop 
Wagon ahead as we prepared for our first 
solo trek with packs through Kunderang 
Brook. We also met up with a David O’Brien 
of  Buffalo Brumbies who had ridden 
through Kunderang several times and was 
keen to join us for this section. Buffalo, as he 
is known to most, is quite a character and 
certainly made it a colourful few days. This 
section, with its many river crossings and iso-
lated huts along the way was definitely one 
of  the highlights of  the trip. Arriving at the 
Mooraback campsite the riders were weary 
but eager to share their adventures with the 
waiting support crew. The horses enjoyed a 
well-earned rest and some extra feed after 
the long haul out of  the valley. 

By then the riders had overcome the 
initial soreness and were getting used to the 
daily routine of  coffee, pack up, ride, lunch, 
ride, set-up, dinner and bed. Having the 
extra horses meant that they could be ro-
tated as needed to avoid soreness and we 
also rotated riders and support crew, and 
had riders join us for short periods as their 
own schedules allowed. As we got further 
from home, we were mainly reduced to our 

permanent team of  five –  four riding and a 
driver for our Woop Woop Wagon. 

As we headed south, we passed through 
more and more little towns and villages 
along the way. The further we went, the 
friendlier they got and we had a great time 
meeting many locals along the way. These 
little towns welcomed us and our clean 
water message warmly. When Wollemi Na-
tional Park was closed due to bushfires, it 
was local knowledge and generosity, as well 
as the advice of  the trail co-ordinators, that 
enabled us to navigate a detour through the 
Bylong Valley, to Rylstone, then back onto 
the BNT at Glen Davis. The people we met 
along the way restored our faith in the Aus-
tralian spirit and we made many friends 
along the way. 

The Trail, though tough in places, is 
worth every curse and temper tantrum 
along the way. With glorious views from 
high mountain peaks, and hidden gullies 
that take you back in time, we saw places 
and experienced things we would never 

The Woop Woop March
Opposite: Sam Conderman plays 
some banjo as he waits for dinner to 
cook. 
 
Top: Jan, Mick, Buffalo, Tommy and 
Brendon waking up at Youdale’s Hut. 
 
Below: Donna Franklin, Sam Conder-
man, Jan Younger and Brendon 
Lavis crossing Georges Creek. 
 
Bottom: Mick Franklin, Tommy Wel-
ham and Ren McGrath lead the 
march past Parliament House. 
 
 

have otherwise. It fills you with awe of  this 
beautiful country we live in and for us also 
with fear as to what the future may hold if  
the mining boom is allowed to continue un-
abated to the detriment of  farmland and 
the environment. We had set ourselves a 

challenge to ride from the Clarence Valley 
to the capital, to raise awareness of  an issue 
close to our hearts and our homes. We did 
what we set out to do, and we did it well. 
We delivered our message and many letters 
to Parliament House, we brought awareness 
to the issue of  invasive gas fields and their 
effects on farming, and we stood up for the 
future we want for our kids. Futures when 
they can still drink out of  the creek, swim 
in the dam, and breathe good, clean coun-
try air. 

 Maybe more politicians should take the 
time to travel along the BNT, and then they 
would appreciate the beauty of  this country, 
and the value of  clean water. After all, at 
the end of  the day all a horse really needs is 
a feed and some good, clean water. 

DONNA FRANKLIN  
Franklin Horses 



1716

Ravenshoe-Gunnawarra section showing route deviations.

Qld guidebook updates explained

SEVERAL years ago a BNT group 
formed up to rewrite the six Queensland 
Guidebooks. This is proving a huge task 
to be carried out by volunteers. The whole 
exercise is proving far more complex than 
first envisaged as major changes have oc-
curred on many levels since the BNT was 
first created in1988. To quote but one ex-
ample social trends have changed consid-
erably in 25 years and many blocks of  land 
formerly owned by several generations of  
farmers have been sold to families looking 
for private rural retreats. Nowadays 
trekkers need to know the exact route of  
the Trail so they don’t trespass when trav-
elling on unconstructed but surveyed 
roads (often unfenced) that adjoin private 
land. 

Good progress is being made with the 
books 4 to 6 initial rewrite largely com-
pleted. Mapping has started in books 4 
and 6 and book 1 initial rewrite is com-
pleted with first draft mapping completed. 
Book 1 is an excellent example of  the 
changes that have occurred over the last 
25 years and demonstrates the necessity 
for much more accurate Trail descriptions 
and up-to-date mapping. 

For example in book 1 the legend in 
the front of  the second edition (the cur-
rent book) states that the solid line on the 
map represents the cadastral BNT (prop-
erty boundaries) which is in practice is 
often totally impractical. The dotted line 
on the map represents the topographic 

BNT which is the actual route that people 
follow which lies on private property 
which was acceptable 25 years ago but is 
problematic nowadays. Significant work is 
needed to establish a route through such 
areas which meets all modern criteria in-
cluding obtaining the landowner’s permis-
sion. 

For book 6 the first draft rewrite is 
complete. Mal Keeley started the rewrite 
some years ago and John Dwyer has since 
worked extensively on the southern sec-
tion. Mapping is proceeding on book 6. 

Mapping is usually carried out in the 
first step at the same time as writing the 
draft rewrite. The second draft rewrite and 
detailed cadastral (property boundary) 
mapping  identify new or recently devel-
oped issues - for example public access to 
water, and camp and water reserve bound-
aries and current leases. Preparation of  
local detailed maps is needed to define 
campsite areas so that inadvertent trespass 
does not occur.  

Right from the outset mapping has 
proved a challenge. Commercial mapping 
was too expensive and a number of  av-
enues have been investigated. As the proj-
ect has progressed many questions have 
arisen which are complex and which have 
proved difficult to answer particularly in 
relation to land tenure and ownership (eg- 
public reserve, reserve trustees, reserve 
lease holders, freehold, etc), the exact 

route and nature of  surveyed roads and so 
on. Some surveyed roads are listed on 
council asset registers; others are not. 

Safety issues and land ownership con-
siderations have sometimes necessitated 
re-routing the Trail. There have been many 
legislative changes which directly impact 
on how people now use the Trail. 

However, on a positive note, in recent 
times modern technology has opened 
doors hardly dreamed of  back in 1988. Re-
cently online mapping resources such as 
the Queensland Government’s Queens-
land Globe have become available which 
offer accurate road maps and a wealth of  
information about land parcels. Satellite 
GPS navigation now enables pin-point lo-
cation of  camp sites and tricky naviga-
tional features.  As sections of  the Trail 
are being progressively mapped using 
these resources fresh questions are arising 
about many issues including the exact 
route of  the Trail and these issues are at 
present being addressed.  

Currently the BNT Board is unsure of  
the exact format of  the new maps. We do 
know that Google Earth cannot be used 
under the terms and conditions of  use to 
create sequential maps in a Guidebook. 
Paper maps are still needed when trekking 
however possibly trekkers could print 
these out for themselves from digital files. 
Digital files with waypoints and routes 
could be invaluable for correctly locating 
campsites and navigating difficult sections 
of  the trail. These are decisions yet to be 
finalised in the light of  current practice. 

However what is beyond doubt is that 
twenty five years after the BNT was estab-
lished it is more important than ever be-
fore that we have detailed accurate maps 
of  our beloved National Trail. Trekkers 
need to know their exact position at all 
times both for their own safety and for 
legal reasons. Support people and emer-
gency services may need this information 
too when required. 

So bear with your BNT mapping team 
as they persevere with this massive job and 
see it through to finish. They are grappling 
with complex issues many of  which are 
comparatively new. If  anyone has any skills 
they wish to offer please contact the BNT 
office in the first place.

On the road
THIS issue of  BNT TRACKS magazine 
was produced on the road from the back 
of  my Hilux camper, named “Julia”, which 
is wired up for 240 volt, internet and solar 
power. I have a teddy bear called “Kevin” 
which is used for calibrating camera flash  
for my travelling photography business 
(www.rogfryer.com). 

During the past nine months Julia, 
Kevin and I have visited North Queens-
land twice, Outback Queensland twice and 
many parts of  north-east NSW.  

The BNT stickers on the sides of  the 
cab may seem a bit of  a you-know-what 
but have been terrific for promoting the 
BNT and seldom a day passes without 
someone asking about them, and making 
new friends and supporters for the organi-
sation, or recognised by members. They 
project a professional image for the BNT 
and I find myself  hob-nobbing with 
rangers, road gangs and other rural work-
ers (most of  whom also drive Hiluxes). 

We have visited  many BNT section 
coordinators and sites, recently enjoying 
the Kunderang-Nowendoc section includ-
ing the Mooraback hut and yard specifi-
cally for the BNT within Werrikembe 
National Park. This section was recently 
traversed by the Woop Woop ride protest-
ing CSG, see article previous pages. 

Over the next nine months I will be 
heading south and will visit as many BNT 
sites and people as possible, finishing at  
Healesville to photograph Leadbeaters 
Possum and where I can catch up with Jo 
and John Kasch, a force for the BNT in 
Victoria. See you soon. 

ROGER FRYER  

Top: Julia at 
Mooraback.  
Inset: Kevin. 
 
Left: Mooraback 
hut and yard.  
Inset: Mooraback 
Field Studies 
Centre. 
 
Below left:  
Ned Kelly at 
Kangaroo Flat. 
 
Below right: 
Greater Glider at 
Mooraback. 
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Real McCoy or Clayton’s GPS?

IN THE previous article the BNT mapping 
group looked at basic GPS use out bush.  
Here we want to contrast “real” GPSs with 
GPS apps on phones, tablets, etc. Even basic 
phones and tablets run navigation apps these 
days so long as the device has GPS capabil-
ity.  This is a fast growing field with a huge 
range of  developing options so we will just 
discuss some possibilities to send you explor-
ing further. 

The GPS or mapping apps we will dis-
cuss here are GPS Essentials (Android), Mo-
tion X (Apple)  Mud Maps (Android and 
Apple), and briefly mention Google Earth. 
Google Earth has become a substantial map-
ping tool which we will discuss in a future 
issue. 

The BNT mapping group are in no way 
experts, they are learning on the run like 
everyone else.  Regard this article as a work-
shop where we have started the ball rolling 
and we are now looking to our Trekkers to 
share their experiences via the National Trail 
Facebook page. All the GPSs and apps de-
scribed here have comprehensive manuals 
on line. Many navigation apps are either free 
or inexpensive offering trekkers with smart 
phones or tablets a good opportunity to ex-
periment before finally deciding which op-
tion to take. 

The advent of  satellite based GPS re-
ceivers has enabled many useful navigation 
applications. Waypoints accurately mark a 
particular spot and a GPS can “go to” an ex-
isting waypoint or mark a new one. When 
following a trail a GPS records tracks which 
can then be followed again later on the GPS 
map. Routes can be created from a number 
of  waypoints. All of  these can be down-
loaded to a computer to be superimposed 
over a map and they contain considerable 
data such as co-ordinates, altitude, time/date 
recorded etc. And if  one becomes lost it is 

very handy being able to follow back the way 
you came from the GPS. 

Let’s check out a “real McCoy” GPS 
from the entry level Garmin Etrex E10, 
20,30 series first. These retail for under $100 
for E10 to under $300 for E30 plus maps 
(E20 and E30).  The Garmin E Etrex series 
can record waypoints, tracks, create routes 
and follow a track, route or series of  way-
points with the “Go To” function.  The 
front screen screen cap for theE20 shows 
features on offer. What is very attractive 
about the new units are the new features and 
the much greater functionality.   

Modern GPS have much more sensitive 
receivers which is a bonus in scrub and gener-
ally poor conditions and the new Etrex series 
can often give an accurate location from satel-
lites low on the horizon when standing under 
an awning or a verandah roof. Illustration 
shows two tracks recorded simultaneously 
through fairly thick scrub with a Garmin E10 
and GPS Essentials on an Android smart 
phone.  I don’t have conclusive proof  yet but 
I suspect that the dedicated GPS are better 
able to “see” the satellites under difficult con-
ditions than the smart phone GPS apps. It 
will be interesting to compare the two systems 
over the next few months. 

Features which caught my eye working 
with an E20 include the usual thumb stick 
for navigating around the GPS/entering data 
with use of  predictive text which makes 
naming waypoints and entering text vastly 
easier than in older units.  Elevation profile 
and total ascent features in the tracks section 
are very useful for trekkers as is an improved 
ability to upload/download waypoints, 
routes and tracks to mapping 
software/Google Earth on computer using 
USB connection.   

In particular now once the Etrex series 
are mounted to computer via USB GPX files 

can be directly exported/imported to a 
folder in the GPS in the usual copy/paste 
manner which makes data transfer of  tracks, 
waypoints etc vastly easier as a single file. 
Manual waypoint entry (apart from import-
ing from mapping programs or Google 
Earth; or as file transfer above) still seems to 
consist of  creating a waypoint then editing it 
to desired co-ordinates. The “where to” 
function provides direct data entry using 
thumb stick but I can’t see any way of  con-
verting that to a waypoint. 

Points of  Interest found on the “Where 
To?” screen are comprehensive and useful 
once your location is found (E20 and 30). A 
physical address can be entered and found 
on the map. 

For more detailed info go to an excellent 
review of  the Garmin E30 by Francis Cooke 
which gives good insights into all the Etrex 
series http://www.aukadia.net/gps/e30-re-
view.pdf . A good anecdotal review by Rich 
Owings can be found at 
http://gpstracklog.com/2011/10/garmin-
etrex-30-review.html . 

Moving to our “Claytons GPS” let’s look 
at the Android phone and tablet scene where 
we have GPS Essentials. This is free with a 
comprehensive manual available online. For 
those used to working with a conventional 
GPS a few changes of  mindset are necessary. 
Think app rather than think conventional.  
For example when marking a location with a 
waypoint you only need to name it. Don’t 
look for a “save” or “done” button, there 
isn’t one! 

GPS Essentials breaks its operation 
down into activities with each activity given 
its own screen.  Start by pressing a button 
and completing the activity, then pressing 
“back” will complete the activity. As you 
open up more activities they stack one on 

top of  each other however using “home” 
command on any activity takes you back 
home. 

Essentials can create and export tracks, 
waypoints and routes.  Once you start 
recording a track you can bring up new activ-
ities such as marking a waypoint with the 
track recording running in the background. 
Once completed each track and waypoint 
can be exported for use elsewhere eg im-
ported into Google Earth. It is quite an ex-
perience using Essentials out in the field for 
the first time recording a track and way-
points, then coming home and exporting 
them out to Google Earth and seeing your 
journey superimposed over the Google 
Earth map as a track with a series of  way-
points. Or you can directly export them to a 
friend. All for free. 

Essentials has two mapping functions 
using “portable maps” and “Google maps”. 
These are very feature rich enabling  way-
points and routes to be created directly on 
the maps. It is quite interesting here too as 
you learn Essentials to see your waypoints 
and tracks appear overlaid on Google Maps.  
Each map has a dashboard which you can 
create separately using a whole army of  
widgets for coordinates, speed, altitude and 
many other different parameters.  

There is a compass too which like all 
electronic compasses is useful but needs to 
be managed carefully and which never re-
places a stand-alone magnetic compass.  Es-
sentials can take geotagged photos using the 
host phone camera. 

The screen shots of  Essentials shows the 
front screen and the chart showing distance 
covered versus speed and elevation. Similarly 
the E20 and E30 Garmins give elevation 
charts as does Google Earth for a given 

trackMotion X is a stylish navigation app 
currently worth $1.99 on iTunes available for 
iPad and iPhone and again there is a compre-
hensive manual available.  It is very similar in 
many of  its features to GPS Essentials and 
like Essentials it relies on a GPS signal AND 
the usual wireless Internet connection. Wifi 
iPads without a GPS receiver can be used for 
navigation in conjunction with a Bluetooth 
GPS receiver such as the Garmin Glo and 
Internet from a local hotspot on a smart-
phone/iPhone. 

Essentials and MotionX will store al-
ready viewed mapping in the cache (up to 
the cache limit) and Motion X can also use 
offline maps. This is perhaps the most criti-
cal aspect of  navigating with apps. Be sure 
your set-up will meet your needs out on the 
Trail. If  you are only trekking in an area 
where there is reliable Internet signal for the 
maps then fine. If  you are sure you have 
enough maps tiled for a short trek away 
from Internet then fine again. Safest is to use 
a navigation app in conjunction with offline 
maps. Barring difficult conditions such as 
gorges and heavy scrub you usually have 
GPS signal anywhere so long as you are in 
line of  sight of  enough satellites. If  you use 
online maps you also need to make sure you 
have enough data allocation on your phone 
plan. 

Anyone with even a slight interest in nav-
igating using apps should download say the 
manuals for Essentials and Motion X and 
browse them several times to gain a broad 
picture. Ultimately there is only one way to 
really learn app based navigation- download 
an inexpensive nav app and experiment! 
Once some confidence and knowledge is 
gained you can move on to a more expensive 
app such as MudMaps if  you consider that 
would best for you. 

Early this year one of  the mapping team 

members shared a campsite with a group of  
trailbike riders who were using Mudmaps 
with offline maps. It is a particularly power-
ful app which these riders used very success-
fully to plot a route through Forestry which 
they then followed using Mudmaps on an 
iPhone mounted on the trailbike receiving 
coordinates from a Garmin Glo Bluetooth 
GPS receiver. The iPhone was charging 
while ever the bike was running from a USB 
adaptor fitted on the trailbike connected to 
the bikes electrical system. Mudmaps costs 
under $150 with maps extra. It is now avail-
able for iPad and iPhone, Android phone 
and Android tablet. This is a particularly 
powerful navigation app worth considering. 
Find more detail on http://www.mud-
maps.com/au/apps/ . 

The last consideration in all of  this is 
data sharing between a trekker’s various 
items of  equipment such as smartphones, 
dedicated GPS and laptop/desktop comput-
ers. Usually waypoint, track and route data is 
shared between devices using gpx files which 
can be shared in a number of  ways ranging 
from Bluetooth to USB cable connection to 
emails. Many devices will also export kml 
files for Google Earth. I was able to easily 
export waypoints and tracks to Google 
Earth directly from the E10 GPS. Again ex-
perimentation, networking with others and 
researching the Net is the way to go. 

On a personal note this member of  the 
mapping group is reasonably au fait with 
smartphones and tablets and is working hard 
mastering phone and tablet nav apps. His 
present choice is still for a conventional GPS 
for serious trekking and GPS Essentials on 
Android phone for casual excursions and in-
cidental GPS work.  

Continued Page 20 

GPS Essentials.
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BNT Membership Application 
 

Membership period July 1-June 30 
Complete the form below and post or email with your payment to: 

 
The Bicentennial National Trail 
PO Box 1196 NERANG QLD 4211 
Email: order@nationaltrail.com.au 
Website: www.nationaltrail.com.au 
ABN 83 010 860 143 
Phone 1300 138 724 (within Australia) 
 
Name: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
 
Postal address: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
 
Postcode: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
 
 
Phone: (business): . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

 
(home): . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

 
(mobile): . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

 
Email address: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   
 

MEMBERSHIP FEE 
 
o $35 individuals: o $55 family or club: o 3 years $90 and o $150 
If family membership then only one vote allowed and nominated person to be advised. 
If club membership then two votes allowed and nominated persons to be advised. 
 
DONATION  
 
o $10 o $20 o $50 o $100 o $500 o Other . . . . . . . . . . . .  

 
 

 
PAYMENT BY EFT 

 
Bank of QLD BSB: 124 001 Account No: 10 285 229 Reference: your name. 
Please email to: order@nationaltrail.com.au with receipt details to confirm payment 
and indicate whether new membership or renewal. 
 

PAYMENT BY CREDIT CARD 
 
Please charge $ to my o Mastercard o Visa  
 
Cardholder Name: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
 
Expiry date (day/month/year): . . . . . /. . . . . /. . . . .  
 
My card number is: 
 
 oooo oooo oooo oooo  
 
Cardholder's Signature: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
 

PAYMENT BY CHEQUE OR MONEY ORDER: 
 
Cheque o Money order o  
Please make payable to Bicentennial National Trail  
 
Do you wish to receive a copy of the Annual Financial Statement 
 
prior to the AGM? Yes o No o  
 
I am primarily a o walker o horserider o cyclist o donkey packer 
 
other:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
 
How did you find out about the BNT? 
 
website o word of mouth o magazine or newspaper article o  
 
other: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
 

All annual membership renewals are due June 30.  
New memberships paid between January and June provide  

continuous membership until June of the following year. 

Clayton’s GPS
From Page 19 

He is planning a substantial trek on the National Trail 
next winter and for that he is considering reversing those 
roles then using GPS Essentials on his Android phone 
backed up by a conventional GPS. 

Final choice for each individual is very much a per-
sonal issue, striking a balance between a whole host of  is-
sues ranging from their familiarity with the medium 
chosen to practical considerations on the Trail such as 
battery life and all of  these overarched by safety consider-
ations and backup options including paper maps and 
compass. Any item of  navigating equipment be it a dedi-
cated GPS or any sort of  app must be thoroughly learned 
by the trekker before taking it out on a trek. 

Dedicated GPS  
Pros  

● Easier to use for the “unwired generation” 

● Uses easily-replaced dry cells rather than needing 
recharge source of  power 

● Being stand-alone its operation is more depend-
able than multi-tasking with a phone app for long 
periods of  time and it is not subject to incidents 
such as phone rebooting  

● Doesn’t need Internet connection for maps 

Cons  

● An extra item of  equipment 

● Needs a pack of  dry cells which is added weight 

GPS apps 
Pros 

● Lessens amount of  equipment being carried 

● Keeps all technology operations together for 
today’s wired folks  

Cons  

● GPS running for long periods significantly im-
pacts on battery life of  phones  

● Phone and tablet screens can be very hard to read 
outdoors 

● Needs Internet connection for mapping unless 
maps are tiled or downloaded separately or offline 
maps bought. 

● Online mapping consumes large quantities of  
data.  

● Wifi iPads will need an external Bluetooth  GPS 
receiver such as the Garmin Glo and a wifi 
hotspot from a phone unless using offline maps. 

MAPPING GROUP 

Woop Woop riders approach Canberra.
The team of horses enjoying a good drink on Jackie Mann’s Wollemi ride.

Jackie Mann (front) and Ros Freestone under one of the massive rock ledges in the Wollemi National Park (Book 9, Map 7).

Woop Woop team head to Kunderang from Georges Junction.

Tim Daniels, Ben Dyer and 

Abbie at the Atherton AGM.

Packsaddlers: James Alcock from SA presents Australian packing gear.

Picture gallery

Right: Jackie 
Mann’s trek 

crossing  bridge at 
Sandy Hollow



BNT Board

BNT TRACKS welcomes 
contributions. Photos need to be 
300 pixels per inch at size of 
publication, meaning the file size 
needs to be at least 500kb.  

We are looking for photos, 
news items, snippets, poems, 
stories and particularly treks and 
other activities carried out on the 
Trail. 

Photos should be emailed as 
JPGs, stories in MS Word if 
possible, but any format would do.  

Contributions

Section coordinators 
Chairman:  
Nick Jacomas  Ph: 02 4372 1520 
250 Somersby Falls Road  Mob: 0417 900 070 
Somersby NSW 2250 nickj@nationaltrail.com.au 

 
Treasurer: 
Graeme Sleeman Ph: 07 5559 0078 
88 Bonogin Road Mob: 0400 941 389  
Mudgeeraba QLD 4312 bntgtreasure@bigpond.com; 

 
Secretary: 
Jenny Costin Ph: 02 6231 9827 
32 Fisken Crescent Mob: 0412 274 810 
Kambah ACT 2902  jgcostin@bigpond.com 
 
Deputy Chair and website manager 
Abbie Grant-Taylor Ph: 07 5484 6436 
179 Sorensen Road shelob@spiderweb.com.au 
Gunalda QLD 4570 www.nationaltrail.com.au 
 
Director 
Sue Cumming Ph: 07 3201 1179 
111 Skyline Drive Bus: 07 3812 0299 
Kholo QLD 4306 suecummingbnt@gmail.com 
 
Director 
Catherine Clancy Mob: 0458 356 799 
12 Wonderland Ave Catherine.Clancy@ifmp.vic.gov.au 
Tuerong VIC 3915 
 

 Management team 
 
Office Manager:  
Josephine Harding Ph: 07 5533 1061 
67A North Road Mob: 0459 722 081 
Beechmont QLD 4211 order@nationaltrail.com.au 
 
Mapping Committee Coordinator 
Andrew Graham Ph: 07 3262 3672  
47 Queens Road Mob: 0412 743 301 
Clayfield QLD 4011   akka@qld.chariot.net.au 
 
Book Manager 
Dave McLeod Ph: 07 4124 3107 
25 Frangipani Avenue Mob: 0439 532 737 
Kawungan QLD 4655 dave@davcor.net.au 
 
BNT Trail Updates Coordinator  
Mal Keeley Mob: 0428 551 818 

mal.keeley@bigpond.com 
 
BNT TRACKS Editor  
Roger Fryer Mob: 0427 559 575  
65 Myrtle Street tracks@nationaltrail.com.au 
Dorrigo NSW 2453
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QUEENSLAND 
Guidebook 1 
Jenny Lott  
Edition 2 Guidebook 1, Maps 1-12  
Cooktown-Kingsborough 
Ph: 07 4094 1481 
jennylott@skymesh.com.au 
 
Steve Grainger  
Edition 2 Guidebook 1, Maps 12-14 
Kingsbrough to Walsh River  
Ph: 07 4098 1917 Mob:  0428 191 
326   tontosjg@yahoo.com.au  
 
Tim Daniel Wilderness Expeditions    
Edition 2 Guidebook 1, Maps 15-20 
Walsh River to Gunnawarra (Rudd 
Creek) Ph: 07 4096 2266 Mob: 
0447 401 090 
info@wildex.com.au  
or tdwildwalk@gmail.com 
 

Guidebook 2 
Tim Daniel Wilderness Expeditions 
Maps 1-27 Gunnawarra-Collinsville   
Ph: 07 4096 2266 Mob: 0447 401 
090  info@wildex.com.au  
 

Guidebook 3 
Mike Teuwsen  
Edition 2 Guidebook 3, Maps 1 -7 
Collinsville to Nebo 
Ph: 07 4954 0424 Mob: 0408 075 
019   neswuet@bigpond.com 
 
Ian Howard  
Edition 2 Guidebook 3, Maps 8 -12 
Nebo to R4 
Ph: 07 4959 7484     
ian.howard@deta.qld.gov.au  
 
Therese & Cedric Creed 
Edition 2 Guidebook 3, Maps 13-22 
R4 to Kabra 
Ph: 07 4934 6190 Mob: 0429 948 
198   beefy@beagle.com.au  

Guidebook 4 
Therese & Cedric Creed 
Edition 2 Guidebook 4, Maps 1-7   
Kabra to Calliope River 
Ph: 07 4934 6190 Mob: 0429 948 
198 beefy@beagle.com.au 
 
Kim McArdle  
Edition 2 Guidebook 4, Maps 7-15   
Calliope River to Kalpowar 
Ph: 07 4979 0909 Mob: 0400 703 
920 tobymac55@hotmail.com 
  
James Cooper    
Edition 2 Guidebook 4, Maps 16-21 
Kalpowar to Paradise 
Ph: 07 4156 1915       
cooper_jim@harboursat.com.au 
 
Ashley Campbell 
Edition 2 Guidebook 4, Map 22 
Paradise-Biggenden  
Mob:0411 551 948 
sablechief@gmail.com 

Guidebook 5 
Dave McLeod 
Edition 2 Guidebook 5, Maps1-7 
Biggenden to Wide Bay Creek 
Ph: 07 4124 3107  Mob: 0439 532 
737  dave@davcor.net.au 
 
Graham Knight 
Edition 2 Guidebook 5, Maps 8-12 
Wide Bay Creek-R125 Brisbane 
River Ph: 07 4168 8195  
gndvknight@activ8.net.au 
 

Bruce & Beril Murray Edition 2 
Guidebook 5 Map 12-16 R125 Bris-
bane River to Blackbutt Ph: 0438 
017 903 or 0408 874 634      
brucemurray@ymail.com or  
berilmurray@hotmail.com 

Guidebook 6 
Bruce & Beril Murray 
Edition 2 Guidebook 6 Map 1 
Blackbutt to Emu Creek 
Ph: 0438 017 903 or 0408 874 634     
brucemurray@ymail.com or  
berilmurray@hotmail.com  
 
Toni Deecke 
Edition 2 Guidebook 6 Maps 2-5 
Emu Creek  to Ravensbourne 
Ph: 07 4630 5480 Mob: 0407 034 
441 toni@tranquiltrees.com.au 
  
Lynne Anderson  
Edition 2 Guidebook 6, Map 6 and 
part of Map 7  Ravensbourne to 
Withcott Ph: 07 4630 5142 
Aus Post:41 Watts Rd, Murphys 
Creek, 4352 
lynne@seatonfire.com 
 
John Dwyer 
Edition 2 Guidebook 6, Maps Part 
7-10 Withcott to Thornton 
Ph: 07 4615 2247  
dwyer.john.c@gmail.com 
 
Ipswich & District Trail Horse 
Riders Club Inc 
Edition 2 Guidebook 6, Map 13 
Cunningham Campsite–Reynolds 
Campsite Reynolds Creek. 
Lyn Koppel secretary PO Box 316 
Ipswich 4305 Ph: 07 3395 0758 
Mob: 0413 980 226  
Steve Maroney president  
Ph: 07 3276 7979 Mob: 0418 884 089   
steven.maroney@gmail.com  
 
Brenda Osborne  
Edition 2 Guidebook 6, Maps 11-13 
Thornton to Reynolds Creek 
Ph: 07 5466 7161 
 
John Dwyer 
Edition 2 Guidebook 6, Maps 14-16 
Reynolds Creek to Killarney 
Ph: 07 4615 2247  
dwyer.john.c@gmail.com 

NEW SOUTH 
WALES 
Guidebook 7 
Michael Combe  
Edition 3 Guidebook 7, Maps 1-7 
Killarney to Demon Creek  
Ph: 02 6736 4612 or 02 6586 1048 
Mob: 0429 907 490  
maxwell@harboursat.com.au 

Lesley Oldfield & Philip Willcocks 
Edition 3 Guidebook 7, Maps 8-9 
Demon Creek to Grasstree 
Ph:  02 6737 6670 or 02 6736 1070   
woorook@antmail.com.au 
 
Paul Jones & Cherrie Davies  
Edition 3 Guidebook 7, Maps 10-20 
Grasstree to Ebor: Ph: 02 6649 
4377 Mob: 0437 924 692 
hjklein@bigpond.net.au 

Guidebook 8 
Jack and Lorraine Gordon 
Edition 3 Guidebook 8, Maps 1-5 
Ebor to Middle Yards  
Ph: Jack  0413 884 443   
jack@moffatfalls.com.au 

 
Christopher Hodgson  
Edition 3 Guidebook 8, Maps 5-12 
Middle Yards  to Thunderbolts Way 
Ph: 02 6584 4930 Work: 02 6586 
1968 Mob: 0407 001 968     
timtrek@midcoast.com.au 
 
Barrington tops has southern ac-
cess only.  No access through Mrs 
Sun’s property Karamea. No ac-
cess or coverage for Maps 13 -14.  
Use Nundle Route. 
 
Lydia Stuart-Hill  
Edition 3 Guidebook 8, Nundle 
Route. Thunderbolts Way to 
Crawney Ph: 02 6762 1802   Mob: 
0423 243 622 
hamishhill@bigpond.com 
 
Sue & Donald Finlay  
Edition 3 Guidebook 8, Maps 15-18 
Pigna Barnie to Polblue, Nundle 
Route Crawney to Aberdeen & Edi-
tion 2 Book 9 Polblue to Aberdeen 
Ph: 02 6546 1151  
finlay@skymesh.com.au 

Guidebook 9 
Rosemary Munn  
Edition 3 Guidebook 9, Maps 1-6 
Aberdeen to Cudgegong River 
Ph: 02 6547 8108    
n.rmunn@activ8.net.au  
 
Malcolm & Denise Keeley  
Edition 3 Guidebook 9, Maps 7-12   
Cudgegong River to Hampton Ph: 
02 6355 1818 Mob: 0428 551 818    
mal.keeley@bigpond.com 
 
Genevieve Long 
Edition 3 Guidebook 9, Maps 13-14 
Hampton to Jenolan Caves 
Ph: 02 6337 5866 Mob: 0427 718 
112 lancia@pacific.net.au 

Guidebook 10 
Genevieve Long 
Edition 3 Guidebook 10, Maps 1-6 
Jenolan Caves to Crookwell 
Ph: 02 6337 5866 Mob: 0427 718 
112 lancia@pacific.net.au 
 
Leanne Kelly 
Edition 3 Guidebook 10, Maps 7-10 
Crookwell to Gundaroo 
Ph: 02 4835 3120  
gklkgreentop@hotmail.com 

Jenny Costin and Warren Hudson 
Edition 3 Guidebook 10, Maps 11-
15 Gundaroo to Mt Clear (Namadgi 
NP) includes ACT Section 
Jenny Costin Ph: 02 6231 9827 
Mob: 0412 274 810 
jgcostin@bigpond.com 
Warren Hudson Ph: 02 6254 0295        
hudson@grapevine.com.au 
 
Peter and  Richard  Cochran 
Edition 3 Guidebook 10, Map 16 Mt 
Clear to Yaouk Ph: 02 6454 2336 
Mob: 0417 370 490 
Richard  Cochran 0429 709 311 
bushy.97@hotmail.com 

Guidebook 11 
NSW Section  
Peter & Richard  Cochran 
Edition 3 Guidebook 11, Maps 1-3 
Yaouk to Providence Portal  
Ph: 02 6454 2336 Mob: 0417 370 
490 
RichardCochran 0429 709 311 
bushy.97@hotmail.com 
 
Sylvia Oldfield & Warwick Garner 
Edition 3 Guidebook 11, Maps 4-8 
Providence Portal to Khancoban 
Ph: 02 6946 6217 
wgarner@westnet.com.au 
 
Charlie Findlay 
Edition 3 Guidebook 11, Maps 9-10 
Khancoban to Tom Groggin 
Ph: 02 6076 9474   
charliefindlay@dodo.com.au 

VICTORIA 
Guidebook 11 
Victoria Section 
John Stubbs Edition 2 Guidebook 
11, Maps 11-18 Tom Groggin to 
Omeo Ph: 03 5159 1516  
Mob: 0427 003 157 
john.stubbs3@telstra.com 
 

Guidebook 12 
Note:  Trail notes run from  
South to North 
John Stubbs Edition 2 Guidebook 
12, Maps 15-18 Dargo River cross-
ing to Omeo Ph: 03 5159 1516 
Mob: 0427 003 157 
john.stubbs3@telstra.com 
 
Glen Joiner 
Edition 2 Guidebook 12, Maps 7-15 
Knockwood to Dargo River cross-
ing Ph: 0439 745 071 
joiner_glenn@yahoo.com.au 
 
John & Jo Kasch  
Edition 2 Guidebook 12, Maps 1-6 
Healesville to Knockwood 
Ph: 03 5963 7264 
jkasch1@bigpond.com 

TOP TO BOTTOM 
 
BNT Trail Updates Coordinator 
Mal Keeley  Mob: 0428 551 818 
mal.keeley@bigpond.com 
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Contributions are cursorily 
edited but largely style and correct 
English is the responsibility of the 
writer – thus retaining the original 
flavour of the text as the author 
intends.  

Phone 0427 559 575 for 
advertising rates.  

Deadline for next issue June 
30. The magazine is direct mailed 
to 1000 subscribers. 

tracks@nationaltrail.com.au

Land for sale $160,00

A slightly true story
From Page 24 

Now my lawyer, Dougal McDougal Junior, 
of  the old town law firm Dougal McDougal & 
McDougal (great original hubris there), which 
consists of, you guessed it, old man McDougal 
and his namesake son, was about six foot six 
and a good 16 stone – way too big for me to 
“de-occupy”.  

I’m going to have to use brains, rather than 
brawn, difficult enough seeing as McDougal has 
all the paperwork for the doomed land claim. 

Of  course, if  we were to divorce, I could 
just keep the farm and my wife the house. Prob-
lem is, as my wife, she owns half  the farm, but 
for the house, I own nothing – a worry. 

It’s easier to concentrate on the problems at 
hand – cows, ghosts and the brewing feud be-
tween old Kev and Frank Billion. Will Nugget 
turn the tables? 
 

To be continued

SUNDEW offers seclusion, recre-
ation and lifestyle in northern NSW.  
40km from Grafton and 10 mins to 
the local store. It has two private 
house sites (STCA). 

The property neighbours a 1400 
hectare private conservation property 
and protects rare and threatened 
birds, gliders and frogs including the 
squirrel glider and the glossy black 
cockatoo. An important wildlife corri-
dor, Sundew is a paradise for the 
bush-walker, mountain-bike rider, 
bird-watcher or photographer. Phone 
Adam Dawson   0448 801 391 or visit 
www.nct.org.au.



A slightly true story 

Chapter7 

by Harold Gardner

ONCE upon a time, when a king con-
quered new territory, he parceled it 

out to the knights who fought with him, 
including the land, castles, fields and 
streams, and the landless tenant serfs who 
worked it. A knight who held such land 
could call himself  the owner as long as he 
could defend it and pay fealty (loyalty, in 
essence pay the fees including military 
service) to his overlord. He was then re-
garded as holding the land “in fee”. 

When William the Conquerer set about 
to discover what fees might be owing to 
him after invading and conquering Eng-
land  in 1066, he commissioned the 
Domesday Book, the first attempt to 
record and regularise land title. Old Sys-
tem and now Torrens land titles have 
evolved from that time, but a landowner in 
Australia is still recorded on the title as 
holding the land “in fee simple” from the 
Queen of  England. 

There are currently three types of  free-
hold land title: Fee Simple, Fee Tail, and 
Life Interest. Fee Tail, which involves be-
queathing an inheritance of  land which is 
then recorded on the title, was popular in 
medieval times but is seldom used today.  

Life Interest is regarded by many 
lawyers as a burden on the title-holder, but 
a noose around the neck of  the recipient, 
who may use the land as an owner, but 
cannot sell it or transfer the title. 

The old 15,000 acre pioneer cattle sta-
tion, which my 640 acre block formed a 
small part of, was inherited by three sisters 
at the turn of  the century. Known as the 
“three aunties”, they were the sisters of  
old Kev’s father who died young. They 
must have reckoned Kev wasn’t responsi-
ble enough to run the family property, 
even though he was the oldest son, had 
lived there all his life and knew little else.  

Instead, they bequeathed the property, 
then known as “Burrumbela”, to Kev's 
brother James, the undertaker in town, 
with Kev listed on the title as holding a 
Life Interest. 

This led to a stalemate which lasted a 
lifetime. James’ family hated old Kev for 
inhabiting the property like a ghost. When 
cattle prices were down, Kev would still 
send in the bills for running the property 
to James, who took all the profit anyway. 
All Kev could do was live there in poverty, 
rat the timber, plant a few acres of  corn or 
pumpkins, or leave. When a decision was 
made to sell part of  the property, James 
would bargain with Kev for his signature 
on every title transfer to extinguish his 
rights. Old Kev thus kept himself  over the 
years in tractor parts, winter woolies and 
tobacco, little realising that, bit by bit, he 
was throwing away a fortune. 

*    *    * 

MY square mile is nearly all on the south 
side of  the river, but a corner of  it lies on 
the other side, on the road. It’s where we 
have our yards, so we can drive cattle 
down the road to the coastal market. Over 
the years riverbank erosion has taken most 
of  the sandy soil in this corner bit by bit, 
and the yards have been forced to move 
gradually upstream until they encroach 
onto a piece of  land adjoining which in-
cludes ruins of  an old cheese factory.  

The dairy company had failed to flour-
ish and the cheese factory was abandoned 
leaving the title in the name of  a deregis-
tered company and forgotten – until three 
years ago. 

With a new wife, I needed a house, and 
it was decided to build one on the cheese 
factory site so it would be on the road side 
of  the river when it was in flood. To pro-
tect the value of  the house we needed to 
claim the title ourselves. To do this we en-
gaged in a risky enterprise called “Adverse 
Possession” by occupying it, defending it, 
and paying the “fees” which these days 
amount to land tax, if  applicable, and the 
council rates – for 16 years! 

This started a chain of  events which 
left me homeless, and my out-of-control 
wife and lawyer in my house!  

Just like the knights of  old, modern 
landowners fight like fury over the bound-
aries and incursions of  their properties – 
sometimes even to death.  

This is particularly so in the country 
and most of  all in isolated areas such as 
Snowball River which has not been re-sur-
veyed since pioneer times, and boundaries 
are indistinct, give and take, or mangled by 
floods, erosion and moving rivers. Dis-
putes break out over access rights, road re-
serves, resources like timber and water, 
and fencing. 

But my claim on what became known 
as “The Old Cheese Factory” depends on 
me occupying it – if  I’m not there, it isn’t 
mine.  

       Continued Page 23 

 
 

Adverse possession


